

New flu advice: 
no handshakes 

A new guide by the Consumer Health 
Information Centre, published 
yesterday, demolishes the idea that the 
commonest way of catching flu or 
colds is through coughs and sneezes. 

In feet, the most likely route is shaking 
hands with an infected person and 
then rubbing your eyes. The guide also 
says that sitting in a draught, or getting 
caught in the rain do not lead to 
catching colds. Page 5 

Honeytrap sting 

An elaborate ‘honeytrap’ sting caught 
the Tory MP Piers Merchant, who is 
resigning from Parliament. The Sunday 
Mirror video-recorded him having sex 
with a former nightclub dancer, who 
had previously complained of being 
‘used* by him. He was ensnared in the 
York flat of his one-time friend, 

Anthony Gitberthorpe. Page 7 

Kohl’s successor 

Wolfgang Schauble, the German 
politician who has been confined to a 
wheelchair after a failed assassination 
attempt, has been named by 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl as h is 
preferred successor. However, Kohl is 
expected to stay until 1999. Page 16 ( 


Tribal warfare 



A ' Wild West’ atmosphere is engulfing 
the Highlands of Papua New Guinea as 
fortune-hunters mingle with tribes and 
unemployed drifters in a society on 
the edge of civilisation. Richard Lloyd 
Parry sends a report from the 
badlands. Page 13 

Black vanishes 

A well-known life Insurance company 
has ditched a brochure with a black 
man on the cover and reprinted it 
with a white woman there instead. 

The switch has earned Axa Equity and 
Law a complaint to the Commission 
for Racial Equality. Page 3 

SEEN & HEARD 

Many airlines already offer a limousine 
fitted with minibar and telephone to 
transport the weary traveller, but one 
man in New York has decided to go 
further. His cars come fully equipped 
with a personal stripper who will fix a 
cocktail and remove her clothes In 
time to the .music as die driver speeds 
down the highway, fa £275 a throw 
StripteaserTo-Go is not cheap, but 
Chris Lundquist, who dreamt up the 
idea, said iris no less popular for that 
He bristles at the idea that he might 
be selling sex. it is ‘the pure romance 
of sensual impressions in a nice 
limousine'. It Is understood there are 
no plans to introduce a similar service 
on the London Underground 
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Architectu r al damage: The broken face of 5t Rufina, by Giotto, which fell from the ceifing of the Basilica of St Francis in Assissi during the recent earthquakes in Umbria, central Italy. The fresco 
is being recovered by local experts. On page 17 we have exclusive photographs of the damage to the basilica. Tomorrow’s photographs will focus on the quakes' human toD Photograph: Brian Harris 


Historic challenge to the 
nation’s Green Belt 


A vast housing 
development on farmland 
in the Home Counties has 
been given the go-ahead - 
the biggest challenge to 
the Green Belt for a 
generation. Nicholas 
Schoon says that the ' 
Government will come 
under Intense pressure to 
reverse a decision 
whichcould open the 
floodgates for new waves 
of suburban sprawl. 


Hertfordshire County Council is 
planning up to 10,000 new homes 
on Green Belt land near Steve- 
nage - in effect, a new small town. 
It brings the debate about where 
lo build the huge quantity of new 
homes, needed in Britain over the 
next two decades lo boiling point. 

Mot only is it one of the 
biggest single developments on 
rural land being contemplated in 
Britain since the last generation 
of New Towns. More important- 
ly, at 800 hectares, it would be the 
biggest single loss of Green Belt 
land for decades. 

The Government is projecting 
a demand for 4.4 million extra 
homes by 2016 - a 23 per cent in- 
cr ease .The new Government s 
policy is that the forecasts are re- 
alistic and the demand should be 
met So if they are to be built then 
many of them will have to go on 
greenfield sites. The awkward 
question is - how marry? 


Green groups and local resi- 
dents are pressing John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Secretary of State for the Envi- 
ronment, to intervene and over- 
rule Hertfordshire’s decision. 
His Tory predecessor John Glim- 
mer. joined them. 

Mr Glimmer, now a back 
bench Tbry MI? said: “If you give 
developers the cheaper, easier 
option of building on greenfield 
they will always go for it - you 
have it to make it much harder 
for them, and much easier for 
them to choose derelict and ur- 
ban sites.” 

Environmentalists agreed. 
“Labour must call in this devel- 
opment,” said Simon Testing of 
the Friends of the Earth. Neil Sin- 
den, of the Council for the Pro- 
tection of Rural England, said: 
‘The Government’s household 
growth projections are a real 
threat to the continued role of 
green belts, which have had huge 


public support for decades,” 

For many years. Conservative 
and Labour governments have re- 
garded the Green Belts as sacro- 
sanct. The designation, which 
keeps rural land around big tides 
free of development, dates back 
to 1938. It has been the main 
weapon of both national and lo- 
cal planners in stopping towns 
from growing outwards ever fur- 
ther and joining together. 

Bui the policy is under un- 
precedented strain. Many towns 
surrounded by belts have now 
grown right up to the inside 
edge of them. There is little 
countryside left inside, and what 
there is likely to be fiercely pro- 
tected by residents. 

Each year, an area of coun- 
tryside the size of Bristol is ur- 
banised. Census statistics show 
that each day 300 people leave 
Britain's biggest tides to live in 
rural areas. 

About half of all new housing 
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development now happens in 
previously developed areas, 
chiefly on redundant and derelict 
sites inside towns. The last Gov- 
ernment wanted to push this 
proportion up to 60 per cent; the 
new one has not yet decided 
whether to accept this target 

In Hertfordshire, more than 
half the county's remaining coun- 
tryside has been designated as 
Green Belt, giving it extra pro- 
tection from development The 
county council has been drawing 
up its Structure Plan, a strategic 
blueprint covering the period 
1991 to 2011. A government-ap- 
pointed inspector has already ap- 
proved the bulk of h after a public 
inquiry, including the loss of 
Green Belt The plan cleared one 
of its final hurdles on Tuesday 
when the council ’s Environment 
Committee voted to submit it for 
a final round of consultation. 

It was passed by just one 
vote, with councillors of the rul- 
ing Labour-Liberal Democrat 
coalition defeating the Conser- 
vatives. It will be for the smaller 
district councils in Hertfordshire 
to implement the structure plan 
as they grant planning permission 
to developers. 

Thousands of people have 
objected and the development 
will make Stevenage almost 
merge with nearby Hitchin - 
something the Green Belt was 
meant to stop. But the county ar- 
gues that it has little choice. 
Much more urban building 
would mean “town cramming” 
and the loss of paries and playing 
fields. 
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^ COLUMN ON E PEOPL E 

Mayor takes crunch I ~ 

from the Big Apple Jfe 

aid speak English loa Now, u seems, the Gty That Never Sleeps is to m 

bt told it must sleep. Or at least let others sleep. 

Ni\ the subway trains are not being stopped at midnight; the ele- A 
vated Lracks in Queens will still rattle and roar at three in die morning PJ^HS^ShI 

just as they do at three m the afternoon. Nor are we talking of a cur- 

few on the traffic that seems to be at rush hour pitch at ail houre of the - ' v. tcSBB 

nignt. t'.V-i V- WjffjgBM 

But the babble that is pan of what defines New York the city - the toi 

horns, Lnc buzz of the clubs, even the hum of a million air co nditioning 
units, all that must cease. Or if not cease, it must be lowered to volumes 
that allow those folks who prefer to tuck in at midnight actually to rest. 

That is the message of a 
new ordinance passed by the 
City Council this week that 

will triple fines on people Family values; Glen Hod 

found responsible for ex- they appeared in the bn 
cessive decibel emission. 

Make a racket when the __ ■ ■■ ■ 

moon is up and your wallet HOuuIG Cl TOC 

will burn. 

This is one bill that 

Rudolph'Ghtliani, the May- The makers of Shredded Wheat have dropped a tele- 

or (did I hear dictator?), will vision advertisement starring Glenn Hoddle and his 

be rushing to sign. ■ ■ j family because it is “inap pr opriate** to use it following 

He is up for re-election the break up of the England coach’s marriage, 
next month, and making Cereal Partners, makers of the Shredded Wheat 

New York “livable” is his said yesterday they were dropping the advertising 
ticket to another four years campaign because they feared it would cause the 
in Gracie Mansion. A tick- family distress. 

et, by the way, that the The company’s statement said: “We viewed them 

grateful voters are almost as the rest of the country did. as a terrific family, 
certain to grant him. We were therefore surprised and saddened to hear 

To whom will the ordi- the announcement of the Hod dies’ separation. Of 

nance give pause? To dog course, under the circumstances, we do not feel it 

owners, for sure. If your is appropriate to run the advertisement in future 

mut barks at night, the fine because we would not want to cause discomfort to 

may reach $525 (£332). A viewers, or indeed Glenn and his family.” 

loud TV could cost you Cereal Partners’ advertising agency, McCann- 

$1,050 (£664). You thought ’ Erickson, has promoted the ceieal as a breakfast 
the cable bill was bad? Let with strong family associations ever since it started 

you car alarm sound for using the former Ireland football manager Jack 

more than three minutes Charlton and his grandchildren at the beginning of 

and your pain may top the Nineties. It started using Glenn Hoddle, his wife 

S 2.100. Similarly scorching fines are promised to bars with the volume and three children in May following his appointment 

turned too high on their music and drivers who like to lean on their homs. 

(Here, that means everyone). Qouanfu i».. n 

Many city dwellers will applaud the measure, of course, especially those 3CYCnCy“lWO 

in so-called residential areas that have still not been able to withstand 

the spread of the clubs and bars. “New Yorkers are never going to be lis- When President Clinton 

tuning lo crickets at night.” said Councilman Gifford Miller. “We’re just home soon from his currei 

trying to make it a little saner . around South America, the: 

But bar owners are protesting. “This is going lo kill business.” remarked be a fun little puzzle waitii 

one yesterday. The New York Nightlife Association barked: “We’re not him. Call it a sex quiz. It’s a 

saying nightclubs should be exempt from noise codes. Bat there has to is Paula Jones - or rathe 

be a certain amount of tolerance. Hie dty that never sleeps gets its name lawyers, 

from licensed nightclubs". — David Usbome Ms Jones, the former Art 
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Family values Glen Hoddle, with his wife Anne, and their Children Zoe, Zara and Jamie ; 
they appeared in the breakfast cereal TV commercial 

Hoddle dropped from ‘perfect family’ ad 
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as national coach. Advertising industry experts es- 
timate that Hoddle would have been paid up to 
£100,000 for a year-long endorsement deal with the 
cereal company. 

John Gor man, England’s assistant coach and a 
friend of Hoddle’s for 15 years, said yesterday that 
the break up of the marriage was unconnected with 
his role as England coach: “It was not the pressure, 
it was nothing to do with footbalL No one else was 
involved.” 

Mr Hoddle. whose popularity with the fans has 
saved him from the usual harsh treatment meted 
out by the tabloid press to England managers, had 
been married for I8years. He met his wife at school 
in Harlow, Essex, when he was 15. 

The former Tottenham midfielder is a born-again 
Christian who. with the exception of the Shredded 
Wheat ad, .has kept his private and family life out 
of the public eye. The end of his marriage was 
announced by the Football Association in a 
statement which said it was a private matter 
unrelated to his job as England coach. 

— Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 


Seventy-two questions to make Clinton squirm 
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When President Clinton gets 
home soon from his current trip 
around South America, there will 
be a fun little puzzle waiting for 
him. Call it a sex quiz. It’s author 
is Paula Jones - or rather her 
lawyers. 

Ms Jones, the former Arkansas 
staLe employee who is pursuing a 
peculiarly lurid sexual harass- 
ment against the President, is 
asking 72 questions in all All they 
need are yes or no answers, but it 
is not a test that Mr Clinton is like- 
ly to enjoy. Nor will be asking for 
help from the First Lady. 

The questions include this one, 
that cuts to the heart of the suit: 
“Please admit or deny the fol- 
lowing: On May 8, 1991, at the Ex- 
celsior Hotel in Little Rock, Ark. 
Defendant Clinton exposed his pe- 
nis to Paula Jones.” 

And there is this: “Please ad- 
mit or deny the following: After 
May 8 1991, but while he was still 



Governor of the State of Arkansas, 
in the Rotunda of the Arkansas 
State Capitol Defendant Clinton 
touched Paula Jones and said. 
‘Don’t we make a beautiful cou- 
ple - beauty and the beast'." 

Other questions, aJI submitted 
as pari of the pre-trial discoveiy 
process in the suit, seek to estab- 
lish a wider pattern of Mr Clinton, 
in his time as state Governor, trad- 


ing sexual favours for jobs on the 
state payrolL Mr Clinton, who says 
that he cannot even remember 
meeting Ms Jones let alone re- 
vealing any part of his anatomy to 
her, is not likely to engage in this 
particular game. His lawyers have 
the option of asking the judge in 
the case to block the questions. 

With little prospect of the two 
sides agreeing to an out-of-court 
settlement, the case itself is due 
to go to trial in Little Rock next 
May. Mr Clinton’s lead lawyer. 
Bob Bennett, has already voiced 
his disdain. “I am not surprised 
that they would use their plead- 
ings to further uy to embarrass tbe 
President by using rumours and 
hearsay and fictions,” he said. 

For Ms Jones, however, her 
lawyers are unrepentant, even 
though the)' have served notice 
that their own client's wider sex 
life should not be explored in the 
trial — David Usbome 


UPDATE 


SOCIETY 

Benefit system breaking up familie| 

Children of separated parents are missing out on regular contact wift 

their fathers beemise of housingproblesis, it was revealed yesterday.T^jT 

homeless charity, Shelter, says hundreds of fathers end up hometefs j 
in cramped conditions after a relationship breakdown, -.A.j§ • . ■ 

Many are unable to have their children to stay because there i? not 
enoug h room or the conditions are so poor, both of which can lead toa , - 
breakdown in the relationship between the single father and their chil- 
dren, it claims. The charity says the problems arise because, local. court*. ■ 

ok nftp-n fail tn rec o gnise a single father's responsibility for acCQUUMOdafaDg • 

his children.. Chris Holmes, director of Shelter, said: “It is appal Imgthat 
many children’s valuable time with their fathers is bemg dKnipted byli 0 a$»- 
ing problems^ ‘ • 7 " 

DIET 

Tomatoes help keep heart healthy ? 

Fating cooked tnmatngs could halve your risk of heart attacks,, a new; 
study revealed yesterday. The study, which is published in the A/neriau* 
Journal of Epidemiology followed 3,000 men from nine European com* 
tries and looked at those who had heart attacks and those who had not- 
The team from the University of North Carolina took fat samples frxsri 
all the men which revealed what they bad been eating. They found that : 
in the healthy men there was a much higher level of an anu-oxidanfcalleti 
lycopene. The most common source of lycopene is cooked tomatoes such- 
as tomato paste, tomato soup or pizzas, although the high cheese con- . 
tent of pizzas makes experts reluctant to suggest eating these..- ■ 
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HE ALTH ; ’V 

Salmonella risk from pet reptiles ? 

Pet snakes and lizards pose a significant salmonella risk tobabies, doc-* fe - 
tors warned yesterday. A study in the journal .Archives of Disease in Child*:-, 
hood reported on two children, one II days old and the other eight weeks; 
who both became ill from salmonella infection. "h~M- 

In the Youngest child, the bug was acquired from the family's pet green T J 
iguana, which appeared perfectly healthy. The child's symptoms lasted"? - 
for six months. The father of the second child bred snakes. 15 ofwhidt? - - 
shared the family home. The same strain of salmonella was isolated from ? ? 
four of the snake species. > 
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Australia (dollars) 

2.13 

Italy (lira) 

2704 
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Austria (schillings) 

1934 

Japan (yen) 

194.47 



Belgium (francs) 

56.81 

Malta (lira) 

0.61 
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Canada ($) 

2.18 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.09 
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Cyprus (pounds) 

0.81 

Norway (kroner) 

11.16 



Denmark (kroner) 

10.54 

Portugal (escudos) 

278.35 



France (francs) 

9.22 

Spain (pesetas) 

231.38 



Germany (marks) 

2.76 

Sweden (kroner) 

11.98 



Greece (drachmei) 

436.64 

Switzerland (francs) 

231 



Hong Kong ($) 

1215 

Turkey (lira) 

275,709 



Ireland (punts) 

1.07 

USA($) 

1.5^ 
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“A REVELATION 

...Stephen Fry gives a dominating screen 
performance in this impressive and touching work 
of intelligence , compassion and tragic satire. 

Maunder Walker - EVENING STANDARD 

■A WINNER FROM THE START 

... brilliant acting by the entire cast , especially 
Stephen Fry who was bom to be Wilde and Jennifer 
Ehle who breaks hearts as Oscar’s wife , Constance.” 

Miranda Leiy - WOMAN'S JOURNAL 



STEPHEN JUDE VANESSA 

FRY LAW REDGRAVE 



JENNIFER 

EHLE 




~ FABULOUS 

.a passionate and exciting film that cannot possibly fail l 
to move you ... Thrilling, enthralling and intelligent.” 1 


Dan Eider - TOTALF1LM 
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Insurance firm 
dropped black man’s 
image from publicity 


A top UK life insurer was 
yesterday accused of 
i racial bias after replacing 
a black man’s picture on 
a brochure cover with 
the image of a white 
woman. As Nic Ckxitti and 
Tony Bonsignore report, the 
affair has rekindled the 
row over Ford’s alleged 
“ethnic cleansing” of 
black faces from a car 
promotion guide. 


The picture staring out of the 
original application form for an 
Asa Multipension Plan shows 
a serene, sober- loo king man 
wearing a shirt and tie, the epit- 
ome of respectability. Just the 
right person for a personal 
^ pension - except his image was 
" pulled from the brodmre weeks 
after first being distributed up 
and down the country to fi- 
nancial advisers. He is black. 

In his place, Axa Equity & 
Law chose to publish a picture 
of a saber-looking, serene 
young woman, wearing an 
open-necked shirt under a busi- 


ness jacket. She is white. Axa 
claimed yesterday that it want- 
ed only to make the person on 
the front of the picture more 
up-market by having her wear 
a jacket. 

But the sudden change of 
imagery made Tracey Dell, an 
independent financial adviser in 
Northampton, see red. She is 
complaining to the Commission 
for Racial Equality (CRE), al- 
leging that the main reason why 
Axa chose to switch faces on its 
publication was because bro- 
kers selling the product had 
complained. 

“My information is that 
when the brochure went out to 
independent financial advis- 
ers, a handful complained that 
it would be far more difficult to 
sell the product if it had the pic- 
ture of a black man un the 
front,'’ Ms Dell said yesterday. 
“I think it was quite phenom- 
enal to react to pressure in this 
way. 1 mean, if the majority of 
brokers in this country were 
asked whose picture they want 
on the front page of any 
brochure, the chances arc that 
they would ask for Melinda 
Messenger. But no company 
would give in on that one. 


The affair contains echoes 
of last year’s Ford Motor Com-, 
pany furore, where five mem- 
bers of ethnic minorities were 
invited to appear in the picture 
to show the racial mix of Ford's 
workforce at Dagenham. But in 
an ■‘ethnic- cleansed" version of 
the photograph, the black and 
brown faces were replaced by 
white ones. The company apol- 
ogised and paid compensation 
to the five workers. However, | 
an Axa spokes- man yesterday | 
said the derision to drop a black 
face from Ihc company's sales 
aid was not racially motivated 
and was part of its aim to 
change all its product literature 
as part of a merger with another 
insurer. Sun Life. 

He said: “The brief was 
changed in the two brochures 
to reflect a more respectable 
image in the second one. The 
woman is clearly wearing a re- 
spectable business suit while the 
man was in a shirt and tie.” The 
spokesman added that the com- 
pany had also made changes to 
a separate brochure promoting 
another of its products, alter- 
ing the picture from a white 
woman wearing a sweater to a 
man wearing a tie. 



Deep space: Spectators watch yesterday as the nudear-powered Cassini space probe lifts off just before dawn at Ca ^^^^^/R eU t E rs 
for Saturn. The j22 blllion-mite journey will take seven years _ 


Saudi victim’s brother waives right to insist on death penalty 


Neither of the British 
nurses accused of 
* murdering a colleague in 
Saudi Arabia will face 
public beheading after 
the victim’s brother 
waived his right to 
demand the death 
penalty. Steve floggan says 
it took almost a year 
- and £770,000 - to 
reach this point. 


Frank Gilford, the only man 
who could guarantee the lives 
of Deborah Parry and Lucille 
McLauchlan, yesterday ended 
10 months of speculation. 

For Ms McLauchlan. 31, 
who has already been sen- 
tenced to eight years in prison 
and 500 lashes for involvement 
in the murder of Yvonne Gil- 
ford, his announcement was 
academic. But for Deborah 
Parry, who still .awaits the ver- 
dict of a Saudi court, h came as 


a huge relief. Both families ex- 
pressed “delight” last night. 

In return for giving up his 
right, Mr Gilford, who lives in 
Jamestown, South Australia, 
was paid 1.7m Australian dol- 
lars (£770,000), most of which 
will be spent on a new children's 

ward in his sister's name in Ade- 
laide. The rest, he said, would 
go in legal fees, leaving $50JX)0 

for his own pain and suffering. 

It was not "blood money" . 
It was “compensation." Dis- 


gusted at his treatment at the 
hands of the British press, most 
of which regarded his negotia- 
tions with distaste, he banned 
representatives of UK-based 
media organisations from a 
press conference attended by 
his Australian lawyers. . 

"I have agreed to waive the 
death penalty in consideration 
of sources, other than the nurs- 
es and their families, providing 
1.7 million Australian dollars 
(£770,000)," he said. “I would 


like to make it clear I have not 
accepted any ‘blood money’ as 
that is a specified sum under 
Saudi Arabian law ... [IJ have 
accepted compensation which 
is an alternative to ‘blood mon- 
ey* under Saudi Arabian law. 

“From information that I 
have received I believe that the 
nurses are guilty of the murder 
of my sister but in the end I 
leave their guilt to the Saudi 
court to determine." Ms Gil- 
ford, 55, was found battered. 


stabbed and suffocated in her 
room at the King Rihd Military 
Medical Centre in Dhahran last 
December. The Saudi author- 
ities claim the women killed her 
during a row when she tried to 
end a lesbian relationship with 
Ms Parry, 38, something both 
nurses deny. 

The Saudi court is now like- 
ly to hand down its verdict on 
Ms Pany. If its three judges de- 
cide she is guilty of “intentional 
murder", she would have been 


eligible for the death penalty 
without Mr Gilford’s waiver. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, said work was going 
on behind the scenes to ensure 
that neither woman would be 
flogged He told ITN: “I did say 
our objective was to see that 
neither nurse was beheaded or 
flogged. We are half-way there 
and let us hope we can go the 
extra distance." 

A statement issued on be- 
half of the women's families 


thanked all the lawyers in- 
volved and concluded: “We 
are pleased to note that the ma- 
jority of the payment to Mr Gil- 
ford is to be used for charitable 
purposes as the girls have al- 
ways found it difficult to ap- 
preciate the need under sharia 
law to compensate Mr Gilford 
and his family for a crime 
which they did not commit in 
order to avoid the possibility of 
the most terrible miscarriage of 
justice." 


. Beards and beer bellies left in the past as 
Veal ale gurus come of age 


The Campaign for Real 
Ale, arguably one of the 
most successful 
consumer campaigns, 
celebrates its 25th. 
anniversary today. 

Stephen Goodwin toasts the 
occasion at the All 
Nations in Shropshire. 

I 

Whiter “Watty" Colley, drop- 


yuiH ui I 

brewed pale ale poured into a 
large old whisky bottle, was 
unimpressed by the accolades 
heaped on the pub and the 
golden liquid he was carrying 

Watty has been drinking All 
Nations pale ale for 54 years 
and he does not need a fancy 
guide book to tell him it is a 
cracking pint. “I’m not happy 
with the price, mind thee, 
added the 79 -year-old former 
kiln-worker. A pint at the All 
Nations costs 95p. - 

None of the -regulars is 

r about to go overboard about 
their pub's inclusion in Camra s 
Silver Selection - the select few 
who have featured m all -5 
Good Beer Guides. 

: once characterised as a sort 
of mutual support group for 
men with beards and beer bel- 
lies, Camra has proved itself a 
strikingly successful consumer 



Wfell served: The AH Nations pub in Madeley, Shropshire, 
has made all 25 Good Beer Guides Photograph: David Rose 


campaigning oiganisati on. Its 
object was to drive out “fizzy 
beer" - where carbon dioxide 
was used to force beer to the 
bar - and also “characterless 
keg" so that drinkers could 
once again enjoy traditionally 
brewed cask beer. Real ale 
was then the exception in pubs 

but by J 980 the epitomy of fizzy 
beer, Watneys Red, had been 
axed and hand pumps sprout- 
ed on bars across the country. 

There are now around 2jou 
real ales and new breweries are 

opening at a rate of almost one 

a week. But not everything is 

rosy in the beer garden; char- 
acterless keg, employing ni- 
trogen in its dispensing and 


■milli ons of pounds in its ad- 
vertising, is still a Camra target. 
And then there is price. Tbday 
the average pint costs £1-64 and 
win rise to £2.15. In 1974 beer 
cost an average 15p a pint. 

Madeley, in rural Shrop- 
shire, is a down-to-earth place. 
The All Nations and pubs dose 
by once slaked the thirsts of 
those who stoked the furnaces 

and oiled tbe wheels of the first 

industrial revolution. The Blists 
HSU works where Watty once 
fired the kilns is new part of the 
Ironbridge Gorge Museum. 

Kehh Hardman, the land- 
lord, was as unfazed as his 
regulars by the fame. Each 
year Camra sends him a stick- 


er hailing the pub’s inclusion in 
the guide but he has QOt both- 
ered to put any of them in the 
window of the unprepossessing 
bu fl ding. 

“It’s a pub, it’s not a restau- 
rant that sells beer or anything 
like that," Mr Hardman said. 

The All Nations was buih in 

1789 on a bank high above the 
River Severn and it has stayed 
within two families all that 
time - Baggulays and Lewises. 
Mr Hardman married Jean 
Lewis, whose father, BQ1. took 
over the pub in 1934. Howev- 
er, its survival. is credited to her 
mother, Eliza. 

TWenty-five years ago there 
were just four home-brewed 
pubs left in the country, two of 
which were in Shropshire, the 
All Nations and the Three 
Tins at Bishops Castle. 

Eliza Lewis ladled the beer 
by hand - some 200 gallons per 
brew - from tbe coal-fired 
copper into the mash tun, back 
into the boiler and theD into the 
fermenting vessel. 

Pressed hard yesterday, 
Graham WDson, a retired long- 
distance lorry driver, broke out 
of the undemonstrative cover 


Sainsburys new delivery. 

Hand-made pizza 
straight Jrom America. 


anu sang me 

its pale ale and even its outside 
toilets. “It’s what I was brought 
up with. You can get wet with 
a good pint inside, andyou can 
get wet when you have to go 
outside." 
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Soinsbuiys Uno Pizza, the authentic hand-made deep dish pizza jrom America. 
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®y ■ better Westminster housing chief’s homes sell-off fears 


home computer, 
talk to a company 
that makes PCs. 

Net one that sells 
washing machines, 
cameras and hi-fi. 




* * . "-H 












0^^, We know you want the latest technology for your 
money. So. unlike retailers, we only but id your PC 
after you call. This means we can offer up-to-fhe^ 
minute systems like the Dell Dimension 1 " XPS D3QQ 
MT at the keenest prices. Winner of November's PC 
Pro Recommended Award, it bear the competition hands down in 
every category, earning the verdict of “an extremely good value, 
feature-packed PC that offers cutting edge technology for under 
£2.000." Award-winning systems like this are why we've become the 
world's largest direct PC manufacturer*. And why you should call us. 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS D300 MT 

•INTEL PENTIUM® II PROCESSOR 300MHZ 

•64MB SDRAM P^Ewy 

•6.4GB HARD DRIVE 

•HIGH PERFORMANCE TRINITRON" TCO 17' MONITOR (0.26 DOT PITCH, pentiimrfl 

15.65' VIEWABLE AREA) 

•512XB INTERNAL CACHE 

•STB VELOCITY nVIDEA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 4MB SGRAAS VIDEO MEMORY 
•12-24X CD-ROM DWVE 

•AWE 64 SOUND CARD AND AUK LANSING ACS290 SPEAKERS 
•IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE WITH 3 X 100M6 CARTRIDGES 
•MINITOWER CHASSIS 

•WINDOWS 95 AND MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 

£1849 (£2,207.82, « ) 

•ADD A US ROBOTICS 56KB MODEM FOR ONLY £70 (£82J25) INC VAT) 

•WE HAVE A NUMBER OF PRINTER OPTIONS AVAILABLE - ASK FOR DETAILS 


SPECIAL HOME SOFTWARE PACK 


FOR ONLY £49 (£57.57 INC VAT) YOU CAN BUOY A FANTASTIC > 
SELECTION OF TOP MICROSOFT SOFTWARE TITLES INCLUDING: 

•MS ENCARTA™ 97 (US) - INTERACTIVE MUUIMBJIA ENCYCLOPAEDIA - 
A GREAT EDUCATIONAL TOOL 

•MS ENCARTA WORLD ATLAS - A MULTIMEDIA VIEW OF THE WORU) 

•MS GOLF (US) -TEST YOUR GOLFING SKILLS ON WORLD-FAMOUS COURSES 
•MS MONEY (US) -HELPS YOU BALANCE ACCOUNTS, 

PLAN HOUSEHOLD BUDGETS AND MUCH MORE 
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Former Westminster City 
Council bousing chief, Gra- 
ham England, described in the 
High Court yesterday his anx- 
iety over the Tbiy majority 
group's controversial plan to 
sell off up to 500 council homes 
a year. 

He conceded the late 1980s 
sell-off scheme - which has left 
him. Dame Shirley Porter and 
other council colleagues facing 
a £31m surcharge - was pitched 
“at a very high level" and he 
certainly would not have 
recommended it 

The ex-housing director tokl 
three judges he was concerned 


that the district auditor would 
take the view that the council 
was fettering its ability to ful- 
fil its statutory duties to house 
the homeless. 

But he took advice from a 
leading lawyer, who said he was 
being “over-restrictive" and 
the city-wide policy was lawful. 

Asked by Alun Jones QC 
appearing for the auditor, if he 
thought that to designate 500 
sales a year was “on the edge 
of perversity”, he replied: “It 
was on the right side of the 
edge.” 

Mr England, ex-council 
leader Dame Shirley and three 


other former .Westminster col- 
leagues are all asking the High 
Court to overturn the £31.6m 
surcharge imposed by district 
auditor John - Magfll after he 
said they were guilty of “dis- 
graceful and improper gerry- 
mandering” between 1987 and 
1989. 

In May last year he made 
them and one other council of- 
ficial “jointly and severally” li- 
able to repay the sum he 
estimated to have been wrong- 
ly spent on allegedly trying to 
fix election results in eight 
marginal wards, by selling counr 
cii homes cheaply under the 


right-to-buy scheme to people 
who were more likely to vote 
Conservative. 

Paul Hayler. the former di- 
visional housing director, who 
also faces the surcharge, is 01 
and is not appealing. 

Cross-examined by Mt 
J ones, Mr England recalled 
the uproar at City Hall as the 
Conservative majority group 
battled to introduce a desig- 
nated sales policy. He told 
Lord Justice Rose, sitting with 
Mr Justice Latham and Mr Jus- 
tice Keene, that at one housing 
committee meeting in April 
1987, the police had to be 


called and he had ende d up /; 
“pinned against a glass window - 

on the 19th floor of City HalT^v 
Mr England denied helping . - 
to throw a “smokescreen”^' 
round the policy in order to g#\ 
it approved- He described 1^. 
growing anxiety .when it 
originally proposed to . larged 
sales in eight key maiging. 
wards and how be had warned: " 
against it. But the decisi on tri - 
target 500 homes a year across, 
the city had been made . ; ohr\ 

proper grounds and he was got. .. 
guilty of wilful misconduct - : /. '• 
The hearing resume^;. . J 
today. iy 


Baby’s injuries were inflicted, nanny trial told 


The baby who died while being 
cared for by nanny Louise 
Woodward had been shaken 
with “quite enormous force”, 
an ejqjert on child abuse told 
her murder trial yesterday. 

Dr Eli Newberger said nine- 
month-old Matthew Eappen 
had been subjected to a shak- 
ing so violent that it would 
have been carried out with as 
mudi eneigy as an adult could 
use. 

It went on for up to and 
beyond a minute, probably in 
intervals. Dr Newberger told 
the Middlesex Superior Court 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
where Miss Woodward, 19, of 
Elton, near Chester, is on tri- 
al for first degree murder. 

Dr Newberger, a key pros- 
ecution witness, who has writ- 
ten seven books on child abuse 
and beads the Child Protection 
Scheme and Boston’s Chil- 
dren's Hospital, said that from 
the lime he first saw the baby 
- the day after his admission 
to the hospital in February - 
he had been in “next to no 
doubt" that he was a child 
abuse victim, who had suffered 
“shaken baby syndrome". 

“From the clinical record 
and my examination it was 
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clear this was a child whose 
neurological system had suf- 
fered devastating injuries.” 

He said they could not have 
been caused by a gentle shak- 
ing, the baby being tossed on 
a bed or being dropped on a 
towel covering a bathroom 
floor, as Miss Woodward is al- 
leged to have told police. 

Asked by prosecuting at- 
torney Gerry Leone whether 
the injuries were accidental or 


inflicted. Dr Newberger 
replied: “They were inflicted." 

Dr Newberger said: “This 
shaking was of such a violent 
degree that it would have re- 
quired as much energy as an 
adult could muster, sustained 
over a period of time ap- 
proaching or exceeding a 
minute, probably delivered in 
intervals. This child's clinical 
condition indicated his brain 
and eyes had been subjected 


to quite enormous direct 
force." 

He said the injuries were at 
the “far end of the spectrum 
of severity" of about 20 cases 
of Shaken Baby Syndrome he 
saw each year. He was not sur- 
prised there were no external 
injuries found on the baby on 
his admission to hospitaL “This 
is typical in these cases.” 

“My opinion is that all the 
injuries arc attributable to 


Unpaid crew 
force ship to 
Plymouth 


A giant car-carrier was strand- 
ed last night outside Plymouth 
harbour after the crew mutinied 
and took over the vessel 
protesting about unpaid wages. 

The O'Shea Express was on 
route from Bremerhaven in 
Germany to Lebanon when 
the 1 1 Lebanese crew members 
revolted over their unpaid 
wages, reported to be worth 
nearly $26,000. 

The angry crew forced the 
Polish master to change course 
to Plymouth late on Ibesday. 
Under maritime law, the British 
port can act as neutral waters 
in which to settle the dispute. 

Mark Clark, a spokesman 
for the Brixham Coastguard in 
Plymouth, said: “According to 
information received by us, the 
carrier was taken over by the 
crew in protest about unpaid 
wages. The Maritime Safety 
Agency will be making a visit to 
check safety conditions." 

WD Tamlyn, the Plymouth- 
based agents for the company, 
said yesterday: “ The owners' 
representatives are on board lo 
tiy and resolve the situation." 

When asked why the crew' s 
wages had noi been paid, the 
spokesman said: “These things 
can happen. Paying conditions 
go wrong, or the owners keep 
Lhe funds in the bank to gel the 
interest.” — Louise Hancock 


Jail conditions dreadful, 
says chief inspector 


The prisons inspector warns that 
conditions in some jails are as 
bad as a century ago, and as 
numbers of inmates rise, 
standards are failing, reports Jason 
Bennetto, Crime Correspondent. 


The Chief Inspector of Prisons has 
launched an outspoken attack on condi- 
tions in jails which he says are collapsing 
because of pressure from overcrowding 
and lack of funding. 

Sir David Ramsbotham has recom- 
mended Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, 
to carry out an “urgent examination" of 
the entire prison system. He said some of 
the conditions were what he would expect 
in jails in the last century and that stan- 
dards were dropping below (he minimum 
promised by the Prison Service. 

He said: “1 must voice my concern that, 
to continue to cut resources while the 
prison population climbs inexorably high- 
er, is in danger of becoming a process of 
reductio ad absurdum (reducing it to a 
farce].” 

The sweeping criticisms of the system 
are some of the most outspoken comments 
yet made ty Sir David, who is the coun- 
try’s most senior inspector of prisons. 

The comments follow a report pub- 
lished yesterday following an unan- 
nounced visit in March to Lincoln adult 
prison for convicted adults and people on 
remand. 

He said that staff on the wing for 200 
unconvicted prisons awaiting trial were 


“clearly demoralised and no longer 
believed that they were in control of the 
landings". 

The centre were inmates spent their 
first night was in a "dreadful state", with 
ripped and stained mattresses, and en- 
crusted food on the walls and ceilings. Sir 
David commented: “You begin to wonder 
in which country, and in what century, what 
is described is being allowed to take 
place. When you realise that it is England 
in 1997 you feel angry that this is being 
tolerated." 

He said prison managers “must feci ex- 
tremely concerned about the future, in 
many other prisons, as numbers continue 
to rise." 

The prison population in England and 
Wales has continued to go up again and 
currently stands at a record 63,000. The 
Government made an emergency payment 
of £44m earlier this year to help cope with 
overcrowding. 

A Prison Service spokesman said: 
“There has been an awful lot of im- 
provements in the past five years, such as 
the ending of slopping out and expansion 
of workshops. Staff have been incredible 
in the way they have dealt with the 
problems." 

In response to (he criticism of Lincoln. 
Richard Hit, director general of the 
Prison Service, said: “We accept that this 
is a critical report identifying some real 
problems in an elderly local prison fac- 
ing severe population pressures within a 
light budget. However, many of the prob- 
lems identified in the report have been 
tackled." 
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demonstration of the degree of 
force he said would have been 
necessary to cause the massive ' 
injuries. He shook hi^ hands' 
violently in front of him, raised 
them above his head ; and. 
slammed them down towards 
the floor as he said how the" 
baby would have been grasped -■ 
firmly and shaken for a num- 
ber of seconds with the great- ■ 
esl possible force before being . 
slammed to the floor, causing 
a skull fracture to the bade of 
his bead. . 

The prosecution alleges that 
Miss Woodward killed the. 
baby in a rage of frustration.' 
and bitterness because h&ivas., 
crying all day and- die was - 
unhappy with her job. .. 

The defence claims, the in- 
jury could have been Caused, 
accidentally, some daysbefofe, ; 
and that the brain injuries ! 
veloped as it starred to bleed :j 
again. The case continues, r v: 


Tories drop 
Saatchi 

The Conservative Party aired a •' 
party political broadcast last 1 ^ 
night without the im-oh'cmem^B^ 
of the Saalchi brothers for the' 
first time in 15 years. The nd-/ ^ 
vertising industry believes the ... 
Tories have dropped the M&C;: •; 

Saatchi advertising agency pet- 
manently. The broadcast, which -V.' 
was made by the man who de-: . : 

signed William Hague’s lead- T 
ership campaign platforms, ’, - 
shows the Conservative leader" 
talking to people about Tory : 
values. It included shots of Mr ' I 
Hague wearing his infamous 
baseball cap. 


Rail inquiry * 
chief quits 

The man leading the inquiry 
into last month's train crash in . - 
Southall, west London, in which: 
seven people died, has resigned _ 
over a possible conflict of in-., 
terest, the Health and Safety 
Executive announced last nighL : 

The HSE said it was possi-.; 
ble that Dr Tony Barrell’s po- 
sition as a non-executive 
director of BAA pic, which is 
jointly constructing the, . 
Heathrow Express along the •. 
same stretch of line in west Lon-.-j^ 
don, could be thought to comApf 
promise his appointment to; *’ ' 
head the inquiry. ’ 

— Randeep^Rnmesfi 


Staff made series of errors over psychiatric patient who killed 


Hospital staff and social work- 
ers made a series of errors over 
the treatment of a psychiatric 
patient who battered her father 
to death on a home visit, an in- 
quiry has found. 

Sarah Beynon, a 22-year-old 
insurance clerk, had been al- 
lowed out of a secure clinic in 
Bristol where she was being 
treated for schizophrenia when 
she carried out the killing with 
a hammer. 

She pleaded guilty to 
manslaughter due to dimin- 
ished responsibility at Bristol 
Crown Court in May last year. 
The court heard how she at- 
tacked her father Colin in the 


garden of the family home and 
battered him to death with a 
mallet and a hammer taken 
from his toolbox. She is now de- 
tained indefinitely in 
Broadmoor. 

The inquiiy. published yes- 
terday, shows lhat the string of 
errors began soon after Miss 
Beynon was first admitted to 
the mental health unit of 

Southmcad Hospital, Bristol in 
August 1994. 

The report describes how 
her medication was poorly 
monitored: she was not 
screened for drug abuse despite 
admitting to taking ecstasy; 
there was a lack of communi- 


cation between social work- 
ers; and the risk she posed was 
not formally assessed. 

She was given leave from 
Soutbmead despite her mental 
slate and the rcpon revealed 
that her unauthorised absences 
sometimes took place with her 
father’s collusion. 

Many risks were taken, 
without calculation". It said: 
“[Miss Benyon] behaved 
repeatedly in a way which 
created a risk of serious harm 
both to herself and others." 

In January 1995, Miss 
Beynon was moved to the acute 
ward at Fromeside secure unit 
in Bristol where she was often 


the only woman among 15 
men, despite staff being 
“well aware of the tensions 
and difficulties" this produced. 

The report, whose chair- 
man was Professor Bridgit Di- 
mond, said: “Up until early 
June 1995, the clinical team 
were well aware of [Miss Beny- 
on’s] dangerousness, however, 
from July [she] largely con- 
trolled her contact with staff at 
Fromeside and other mental 
health workers.” 

The inquiry said the killing 
“could probably not have been 
avoided" although the risk 
‘‘might have been reduced”. 

Ann Lloyd of the Healthcare 


Trust which runs Fromeside - 
Clinic said: “It was a desperately - 
tragic event and we would like . 
to place on record our sincere 
regrets to Sarah’s family. We . 
acknowledge the shortcomings ■ 
highlighted in this report” . .• 
la a statement Jenny.' 
Beynon, Sarah's mother, saicL 
“While I welcome Professor .■ 
Dimond’s report, I sincerely.; 
hope it will not be tefl to 
gather dust, but will be imple-' . 
mented quickly and effective- 
ly and that adequate resources . 
are made available to do- ■ 
so." • -: 

— Glenda Gaopef*;. 
Social Affairs Correspondent 
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Bacteria proving 
resistant to drugs 






Cold comfort The commonest way of catching a cold from aTinfectedperso!^^ 


and later rub your eyes, health experts say 


Common colds that begin on the hands 


If you should meet a consultant 
chest physician and sniffle in hs 
presence, he will be unlikely to 
greet you with a handshake. It 
is not coughs and sneezes that 
spread diseases but hands. 

The commonest way of 
catching a cold from an infect- 
ed person is by shaking hands 
with them and later rubbing 
your eyes. This is a more reli- 
able way of transmitting the 
virus than breathing near them 
or even kissing them. 

A guide to facts and fiction 
about colds and flu was pub- 
lished yesterday by the Con- 
sumer Health Information 
) Centre, set up to improve un- 
derstanding of common ail- 
ments by the Proprietary 
Association of Great Britain 
which represents pharmacists. 


Advised by doctors, nurses 
and patients' representatives, 
the centre launched a campaign 
to beat the bugs that cause the 
loss of 150 million working 
days a year. 

The guide dismisses the 
widely held belief that silting in 
a draught or gelling caught in 
the rain can bring on a cold. 
However, working in a modem, 
air-conditioned building where 
there are no natural draughts 
may increase the risk. Studies 
of US servicemen living in old. 
draughty huts had only half as 
many colds as their counter- 
parts in new quarters. 

The average cold lasts from 
four to 14 days - longer if your 
body was at a low ebb when it 
started. Antibiotics are use- 
less because they act only 


against bacteria and colds are 
caused by viruses. 

The tradition of feeding 
chicken soup to cold sufferers, 
which dates back to the 13th 
ccntuiy. has no scientific foun- 
dation beyond the comforting 
effects of the warm drink. In 
197S a doctor in Florida test- 
ed the soup's effects and found 
it let patients breathe more eas- 
ily. "The improvements, how- 
ever, did not last for long. Any 
steaming hot drink probably has 
similar effects,” the guide says. 

A survey showed eight out 
of 10 people agreed it was im- 
portant to treat themselves 
when they got a cold or flu. but 
60 per cent said they had seen 
a family doctor over a minor 
problem in the last year. The 
centre's helpline, staffed by 


Threat to dental care 


A change in regulations gov- 
erning dentists could result in 
any patient who has not 
attended within the last 15 
months being dropped from 
the NHS list. 

The British Dental Asso- 
ciation said the change, 
introduced in September last 
year, threatened to deprive up 
millions of patients of aD 
NHS dentist. The associa- 


tion - which claims up to 5 
million patients could be de- 
registered without their 
knowledge - is calling for 
the restoration of the regis- 
tration period to 24 months. 

Dentists arc paid £5 a 
year for every pa dent on their 
register to ensure continuity 
of care. The BDA agreed a re- 
duction in the registration 
period from 24 to 15 months 


with the Government last 
year in order to raise £20m for 
improvements in children’s 
dentistry. However, the asso- 
ciation now says that other 
changes have yielded savings 
of £50m and the reduction is 
no longer required. Figures 
show • that on average 
patients visit the dentist once 
every 19 months. 

— Jeremy Laumnce 


SENNV 


THE SENNA WATCH 
BY UNIVERSAL GENEVE. 
AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY 
AT HARRODS. 




The new Senna watch collection by Universal Geneve 
captures all the qualities that made Ayr ton Sezrna the worid’s most 
admired racing driver. Precision. Performance. Professionalism. 
A stunning collection of chronographs exclusively 
available at Harrods now. 

Fine Jewellery, Ground Floor. 


Ham* UmilM, Knghtsbridgt, Lmdrn SW1X 7XL Tdpte, 0171-730 1234. 


pharmacists,]* 0845 606 J 6] 1. 
% Hospitals in Worccster- 


Blood Service said yesterday. A 
spokeswoman for the service 


shire and Oxfordshire have said supplies of the common- 
postponed operations because est group 0 blood had been 


of a shortage of blood, the Mid- 
lands region of the National 


halved. 


— Jeremy Laurence 


Illnesses caused by 
bacteria resistant to 
antibiotics are growing 
around the world and 
are spreading beyond 
hospitals into the 
community- Jeremy 
Laumnce, Health Editor, 
reports on how the 
over- use of medicines 
has irretrievably altered 
the microbiological 
environment. 


Public health experts are 
becoming increasingly alarmed 
at the threat to world health 
from the emergence of new 
strains of bacteria that cannot 
be destroyed by antibiotics. 

Fears have been fuelled by 
the discovery of a bug in Japan 
last May and in the US in July 
resistant to the antibiotic, van- 
comycin. which is normally the 
last line of defence against h. 
The bug was an unusual strain 
of the MRSA bacterium (methy- 
ci llm-resistant staphylococcus 
aureus) which is a common 
cause of hospital infections in 
Britain. 

An international confer- 


ence organised by the Gov- 
ernment Public Health Labo- 
ratory Service in London 
yesterday considered measures 
to stem the rise in resistant 
strains. Professor Brian Duer- 
den, deputy director of the 
service, said the seemingly un- 
controlled increase in resis- 
tance presented a major to 
challenge to medical practice 
and to the community at large. 

There have been some van- 
comycin resistant enterococci 
[bacteria] in some hospitals in 
London that arc almost un- 
beatable. It is very worrying. ” 
he said, adding that it was not 
just a hospital problem but 
was now being seen in the 
community. “A/RW-infecled 
patients are discharged from 
hospital with increasing speed 
and then transferred repeatedly 
between community facilities 
such as nursing homes and day 
care centres." 

One bug which first 
emerged in Spain, where an- 
tibiotics can be bought over the 
counter and are used in huge 
quantities, caused an outbreak 
of infection among children in 
Iceland and was later trans- 
ferred to the US. The bug, a 
strain of pneumococcus resis- 
tant to penicillin which causes 


pneumonia, ear infections, a 
type of meningitis and the 
blood infection, septicaemia, 
now accounts for a quarter of 
all resistant strains ot pneumo- 
coccus identified in the US. 

Professor Duerden said: 
“People move and their organ- 
isms move with them. With the 
growth in travel it only needs 
one rare event on the other side 
of the world and it becomes an 
international problem." 

Scientists had been warning 
about the growipg problem for 
2(1 years and governments were 
tinallv taking notice. In Britain, 
parliamentary committees are 
examining the issue and the 
Chief Medical Officer was also 
invoked. “It has come to the 
top of the agenda." he said. 

It was no good waiting for 
drug companies to develop 
new antibiotics. The last new 
group, the fluoroquinolonesO. 
were introduced 20 years ago 
and there were no new agents 
ready to be introduced. 

“It is a biological problem. 
There are limited targets in the 
bacterial cell that you can aim 
drugs at. There are a lot of 
agents that will kill the cell but 
they will also kill us. The task 
is to find one that is fatal to the 
bacterium but not lo us.” 
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Tories may 
risk snap poll 
in Merchant’s 
hot seat 


Party organisers are 
gearing up for a spate of 
by-elections in the next 
few weeks. A death, a 
resignation and a court 
decision have left voters 
in three areas wondering 
who their future MP will 
be. Fran Abrams weighs up 
the odds. 


Beckenham Conservatives met 
the party chairman. Lord 
Park! a son, last night to discuss 
the resignation of 'their MP 
Piers Merchant, sparking ru- 
mours that a replacement could 
be elected before Christmas. 

Although no-one would dis- 
close the meeting, party sources 
suggested Central Office was 
keen to call a by-election as 
soon as possible. Mr Merchant 
resigned on Tuesday after re- 
newed allegations of an affair 
with an 18-year-old researcher. 
The local party association's ex- 
ecutive will meet tomorrow to 
decide its next move. 

However, same sources 
said the Beckenham by-election 
could be held on 27 November, 
coinciding with the most like- 
ly date for the by-election which 
must be held in Winchester. 

Winchester’s new Liberal 
Democrat MP, Mark Oaten, 
must defend his seat against its 
former Conservative incum- 
bent, Gerry Malone, after a 
court decided that his two- 
vote victory in May was invalid. 
Although die election is bound 
to be dose-run, the Liberal De- 
mocrats seem relatively confi- 
dent. As a sitting member Mr 
Oaten is bound to have gained 
status and local recognition. 

The Paisley by-election, 


caused by the suicide of the 
Labour MP Gordon McMaster, 
will be held on 6 November, 
labour sources confirmed last 
night that the date would be an- 
nounced this week in the Lon- 
don Gazette, the official channel 
for the writ to be moved while 
Pariiament is not sitting. 

Labour’s Paisley candidate 
will be Douglas Alexander, 30, 
a former speechwri ter for Gor- 
don Brown and the late Labour 
leader John Smith. 

The lories have selected a 
local florist, Sheila Laidlaw, 58, 
to fight the seat, but the real 
contest will be between Labour 
and the Scottish National Par- 
ty candidate, Ian Blackford, 36, 
a financial analyst. 

Mr McMaster regained 
Paisley South with 21,4$2 votes 
ax the general election to the 
SNP’s 8,732. The Liberal De- 
mocrats had 3,500 and the 
Conservatives 3,200. Despite 
the safe nature of the seat. 
Labour is bound to fear that 
scandals surrounding the for- 
mer MFs death could damage 
its vote. Paul Mack, a contro- 
versial councillor accused of 
spreading rumours about him, 
is to stand independently. 

There were no immediate 
takers for the Beckenham seat 
last ni gh t, although more than 
300 applicants are expected. 
Former ministers who lost their 
seals in May were thought to be 
weighing up the idea, though 
Chris Patten is said to be busy 
writing a book and Malcolm 
Rifitind is said to want a Scot- 
tish seat 

Yesterday Michael Portillo 
again appeared to rule himself 
out - his friends had said it was 
too soon - though some cynics 
said he might allow himself to 
be persuaded to stand. 



New terms: A Commons committee was tokl yesterday that easing accounting rules on student loans could free up to £1 bn a year 
to help relieve the cash crisis in higher education Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Fix can put 
£lbn into 

education 


The Government should relax strict 
counting rules affeefingstudent loans togee : 
up jElbillion a year to ease the higher-ed- 
ucation funding crisis, a former SeniorTrea-- . 
sury official said yesterday. - - 

Dr Bill Robinson, special adviser to the 
Chancellor from 1991-93, said mimscws 
could safely change rules which mean 
dent loans are treated by the Treasuiv-as 
if they will never be paid back. The ad- 
justment would remove loans frompiflffic . 
spending, allowing the Government-Jo- 
put more money into higher education and - 
stay within its spending limits. 

Arguments over changes to public ac- 
counting rules were being heard yesterday 
by the Commons education and employ- 
ment select committee as pari of its inquiry 
into higher education funding. The inquiry 
follows the publication last July of the Deal- 
ing Report, and the decision to introduce-, 
means-tested tuition fees next September. 

Senior economists have told the com- 
mittee that continuing to classify student 
lending as spending means there will ef- 
fectively be no benefit from raising student 
contributions to higher education until' 
around 2007, when the first fee-payere are 
repaying their loans. However, ministers 
fear a relaxation in the rules could cause 
alarm in the City over public spending. 

— Lucy Ward, Education Correspondent 


Threat to end child benefit for over- 16s lifted 


Gordon Brown’s ' 
proposal to abolish child 
benefit for the over- 16s is 
at risk, according to 
Whitehall sources. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on a 
pledge which appears to 
have vanished without 
trace. 1 


The threat to child benefit re- 
ceived by mothers with children 
aged 16 to IS in full-time edu- 
cation - dubbed Labour's 
“Teenage Tax” by the Tories - 
has been lifted. 

Parents of children in full- 
time education continue to re- 
ceive the benefit, of £1 1.05 for 
the first child and £9 for sub- 
sequent children, up to their 
19th birthday. It is not available 
for over- 16s in training. 

Abolition of the benefit was 
first floated by Mr Brown, 
when he was shadow Chancel- 
lor in April last year, when it 
was said that more than a mil- 
l/on families could be affected. 


with an annual saving to the Ex- 
chequer of £700m. The plan 
was to redirect the cash to 
help low and middle-income 
families with children in edu- 
cation or training, penalising 
parents like those with children 
in the sixth-form at Eton. 

Tony Blair subsequently 
supported a review, when he 
said: “It makes absolute sense 
to look hard at all the sources 
of money in this area, and to 
review the present system and 
see whether it’s fair, whether it's 
efficient, whether the money 
could not be better used in 
extending opportunity for peo- 
ple currently denied it” 


But Vie Independent has 
been told that the Labour 
leader wanted a review as a de- 
vice to kick an unpopular idea 
into touch - a means of drop- 
ping it, without embarrassing 
Mr Brown. 

The Labour election mani- 
festo said: “We are committed 
to retain universal child bene- 
fit where it is uorveisal today - 
from birth to age 16 - and to 
uprate it at least in line with 
prices.” But it then added: 
“We are reviewing education- 
al finance and maintenance 
for those older than 16 to en- 
sure higher staying-on rates at 
school and college, and that re- 


sources are used to support 
those most in need. This review 
will continue in government.” 

Whitehall sources have said 
that an inter-departmental re- 
view, led by the Department for 
Education and Employment, 
has been at work for some 
months. The Chancellor said in 
his Budget speech, on 2 July, 
that the review would be com- 
pleted “to ensure that resources 
are used to support those most 
in need”. 

But two sources from dif- 
ferent departments have said 
that the review has "run into the 
ground”. 

Implementation of Mr 


Sf.-. 
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Brown's idea was said not to 
have the support of Cabinet col- 
leagues; it was said to be much 
too complicated to implement; 
and would not generate suffi- 
cient savings from the better- 
off to make it worthwhile. 

A spokeswoman for the 
DfEE confirmed that a review 
was taking place, but she was 
unable to offer any published 
reference to it by any of her 
department's ministers. 

The Commons library said 
that it had nothing on its par- 
liamentary database to show 
that any minister in any other 
department had said anything 
about the proposal since May. 
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Anatomy of 
a sting: how 
an MP was 

trapped 


^Conservative MP Piers 
Merchant was the latest 
victim of tabloid 
newspaper investigations 
into sleaze. 

Kim Sertgupw looks at 
the newspaper operation 
behind his foil, and 
examines the questions 

it raises about privacy 

and the press. 

The flat was in York, the room 
had “traditional" oak beams 
and a “huge" double bed. Ly- 
ing “'provocatively” on this bed 
was a crotchless, fake-leopard- 
skin body suit. Anna Cox held 
it up to Piers Merchant and his 
friend and former researcher 
'j^knthony Gilberthorpe, and 
"■ murmured “Only Piers is going 
to see me in this, and he wiU 
have to wait”. All this and 
much, much more was being 
video-taped, and lies locked 
away in the offices of the Sun- 
day Minor, 

On Tuesday, Mr Merchant, 
the MP for Beckenham, re- 
signed, just 24 hours after af- 
ter threatening legal action 
against the Sunday Mirror, and 
posing for a photo opportuni- 
ty with his wife Helen and his 
mistress, Anna Cox, an 18 - 
year-old former nightclub host- 
ess. He had discovered the 
sheer extent of the evidence of 
^dulteiy the newspaper had 
gathered against him. 

Since the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, and the 
questioning of media tactics 
that followed, this was the first 
major tabloid excursion in ex- 
posing the alleged sexual trans- 
gressions of a public figure. 

The Press Complaints Com- 
mission bad promised a clam- 
pdown on intrusions into 
privacy. But Mr Merchant has 
not. as yet complained. If he did. 
the newspaper's defence will be 
public interest. The MP, they 
could say, has consistently lied 
% about his relationship with Ms 
*^Cox and hypocritically used the 
* issue to castigate the press. 

The most potent evidence in 
the newspaper’s armoury is 
the one which could in fact lead 
to the most concern about the 
methods used in a newspaper 
investigation - the video and au- 
dio tapes which allegedly prove 
Mr Merchant was much more 
than just a good friend of Ms 
Cos, as be had claimed to the 
public and his constituency. 

Apart from the sexual as- 
pect, the tapes also apparent- 
ly recorded Mr Merchant 
♦.poking Heil Hitler -salutes 
'fjbout Mr Gilberthorpe be- 
coming the owner and boss of 
an antique centre below his flat, 
and making remarks about se- 
nior Tbries. 

How did the Sunday Mirror 
get this? It was arranged 


through Anthony Gilberthorpe. 
and filmed at his York home, 
the apparatus being set up by 
a surveillance expert. 

It is understood that Mr 
Gilberthorpe. who had worked 
for Mr Merchant in the mid 80s 
when he was MP for Newcas- 
tle Central and subsequently 
kept in touch, look the story to 
the Sunday Mirror at the end of 
last week. A figure of around 
£25,000 was negotiated. Mr 
Gilberthorpe has not been 
available for comment since. 

It was also Mr Gilberthor- 
pe who supplied other details 
of the trip, such as how Ms Cox, 
on her way to York, visited the 
National Council for Cosmet- 
ic Surgery in Birmingham for 
a post -operative check-up on 
implants which had enlarged 
her breasts. 

The Sunday Mirror’s infor- 
mant had told them (hat Mr 
Merchant, 46. who has two 
children, was taking Ms Cox to 
the Tory conference in Black- 
pool. While there, he w-ould be 
attending a fringe meeting 
about press and privacy, and 
take the opportunity' to make 
a strong attack on tabloid news- 
papers from the point of view 
of an “innocent victim". 

His “victimisation" had 
come just before the election. 
Then, the self-same Ms Cox had 
gone to the the Sun through the 
offices of agent Max Clifford 
claiming she was having a re- 
lationship with Mr Merchant 
Ms Cox claimed she had been 
“used" as Mr Merchant’s “play- 
thing” - however, she was paid i 
about £20,000 by the Sun. Af- 
ter the election, the couplegot 
back together again. 

The Sunday Minor, part of 
the Mirror Group which owns 
shares in The Independent, had 
no qualms abont covering the 
story. Mr Merchant was a hypo- 
crite who needed (o be exposed. 
At Blackpool he said: “The 
tabloids — distort reality — of- 
ten of course the story is com- 
pletely fictional”. 

A team of four reporters and 
two photographers were dis- 
patched to track Mr Merchant 
and Ms Cox. They compiled a 
portfolio of photos, 12 of which 
were to be used, in a six-page 
spread. To back it all up, there 
were the tapes whirling away. 

Mr Merchant and Ms Cox 
were finally confronted on a 
train journey to London. He ap- 
parently wanted to know just 
bow much the paper “had” on 
him. He then called his wife on 
his mobile phone, and left 

After the Sunday Mirror sto- - 
ry appeared, a statement issued 
in the name of Mr Merchant, 
h is wife Helen, and Ms Cox 
spoke of “ scurrilous allega- 
tions”, and insisted “Anna and 
Piers are not having an affair”, 
and that Anna was a “family 
friend”. Within 48 hours, the 
MP had resigned. 



MPs set to close 
door on Hamilton 


NeD Hamflion is unlikely to be 
.tailed to give more evidence to 
-|£e commons select committee 
on standards and privileges 
after making spectacular 
allegations to clear his name. 

'The disgraced former min- 
ister yesterday repeated warn- 
ings that he would "name 
names" if he was given the 
chance to give more evidence 

to the select committee.. 

But there was little enthu- 
siasm among the cross-party 
committee for giving Mr 
Hamilton another platform to 
make further aflegatipiB under 
parliamentary privilege. “He 
could say what he likes outside 

the Commons,?. said, one 
■ source. “That s up to him.” 
The reluctance to call Mr 
Hamilton to give farther evi- 

) dence will be seen as a signal 

that the committee will seek to 
bring the inquiry into his con- 
duct to a swift conclusion .when 
it meets again in a fortnight. 

The committee is expected 
to discuss the possibility of 

™llmg Mobamed A1 Fayed, 


the owner of Harrods, who 
was accused by Mr Hamilton of 
ordering a break-in in to the pri- 
vate safe-deposit box of Tiny 
Rowland, his rival in the battle 
to take over the store. 

The committee was im- 
pressed tv bis skill as a barris- 
ter, but there are doubts that 
there was anything substan- 
tive and new in Mr Hamilton’s 
evidence which could shake 
the damning conclusion of Sir 
Gordon Downey, the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner for 
Standards, that the evidence 
that he had accepted cash for 
questions was “compelling” . 

Mr Hamilton, who admits 
failing to register a stay at the 
Rjtz, Paris, at Mr Fayed’s ex- 
pense, yesterday said he did 
plan to name other MPS who 
had infringed Commons rules. 

*T am saying that Sir Gordon 

is retrospectively changing the 
rules. I wifi name those people, 
but not to say they have acted 

disgracefully." 

- — Co fin Brown 

Chief Pofidcd Correspondent 
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All you need is style: Stella McCartney 
provides a hit for Chloe 


Star quafity: Stella McCartney celebrating at her show yesterday Photograph: AP 


“All you need is love 11 ran the opening re- 
frain at Stella McCartney’s soundtrack for 
her first collection for the house of Chloe 
yesterday in Paris. She has the name and 
the fame already. Now, all die really needs 
is the design reputation to live up to it alL 

The collection was just as we expect- 
ed: clothes for people like Stella. Lace 
dresses, cleavages, masculine tailoring and 
a lot of saucy cheek. It was the most rel- 
evant ChloS has been to fashionable 
young women for many a season. 

McCartney’s parents, Linda and Paul, 
watched as her collection was presented 
at the Opera Gamier. Linda, to whom the 
collection was dedicated, said: “I loved it 
alL I wanted every outfit" 


At Alexander McQueen’s second 
ready-to-wear collection for Givenchy, it 
was the dream team of Katy England and 
McQueen at their glorious best The 
theme was country and western as Tam- 
my Wynette and Dolly Parton have nev- 
er seen it before. 

Givenchy did well to renew McQueen's 
contract for another three to five years. 
His tailoring - seen with crystal sequin 
trouser suits, bustier dresses and his 
signature all-in-one trouser suit- reigned 
supreme. Although the styling was pure 
Eighties cowgirl, you won’t have to look 
like a rancher to wear the clothes when 
they hit the stores next spring. 

— Taman Blanchard 





Proud parents: Paul and Linda McCartney in Paris 


Reuters 


New powers to lock up 
young offenders 


Plans for a further crackdown on 
teenage tearaways were 
announced yesterday. Jason Bennetto, 
Crime Correspondent, on a Home 
Office package aimed at faster 
youth justice. 


Persistent child offenders as young as 12 
can be locked up by courts while waiting 
for their cases to be heard, under measures 
revealed yesterday by the Home Office. 

The move to give magistrates greater 
powers to detain young people on remand 
follows of cases involving youths, such as 
the so-called “rat boy”, who have com- 
mitted dozens of crimes with impunity. 

Solicitors, probation officers, and the po- 
lice could also face fines for failing to meet 
the new time limits for dealing with young 
offenders in court. 

The package of measures, disclosed by 
Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, seeks to 
speed up youth justice and to nip in the bud 
offending among the very young before they 
become serious criminals. 

One area of concern is the courts and 
police inability to deal with criminals aged 
under 15. At present only social service di- 
rectors can have offenders placed in secure 
local authority accommodation while they 
await their case in the youth court. 

The forthcoming Crime and Disorder 


Bill will contain provisions to allow 
magistrates to Lock up persistent offenders 
- defined as anyone who has been convicted 
on Lhree occasions and faces a forth charge 
within three years of the last offence - until 
the case is dealt with. 

This provision is only expected to affect 
a small number of youngsters, but an extra 
170 places have been made available to 
increase the number of places in secure ac- 
commodation in England and Wales to 400. 

Vulnerable teenagers aged 15 and 16, 
some of whom are currently held on remand 
in jaQs. will also be kept in the local authority 
units in future. However, Labour's plans to 
ensure that no 15- and 16-year-olds on 
remand are kept in prison or young 
offenders' institutions appear to have been 
shelved because of cost. 

The Home Secretary was also 
announcing a “fast trade" system to deal 
with persistent young offenders. 

lime limits to reduce delays for all young 
offenders are to be introduced. Courts will 
be expected to halve the current average 
of four and a half months for a young per- 
son who commits an offence to be sen- 
tenced. Anyone who fails to meet the set 
time limits will face fines, the rate of which 
has yet to be decided. This system could be 
extended to adult courts. 

But the proposals drew fire from pro- 
bation officers who argued that many of the 
current delays were due to underfunding. 


BBC poses Paxman question 


The BBC is to research viewers’ altitudes to its interview- 
ers’ technique as part of a new set of “performance promis- 
es" disclosed by the corporation yesterday. 

The research, which will take place over the next six 
months, will try to find out whether viewers believe inter- 
viewers like jVewsnigft/’s Jeremy Paxman or Today's John 
Humphiys are too aggressive with politicians or Dot aggressive 
enough. 

Sir Christopher Bland, chairman of the BBC governors, 
said: “It's an area where we would like some guidance from 
our viewers. If the whole style of BBC interviewing is en- 
dorsed by the process, then that’s fine." He denied that the 
research meant the BBC was going to be managed by focus 
groups. 

Politicians have clashed with BBC interviewers repeat- 
edly, but Sir Christopher denied the research was in response 
to politicians’ concerns. 

• The BBC’s Statement of Promises document can he ordered 
on 0990 118811. 

— Pouf McCdnn, Media Correspondent 


Lib raries’ Internet revolution 


Books wQl remain at the heart of the nation's libraries despite 
a huge campaign to connect the entire system to the Internet 
by 2002, said Chris Smith, Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport 

“Development of new technology will complement but 
not replace the traditional role of libraries. Giving every- 
one access to information technology is probably the single 
most important issue faring public libraries today," he said 
at the launch of a report, New Library: The People's Network, 
from the Library and Information Commission. 

The report, advocates spending £770tn computerising 
Britain’s libraries. 


Parents were not told of 
heart surgery’s high risk 


The General Medical Council 
Inquiry into the conduct of two 
paediatric heart surgeons 
yesterday heard for the first time 
from parents of babies who died 
during or after operations. Kathy 
Marks describes a day of emotional 
evidence. 


The parents of nine-month-old Hanna 
Silcox, bom with a hole in her heart, were 
told by James Wisheart that she had an 80 
per cent chance of surviving surgery. She 
died on his operating table. Afterwards, he 
allegedly said it had been “one of the best 
jobs I have ever done". 

Hanna’s mother, Lisa Silcox, 27. of Brix- 
ham, Devon, told the GMC’s profession- 
al conduct committee that she and her 
husband, Andrew, had assumed that they 
were “the unlucky one in five". 

But the disciplinary hearing, regarded 
as the most important medical inquiry of 
the decade, has been told that by the time 
of the operation in August 1994, eight of 
Mr Wis heart’s 14 infont patients had already 
died during or after similar surgery. 

Mr Wisheart, together with his fellow 
surgeon, Janardan Dhasmana, and Dr 
John Roylance, former chief executive of 
the Bristol United Healthcare NHS Trust, 


all deny charges of serious professional mis- 
conduct. The charges relate to two types 
of complex surgery to correct congenital 
heart defects performed on babies at Bris^ 
to! Royal InfirWy between 1988 and 1995. 

Mrs SQcox told the hearing that after 
Hanna’s operation she and her husband 

wrote to Mr Wisheart, who has since retired; 

to thank him for his work. He wrote back 
to say how sorry he was about her death-:-. 

Had she known about the surgeon’s trade 
record, Mrs SQcox said, she would have ap- 
proached a different hospital. “If they bad 
said the risk was as high, I would not have 
gone ahead with the surgery," she said. 

Sandy Rundle, whose 10-month-old 
son, Matthew, died after a similar opera? 
tion performed by Mr Wisheart in July 1994, 
said that he had told her that the chances 
of survival were 90 per cent. Mrs Rundle, 
31, of Tintagel, Cornwall, said: “Mr Wis-. 

heart drew a diagram of the operation and 
said it needed to be done sooner rather than 
later. He said it was a straightforward pro 
cedure. I thought if Matthew had the op 1 
eration, everything would be OK.” 

After the surgery, Mrs Rundle said, Mr 
Wisheart said it had gone “relatively wdT. 
However, Matthew, who also had Down’s 
syndrome, died 10 days later. 

The GMC committee is to hear evidence 
about operations on 53 babies, of whom 29 
died and four suffered serious twain damage. 


Every nuclear device 
in the world 

has been accounted for... 


Except one. 


c# DONE V KIDMAN 




»r 




*tl 






I •' - , 


% 


» PEACEMAKER 


Fifil HI-, 951,1 SEj^- . GiGrtjEClOd!Jbt 


asi.conv 'pTBCCfrakc 


SPECIAL PREVIEWS THIS SUNDAY 

AT CINEMAS EVERYWHERE FROM OCT 24 th 


CHECK LOCil FRE 55 
fO?. 0 £T^;U or 


TALKING PAGES 
’ OSOO 600 000 


The NatWest Millennium Bond 


14.4% return 


guaranteed 


after 2 gears 


(well worth a big celebration) 


Begin you 1 build uo :o ! .i --e uer.r 2000 a N Vo it 
.'••V'isnnijT: Sore. just deposit a -urio sj:r from £2,000 to 
£2 50, COO ur.lii this vre ; :i "999, or o we'ii gu era -■tee uou 
an annuo: ir.:.=''=5 ‘, ocl-cu? o- 7 . 2 % n-oss rare o.c. So o’ter 
two L'cers :.. ! o i j’ ; ! sec o re turn ot' M.4%. Ail in goo:: orr.e 'o 
celebrate the Aventa test cenur!.,. 

Far flora Ini or motion, col! us or pep : nto jo or ,occ, 
KcuWes- trench tcoou. Or it jgu p r e ! rr, coroolure end 


S -- OIL rOC-S 7. r - 


etur.-i rre cocoon o one sou. 


Call 0800 200 400 


MON TO FRI 6.00am TO S.OOpm SAi 9.00om TO 6.00pm 


NatWest 


More than just a bank 


Where appropriate, lower rate h» Icurrently 20%1 wffl be deducted at source from the interest paid (which may be redoimed bu «*rirW . 

nttwmiiw ffnr a,hi«-f ta turn fctmit !*♦««:» ™ll l,„ —rj -n. J .... r «l«!nt non-tOXpOyerd v 


I rotes are 


Otherwise, (for ©cample, subject to the required registration form!, interest will be paid grass. The gross rare is the rate before deducting income 
subject to variation. The interest rale quoted will apply only il no withdrawals are made within the two years. Vk may monitor and record nour nh 
us in order to maintain and improve our service. National Westminster Bonk Ptc. Registered Office: 41 Lothbunj. London EC2P 2BP. Registered Numb^ *92902? 


V. 

. . £ 

~ " V — ' 

t 


'h 






it'- 


* 





3 . 









SIEMENS 


iy> t 




Id Of 
risk 


~4 fcfv 1 1.\5 


: ;• •; , ^3r, 
:::;:; *> 
_ . \ ^o'uj 

v 

V *'* ^tir 

;.' 

.'■ v; -“ -eta 


*Psr 




-r 


"r 

' r i 

"Sr 

7r 


r; 


Try this simp ! e tes* 


Yes N; 


■ ■ 


Does yo'j!' mobile come ■-vith a Lithium-Ion cattery 
as standard, giving you 10 hours tai xtinne? H ® 

Does your mobile give you 100 hours standoy? B B 

Does you r mobile have a colour display tor 

ease of reading? ® ® 

Does your mobile have colour-coded phone books 
for instant access to important numbers? 

Does your mobile have a 20 second vo ce 

memo function to help you remember 

important messages? ® ® 

Does your mobile come with a 24 hour 

replacement guarantee? ® ® 

If you answered "Yes" to all of these questions, 
congratulations. You already have the new Siemens SIC, 
the nest business phone you can buy. 

If you answered "No" lo any of the above, we nave 
just one more question. 

Is’-j'i it rims you changed to something better? 

Ring 0345 400 700 for details m your nearest $10 stockist. 




Editor? choice 


Better 


Talknology 


from 


Siemens. 
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■ree rail tickets for 
trike-hit travellers 


Italians forced to back-pedal on bicycle claims 


[reclaiming fares for a 
late or delayed train 
service has always been 
difficult. Now the 
railway franchising 
director wants to 
change the rules. Randeep 
Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, on 
compensating 
travellers. 


Industry sources say that the 
shake-up was precipitated by 
Cannes South Central, a key 
London commuter service. It* 
refused to pay compensation to 
travellers under its passengers’ 
charter after cancelling hun- 
dreds of trains a day. Experts 
had suggested this could have 
cost the company £L5m. 

Connex, instead, argued 
that industrial action by drivers 
caused it to implement an 
“emergency'’ timetable. Rail 
passengers hit by industrial ac- 
tion in June - which saw near- 
ly 20 per cent of scheduled 
services cut - will be given 
three days of free travel as com- 
pensation. Analysts say this 
would cost Connex only 
£300,000. 

The franchising director. 


John O’Brien, who oversees the 
privatised rail companies, 
claimed that the offer of three 
days’ free travel was “reason- 
able”. He added: “Many pas- 
sengers did not receive an 
acceptable level of service dur- 
ing the summer and were there- 
fore entitled to receive some 
form of compensation.” 

However Mr O’Brien’s of- 
fice has recognised that many 
travellers using the line will not 
be compensated for the can- 
cellations. At present, passen- 
gers on Intercity services can 
dawn a percentage for late-run- 
ning or cancelled trams. Great 
Westenu which runs services 
from London to Bristol, offers 
up to 40 per cent of a ticket 
price for trains more than an 
hour late. 

Mr O’Brien is aware that 
thousands of travellers with 
weekly tickets or daily returns 
will be left uncompensated by 
Connex. This would change 
under proposals under consid- 
eration by his officials. 

The Connex deal affects 
more than 15,000 season tick- 
et holders on Connex South 
Central’s south London line, 
where an 11-day strike by train 
drivers led to the cancellation 
of more than 200 trains a day. 

Officials said they had tak- 


en a hard line. “This has set the 
precedent for future disruption. 
Operators have to give season 
ticket holders extra days for the 
disruption they face." 

Under the privatisation per- 
formance regime, the fran- 
chising director - who split up 
and sold off British Rail to the 
private sector -did actually pay 
Connex a £32,000 “punctuali- 
ty bonus" for the t rams the com- 
pany did run. 

Rail pressure groups also 
hi ghlight ed, that the franchising 
director had allowed Connex 
South Central to raise its fares 
by up to 53 per cent next year. 
“What the franchising director 
is giving with one hand he is 
taking with another. Passengers 
can get a few extra days’ travel 
but they are also facing above- 
inflation fare rises." 

Rufus Barnes, secretary of 
the Loudon Rail Users’ 
Consultative Committee, said 
that Connex had said 
passengers were unlikely to 
get any compensation under the 
passengers’ charter if their 
performance improved over 
the year. “Inner London 
services suffered a great deaL 
We think that three days free 
travel for season ticket holders 
is fair," he added. 




It has not been a good week for Italy. A 
nation still in shock from the toppling of 
its once afl-powetfiil football team by Eng- 
land and the tremors of a succession of 
earthquakes in Umbria was rocked again 
yesterday as cracks appeared in another 
symbol of its national pride. 

Italy’s Haims to have discovered the bi- 
cycle, through the inventive genius of 
Leonardo da Vinci, were yesterday look- 
ing decidedly shaky after further exami- 
nation of his Renaissance manuscripts. 

In 1974, when the papers were dis- 
covered, experts concluded that though the 
bicycle drawing did not come from da Vm- 
^ ci’s own hand, it was a pupil's rough re- 
D rawing blanks: Sketches of a bicycle (top) credited to Leonardo production of a lost original by the master, 
da Vinci may have been done by a monk m the 1960s Photograph: PA But a German historian, Hans-Erbard 


Lessing, has investigated the manuscripts 
and claims that the bicycle diagram was 
tampered with as recently as the 1960s. 

He told New Scientist magazine: “No 
one questioned it The Italians were 
ecstatic to have invented the bicycle." 

Mr Lessing tracked down an art his- _ 
torian, Carlo Pedretti, from the Univer- 
sity of California at Los Angeles, who 
examined the folded pages before they 
were restored by Italian monks in the 
1960s. He held the papers up to a strong 
Light, yet saw no sign of a bicycle. 

indraft, his notebook recorded two cir- 
cles with curved lines through them where 
the cycle now appears. Mr Pedretti said: 
“What I saw was not a bicycle." 

— Ian Burrell 
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team take Thrust 
through the speed record 


They have been dogged 
fay bad weather and 
technical problems but 
yesterday the British 
Thrust team finally 
broke the supersonic 
land speed record, as 
Kate Watson-Smyth 
describes. 


The RAF pilot Andy Green, 
streaked across the Nevada 
desert for the fourth time yes- 
terday afternoon and straight 
into the record books. 

Thrust roared over the 
desert track on its first run at 
759333mph (l,214.933kph) or 
1 3 per cent above the speed of 
sound, according to the official 
timekeepers from the United 
States Automobile Club. 

Some 55 minutes later, it 
sped back down the track, 
reaching a speed of 


766.609mph (1^26374kph) or 
2 per cent above the speed of 
sound for an average two-way 
speed of 763.035mph 
( l,22Q-856kph). 

Under international rules 
both runs must be made with- 
in one hour for the attempt to 
qualify but earlier in the week, 
when Mr Green broke the 
sound barrier twice, it took 61 
minutes for engineers to pre- 
pare Thrust for the second run 
and the attempt did not count. 

The team considered trying 
again on Tuesday, the 50th an- 
niversary of Chuck Yeager’s 
flight through the sound terri- 
er in a rocket-powered plane, 
but opted for . the moie 
favourable conditions of early 
morning in the deserL 

Richard Noble, the team 
leader, said Thrust’s engines are 
more efficient and the speed of 
sound is lower when tempera- 
tures are cooler and the hu- 
midity is higher. 
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“It’s a very complex equa- 
tion," Mr Noble said. “The 
speed of sound comes down rel- 
ative to the ground speed. By 
running early in the morning; 
we get more power from our 
engines. The car doesn't have 
to go so fast" 

Mach 1 varies between 
about 750mph and 765mph 
<1300-l,230kmh), depending 
on the weather. 

Mr Noble, 51, held the land 
speed record himself, sel here 
on 4 October 1983, at 
633.46mph (l,019.4kmh), until 
Mr Green, 35, taroke his mark 
on 25 September with a two- 
way average speed of 
714.144mph (I,149.3fcmh), 
making him the first person to 
break the sound barrier on 
land. 

Mr Green's fastest run so far 
was od Monday, when he 
pushed Thrust to 764.1 68m ph, 
calculated at 1.007 times the 
speed of sound, or Mach 1. 
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Sushi and 
saki set give 
way to a new 

generation 


The Yaohan Plaza, the 
hu ge Japanese shopping 
centre in north London, 
is to be sold. Business 
problems in Japan and 
staff difficulties have all 
hit the complex. But Tim 
Large says it also shows 
that the face of the 
Japanese community in 
London is changing. 

When Europe's first Japanese 
shopping centre threw open its 
doors for business in Colindale, 
north London, four years ago, 
there was something almost 
hubristic about the hype. The 
London Evening Standard pre- 
dicted that Yaohan Plaza would 
turn the region into “a mccca 
for the young, the trendy and 
the culturaUy-inquisitive”. 

Then there were the much- 
publicised company slogans. 



Sold: The Yaohan Plaza 
foiled to entice the non- 
Japanese shoppers 


chanted ritually each morning 
by employees, British and 
Japanese alike. “Yaohan will be 
the number one store in Eu- 
rope!" they cried Id unison, 
punching the air. 

“It all sounds a bit hollow 
now," admitted a source last 
week. Yaohan met its nemesis 
in September when its Japan- 
ese affiliate, Yaohan Japan, 
went insolvent with £81 6m 
worth of debts. Its collapse 
marked the end of an ambitious 
- some would say risky - quest 
to become “the Stony of the re- 
tail industry”. 

Yaohan UK, meanwhile, 

• has been independently nego- 
tiating a sell-out to Malaysian 
re tailing giant Faroamaz. With 
a price tag of less than £15m, 
the company will recoup under 
a third of its initial outlay of 
£55m in 1993. Debts from the 
London mall are said to have 
contributed to Yaohan Japan’s 
spectacular fall. 

All of which begs a lot of 
questions about what went 
wrong- Judging by Yaohan’s 
world-wide success in the 
1980s, the British initiative 
promised to take London by 
storm. Behind the exotic allure 
of sushi, kimonos and daruma 
dolls lay the hard-boiled prag- 
ma dsm of a family business that 
had expanded into 15 countries 
with over 450 stores. 

Yet for all the slogans, it 
never really caught on. Yao- 


han's mission to bring the Hast 
to the West failed to entice Lon- 
don’s non-Japanese communi- 
ty. 

Many in London's 25,000- 
strong Japanese community, 
centred mostly in Finchley, 
Camden and Ealing, were also 
lukewarm. “I went to Yaohan 
once or twice at the start," says 
Kazuo Udagawa, a teacher, 
“but it’s just too far away and 
loo expensive." 

Others complain about the 
range of imported goods avail- 
able, or even the quality. 
“When I buy food in the super- 
market, it's often past its usc- 
by date." says Kciko Yoshizawa, 
an architecture student in 
Colindale. 

There are also signs that the 
face of London's Japanese 
community' is changing. Num- 
bers of students, researchers and 
teachers - who often cannot af- 
ford up to £10 for an imported 
magazine - have increased 8.7 
per cent from the previous year. 
The number of single company 
employees has also shot up. R>r 
Yaohan, which relies primarily 
on weekend shoppers with fam- 
ilies, this has been bad news. 

So bad, in fact, that in 1995 
the mall changed its name to 
the Oriental Plaza, opening its 
floor space to restaurants and 
stalls representing London's 
other Asian communities. Chi- 
nese, Korean, Vietnamese and 
Malaysian stands now jostle for 
space among the sushi bars and 
okonomiyaki counters of the 
once exriusively-Japanese food 
court. The Chinese community 
now represents Yaohan’s main 
customer base. 

. “The spirit went out the 
window after the first year," 
commented a source who pre- 
ferred to remain anonymous, 
blaming low morale for many 
of the company's woes. “IPs sad 
when a place like this, with a 
certain mystique and attraction 
for English people, disinte- 
grates from within." 

Different cultural attitudes 
towards conducting business 
also factored, say some, with 
Japanese management prac- 
tices not always squaring with 
the expectations of British em- 
ployees. The initial fascination 
with lining up in the morning 
to sing the company song - a 
ritual intended to foster cor- 
porate spirit - soon wore thin 
3S losses started accruing. 

Insiders have also com- 
plained of managerial aloof- 
ness, or even downright 
misconduct. Alan Jones, a for- 
mer- assistant manager, was 
awarded £2(Xti00 in January for 
unfair dismissal. He was, ludi- 
crously, sacked for having 
-prmr English ", afthmigft his su- 
periors “could barefy converse 
in F-nglkh at alT, as the tribunal 
chairman Michael Rabin put it 
Mr Jones's list of grievances 
also included “taunting" and 
racial discrimination. 

After the sale is finalised 
next month, Yaohan wDl remain 
in the mall as a tenant of 
Faroamaz, keeping its Japanese 
supermarket. Officials stress 
♦ha t under new management 

the future looks bright. “When 
we do become a tenant, the 
funds we generate win be more 

than enough to keep us com- 
fortable," commented Caro- 





Music and manga hit 
the mainstream 


Modem times: The Japanese in London are younger and more dynamic than 20 years ago Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


The profile of the Japanese 
community in Britain has 
changed dramatically over the 
lass 20 years, helping to spark 
a booming interest in Japanese 
exotica, particularly among the 
nation's trendy twenty-some- 
things. 

Some 55,000 Japanese cur- 
rently live in the United King- 
dom. compared to Just over 

6.000 In 1976, according to sta- 
tistics compiled by the Japan- 
ese Embassy. 

Almost 25,000 are concen- 
trated in London. Traditional 
enclaves include Eating, Edge- 
ware. Finchley. Golders Green 
and Camden - though more 
and more expatriates are 
starting to move south of the 
river. 

Company workers repre- 
sent just under 40 per cent, 
while numbers of students, re- 
searchers and teachers have 
been growing steadily, in (996 
they comprised 43 per cent of 
the total Japanese population 
in the UK, up almost 9 per 
cent from 1995. 

The result is a younger, 
more dynamic community - 
one that is less willing to keep 
itself to itself. 

In addition, young holiday- 
makers back home are es- 


chewing the tracfitiorul Hawai- 
ian tours to visit Britain inde- 
pendently. Last year, 595,000 
Japanese spent £448m 
throughout die country, com- 
pared to 211,000 spending 
£94m in 1985- 

There are now more than 
1 ,250 Japanese-owned busi- 
nesses in the UK, including 
some 50 banks and more than 
200 manufacturers. Through- 
out the 70s there were hardly 
20 . 

As the community grows, 
so does the influence of Japan- 
ese culture. The first Japanese 
restaurants set up shop in 
London in the late 60s. Now 
there are more than 150. Noo- 
dle bars like the wildly suc- 
cessful Wagamama in 
Bloomsbury have sprung up 
from Brixton to Colindale, and 
sushi has become something of 
an institution. 

The same is true of other 
Japanese exports - from 
karaoke to manga to tam- 
agotchi. Popular music, too, 
has made Its mark, both in the 
dubs and on the radio. 

And just in case you’ve for- 
gotten, the London-based pop 
group Shonen Knife did girl 
power long before the Spice 
Girls. 
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Briton shares Nobel prize 
for his work on ageing 


A Briton was among those who 
won the Nobel Chemistry prize 
awarded yesterday, while the 
Physics prize went to a group 
whose work on methods to cool 
and trap atoms with laser light 
could lead to the design of more 
precise atomic docks, crucial for 
accurate satellite navigation. 
Margaret Rcgerson reports. 


The Royal Academy of Sciences in Stock- 
holm took the unusual step of splitting the 
Chemistry award. Half went to Jens Skou 
from Denmark, and the re mainder was split 
between John Walker and Paul Boyer from 
Britain and the United States respectively. 

Mr Boyer has been professor emeritus 
at the University of California since 1990 
and Mr Walker has been a senior scientist 
at the Medical Research Council Labora- 
tory of Molecular Biology in Cambridge 
since 1 982. Mr Boyer and Mr Whlker re- 
ceived the award for their work on bow the 
enzyme ATP Synthase uses energy to 
recreate itself. Mr Skou was the first to show 
that enzymes can promote the transport of 
substances through a cell membrane. 

Mr Walker and his team found that a 
running down of the mechanism of ATP 
Synthase could play a key role in diseases 
related to ageing. Our ability to convert food 
into ATP diminish es irreversibly as we age. 
and such problems could play an important 



John Walker: Research aids study of 
Alzheimer’s disease 


part in diseases which occur in la ter life such 
as Alzheimer's and Parkinson’s. 

The fact that a British scientist has been 
included in the scientific Nobel prizes will 
bring some comfort to British scientists who 
have become increasingly despondent 
about government spending on scientific 
research and development. Since J986, only 
three British scientists have won scientific 
Nobel prizes. By comparison, in 1946-56 
British scientists won 10 Nobel prizes, and 
in the following three decades 1 1, 12, and 
eight respectively . 


The Nobel Physics prize, worth 
£600,000, went to Steven Qru, of Stanford 
University, William D Phillips, of the US 
National Institute of Standards and Tfech- 
nology in Maryland and Claude Cohen-Tho- 
noudji, of the College de France and Ecole 
Nonnale SupSrieure of Paris. 

“The Dew methods of investigation 
that the Nobel laureates have developed 
have contributed greatly to increasing our 
knowledge of the interplay between radi- 
ation and matter,” said the official citation. 

The citation explained the complicat- 
ed work by comparing an atom to a stone 
sliding along ice. if the atom meets a pho- 
ton - the particles that make up a light 
beam— travelling in the opposite direction, 
tbe photon's energy is transferred to the 
atom, slowing it down. If this is done 
enough times, the atom’s speed will be re- 
duced significantly. Tbe laureates have de- 
veloped ways of using lasers to cool gases 
to vrithin a few mHliontbs of a degree above 

absolute zero, -273C . the point at which 
all motion theoretically stops. 

Peter Bance. an atomic physicist at Ox- 
ford University, said yesterday. ‘Their work 
on ’optical molasses' forms the basis of 
many experiments in atomic physics done 
today. It bas allowed a whole new realm 
of incredibly low temperatures to be ex- 
plored and exploited both in the lab and 
in the market place. The recent spectac- 
ular success of American groups in achiev- 
ing a new state of matter called BEC was 
a direct result of techniques pioneered by 
this years prizewinners.” 



India gags 
the Queen 


be uueeny "7, 
planned speech m Madras,, 
futhero Indian, after the hosts 

■fused to let her speak at a 
ate governor’s banquet. 

The speech scheduled for to- 
iy had not been included m 
ie initial programmes dis? 
jssed by British officials with 
idian diplomats. It was raised 
i a meeting on 7 October, five 



en it was iuuuj — - 
I nd ian protocol officials. 
“Only one banquet speech 
cheduled for a visiting head 
tote, which is normally giv- 
at the banquet hosted by our 

sident,” the Indian Foreign 
aistry said. 

A ministry spokesman, 
miz Ahmed, said it was not 
ast-minute cancellation, as 
s being portrayed by British 


mats. 

hfle the Indians used un- 

„ _ * ik.^ 


offence," Judith Slater, a gov- 
ernment spokeswoman, said. ik . j 

“If the Indian preference is ™ 

no exchange of toast in Madias, 

there is absolutely no problem,” 

Ms Slater said, adding that 
Buckingham Palace had known 
of the opposition to the speech, 
but the Foreign Office had not 
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Australia nocked 
by Democrat 
chiefs defection 

The high-profile leader of Aus- 
tralia's influential Democrats 
yesterday quit her party to de- 
fect to the Labor opposition, 
where she said she could bet- 
ter figh t Prime Minister John 
Howard's conservative 
government. 

Democrats leader Cheryl 
KcmoL whose party holds a key 
block of seats in parliament’s 
upper house, said she was an- 
gry at the government’s lack of 
vision and its failure to counter 
the populist drive of anti-im- 
migration MP Pauline Hanson. 

The government’s obses- 
sion with its budget and its will- 
ingness to exploit tbe w>rst in 
people for political gain had 
done enormous damage to 
Australia’s social fabric she 
said. 

Ms Keraot did not warn her 
party before she announced her 
decision, but the. Democrats 
said it would continue to play 
a pivotal role. 

The government said Ms 
Keroot's move was based on 
ambition, and an apparent 
leadership vacuum in the La- 
bor party. 

Opposition leader Kim Bea- 
zley said he was delighted that 
Ms Ke mot would help in the re- 
newal of tbe Labor party, which 
was rebuilding after being 
trounced in tbe March 1996 
election after 13 years in 
power.. 


Mahathir's anti-Jewish tirade 
branded ‘utter nonsense’ 

The Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad was yester- 
day accused of speaking “utter nonsense”, stirring up embarrass- 
ment and damaging the local currency by suggesting that Jews were 
behind the country’s financial woes. Stanley Roth, die US Assis- 
tant Secretary of State for East Asia, who is in Hong Kong for a ^ $ 

conference organised by the World Economic Forum, said no one 
took seriously Mr Mahathir’s accusation that speculative attacks 
on regional currencies were part of a Jewish “agenda”. “Further- 
more, I think it has hurt Malaysia [in] that we have seen a direct 
correlation between some of these outrageous allegations and 
the fall in the currency in Malaysia as well as the stock market." 

On Friday, the national Be mama news agency quoted Mr Ma- 
hathir, talking about the currency crisis, as saying: “We may sus- 
pect that they [the Jews] have an agenda but we do not want to 
accuse.” The Malaysian ringgit fefl sharply again yesterday to 3.1575 
to the dollar from 3.107 earlier in the session. — Reuters 


Congo PM flees rebel charge 


The Congo Republic’s Prime Minister, Bernard Kolelas, and some 
of his ministers have fled to Kinshasa to escape an advance by 
former military leader Denis Sassou Nguesso, a senior Congolese * 
army officer said yesterday. 

But the officer said the whereabouts of President Pascal Lis- 
souba were unknown after a lightning Angolan-backed offensive 
by rebel militia in the ofl-producing country. The officer said Mr 
Kolelas' arrival signalled the formal collapse of Lissouba’s ad- 
ministration and he confirmed that Nguesso's forces were now 
in control of the capital Brazzaville. — Reuters 

Cubans welcome Che home 


Thousands of Cubans stood in silent tribute to welcome the re- 
mains of Ernesto “Che” Guevara to Santa Clara, the city where 
the legendary leftist guerrilla will finally be laid to rest. The re- 
mains of Guevara, and six of his former comrades-in-arms who 
died with him trying to spark a revolution in Bolivia 30 years ago, 
were brought from Havana in a slow military cortege. 

Santa Clara residents, some carrying flowers, crammed the 
streets to see the procession. They packed the park near the Jose 
Marti library as the cortege came to a halt. The wooden caskets 
were taken inside the library where they are on display for pub- 
lic viewing before tomorrow's funeral ceremony. — Reuters 


% 


British tourists wounded in 
Tamil Tiger bomb blast 


Tamil rebels brought 
their secessionist war to 
the capital yesterday for 
the first time this year, 
exploding a bomb in the 
heart of Colombo and 
fighting a pitched battle 
in a government 
building. There were 15 
dead and several Britons 
were among the 105 
wounded. 


The dead, ail Sri Lankans, in- 
cluded four security guards 
shot by rebels as they forced 
their way into the parking lot 
of the luxmy Galadari Hotel to 
set off a truck bomb, the army 
deputy chief of staff said. Four 
Chilians and three Tamil rebels 
also died in street battles. An 
army commando was killed 
storming a government build- 
ing where rebels holed up af- 
ter the bombings. 

The Galadari hotel is across 
the street from government of- 
fices that President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga rarely uses. She 
was at her home about a mile 
away when the blasts occurred. 

. . X - 


laden with explosives into the 
hotel car park, then fired a rock- 
et-propelled grenade to set it 
oft. the array said. The parking 
lot abuts the rear of Colombo's 
trade centre, twin 39-story tow- 
ers that house the Colombo 
Stock Exchange and the Infor- 
mation Ministry. The complex, 
the tallest in Sri Lanka, was in- 
augurated on Sunday and was 
probably a main rebel target. 

After tbe bomb blasts, three 
rebels took refuge in the five- 
story building that houses Sri 
Lanka's state-run newspapers. 
Sri fankan army commandos 
lobbed grenades into the build- 
ing and stormed inside. Short- 
ly afterward workers emerged, 
but grenade and machine-gun 
fire continued inside for hours. 

The truck-bomb and 
cyanide capsules are hallmar ks 
of the Liberation Tigers of’ 
Ihmil Eelam, the main rebel 
group that has been fighting 
since 1983 to carve out an in- 
dependent homeland for Sri 
Lanka's Tamil minority. 

The BBC reported that the 
Tigers denied responsibility for 
the attack. But the Sri Lankan 
Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
Ravinatha Aryasinha, blamed 


s 


... UUUUUH , upmiuu ui uic 

safety of civ ilians, including 
foreigners who have nothing to ^ g, 
do with the present conflict”. 

It was the first major ter- 
rorist attack this year in Colom- 
bo, where security has been 
stepped up as the war in the 
north with the Tamil rebels in- 
tensified. 

Since May, the Tigers have 
suffered heavy losses in one of 
the conflict’s biggest battles/de- - 
fending the northern highway 
to the Ja firia Peninsula against 
a major military assault The 
government says 1000 people 
have died in the five-month 
battle. 

Yesterday’s explosions and 
gun battle were barely 200 
yards from the site of the 1996 
audde-bombing of the Central 
Bank that killed 88 people and 

injured 1,400. 

More than 50,000 people 
have been killed since the up- 
rising began. Analysts said. the 
attack was possibly a strong - 
message from the LTIE that 
they cannot be j e ft out of the 
government's efforts td end 

the war. The two sides arenot ' 
s P eakm &- -AP.CoMbo.__ 
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Street fighting men create Wild West in Papua 



Violence isspre^i ^p 
. New Guinea, as lack 0 f 
opportunity and access to 

wea P<>nry exacerbate 
traditional tribal tensions. Our 
correspondent explains how the 

rascak m than they sound 

Every other week, usually on pay day the 
Ml Hagen in ibe nStains of 

EssEr i r ca pUxys hosi i ° a famDi * 

fortmgh Uy concert. Despite itsstaius 
« capital of the Western Highlands 
premnee. Ml Hagen is not a place rich in 

S?/“f ral a couple of hotels (the 

third one burned down in mysterious cir- 
cumstances earlier this month), an expa- 
tnate sports and social club, all of them 
behind high walls wreathed with razor wire. 

The “rock concert” too, is unconven- 
tional, as an Australian policeman, on of- 
ficial loan to the Papuan government 
explains. “We call it the rock concert for 




BY RICHARD 
LLOYD PARRY 


a veiy simple reason," he says. “The clan 
people from the villages pick up their mon- 
ey for the fortnight. Then they come into 
town, they form a big crowd, and for a 
couple of hours they throw rocks at one 
another." 

The Papua New Guinea Highlands, an 
isolated pocket of tribal people first en- 
countered by the outside world less than 
70 years ago, have a history unlike anywhere 
else in the world, but their atmosphere to- 
day is that of a tropical frontier territory. 
This is a region on the margins of modern 
civilisation, a country of miners and mis- 
sionaries, and a magnet for fortune seek- 
ers in gold, oil and gas. In the towns, 
indigenous people mix with a flotsam of 
assorted foreigners - preachers, lawmen 
and fortune-hunters. In the countiyside, a 
single asphalt highway stretches from the 
Solomon Sea almost to the Indonesian bor- 
der; the rest of the territory is largely con- 
nected by loose tracks. ’ ' 

The police are few andunder-rty 
sourced, and it is madness to walk anywhere 
after dark. If the Highlands are the Wild 
West of Papua New Guinea (PNG), then 
Mt Hagen is tbeir Dodge City. But its prob- 
lems are no more than an especially acute 



version of the state of lawlessness that 
afflicts much of (he country. “Undoubt- 
edly.” as PNG’s newly appointed Police 
Commissioner, Peter Aigiio, sard this 
week, “crime in the country is out of 
control:” • 

The most remarkable thing about crime 
here is not its frequency, but'its variety. 
With the exception of religious conflict. 
PNG has just about every kind of violence 
you can list, including a bloody secessionist 


rebellion in the island of Bougainville. In 
Mt Hagen alone, there is tribal fighting, 
sports hooliganism, political violence and 
straightforward banditry. 

Last week began wholesomely enough, 
with a rugby league march between the Mt 
Hagen Panthers and a team from the 
costal town of Lae. Unfortunately, the op- 
posing supporters do not only differ in their 
sporting affiliation; they are also members 
of neighbouring and highly antagonist 


tribes. In the middle of the match, a young 
member of the Jika clan made the mistake 
of cheering too loudly for Lae, and found 
himself being beaten up by Hagen-sup- 
porting representatives of the Moge tribe. 
After Lae’s victory, the fight spread onto 
the stress of Mt Hagen. By the end of the 
week, cars, coffee plantations and a dozen 
houses all over the province had been 
destroyed. 

The tribal rivalries have been compli- 


cated this month by elections to the High- 
lands local government Like rugby teams, 
local politicians draw their support from 
tribal sources. For the villages, having a lo- 
cal man on the council can make the dif- 
ference between travelling to market on a 
sealed road or a mud track, and as tribal 
flash points ballot boxes are as dangerous 
as rugby pitches. In Mt Hagen tribal fight- 
ing forced the voting to be suspended. For 
the last two days, shots have been fired in 


On the margfos: A Yafi boy of the 
Highlands plays at an initiation ritual. 
Tribal rivalries and growing 
economic expectations have pushed 
crime out of control 
Photograph: Chris Rainier, Where Masks 
Still Dance: New Guinea, published by Little, 
Brown price £3730 


the town either in warning by the police 
or in anger by political opponents. 

Complementing the danger of tribal 
fighting is the problem of “rascals", a pid- 
gin term which can describe any wrong-doer 
from a pickpocket to a rapist or aimed rob- 
ber. Vfliite armoured cars bearing the 
names of private security companies glide 
about Lhe streets of Mi Hagen, carrying the 
payrolls. The last bank hold-up was in Au- 
gust; by the law of averages another one 
is due soon. Every business in town bas a 
uniformed security guard and steel mesh 
across its doors and windows. 

Tribal fighting and the struggle for 
wealth and resources have been going on 
in the Highlands for centuries, but two 
things have combined to make their effects 
much worse. One is the rise in population 
- longer life expectancies and increased ac- 
cess to education have created an under- 
class of frustrated young men who drift into 
cities quite incapable of meeting their eco- 
nomic expectations. The second problem 
is weaponry. When the rules of tribal war- 
fare were formulated, the weapons of 
choice were spears and bows and arrows. 
Today, the same people are fighting one 
another with pistols, shotguns and auto- 
matic rifles. 

The range of hardware in circulation in 
PNG is daunting Many of the firearms are 
handmade, crude arrangements of pipes, 
ball bearings and nails which are alm ost as 
likely to blow off the fingers of their owner 
as to blind his adversary. But crimes are 
also perpetrated with pump-action shot 
guns, self-loading rifles and even M-16s. 
A newspaper report last week hinted at the 
source of some of this weaponry. During 
an enquiry into an army mutiny in July it 
emerged that six AK-47 assault rifles and 
two roeket launchers have mysteriously 
“walked” from PNG Defence Force Stores. 

“The word rascal can mean a petty thief 
or a pickpocket, but the worst of these peo- 
ple are well-organised professional bank 
robbers," says Warwick Hatcher, manager 
of PNG’s biggest security firm, Sera rim ax 
“A lot of them are ex-forces, weapon- 
trained. Our armoured cars can stand up 
to an M-16 round from reasonably close up. 
But if they get their hands on one of those 
rocket launchers, then we’re in trouble." 
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1997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years’ — What Mortgage Magazine. 



The Chancellor can’t 
lower your mortgage rate, 
but Direct Line can. 





• Now that the Bank of England sets interest rates the Chancellor can't reduce your monthly mortgage 
repayments. But Direct Line can. 

• As die table shows our variable rate mortgage could save you almost £50* per month. 

• No legal fees if you transfer your mortgage without moving house! 

• We refund your valuation costs. 

• No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

• You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

• We guarantee to save you 20%tt on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

• Don’t let interest rate rises get the better of you. For a cheaper 
mortgage call Direct Line. 



(pisICIliHE) 


MORTGAG55 


0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND151 
www.directiine.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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WHEN YOU BUY ANY 
RANGESTYLE COOKER 

t A choice of superb venues around the 
country 

• A choice of Mediterranean, Rustic or 
Vegetarian cookery days 

• All cookery days presented by 

professional chefs or cooks 

• includes lunch and refreshments 

Offer closes 1st November 
Ask for details 
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lOOan Rangestyte Cooker 

■ Gas. Electric and Duel Fuel Models available. 

■ Easy to dean hob 

■ 2 large ovens 

■ 4 plates in 2 Sizes 

Model Farmhouse. Was £1599 

Abo available in Green. Blue, Champagne 

Delivery direct from manufacturer 

12 MONTHS KiGESTKe OPITOK* 

cunrrs PRICE 


'.SAVE 


BUIE CHAMPAGNE 




THE LATEST DESIGNS 
IN BUILT-IN COOKING 

tedudJng sleek designs and new cokxos to roatdi the 
latest trends in kitchen design. 

Ask about oar H months interest free option on 
al oven and hob combinations ow coir 


v V «■ 


. optkrifyoMlvynow. 

STOVES 

BLUt soon sloHn Gas Coofcet Hntahed m Blass and Green 
g’g ffSl nlS and Brill ■ Fully seated hotplate 
■ Push button ignition . CURRY'S PRICE 

Model NEWHO M E 502 GS 

RED EMomT^nTOST^wrioN^ 429.99 

Also available in Bioe and Red nteMiV- 


A5 SSI ■ BK GOOD HMD KIMAZK 

TRICITY 

BENDIX 


FREE 

DENBY 

DINNER SERVICE 


& 


'SAVE 

120 


HOTPOINT 

com stao4n Sfcortc Corter 
■ Doubt* own ■ On* halogen zone. 
Model EW 71P. WM CT 939 
||»*UU,IJLIWgi Modri ItUBd 16AM 

Ask for d«*as_ , 

ta MoeirHS nooBsr wee opnoH* 



CUBRYS PMCE 

£.199,95 


Single Electric Oven in Green | 

■ Fanned oven 

■ Variable thermal grill 
Model BS685 
plus 

Electric Hob In Green HBK^K 

■ 4 hotplates in 2 sizes' 

■ 2 red spots 

Model HSIOQ piirKfl pr pncE 

Total Separate Selling Price £749.98 
Double Oven package available in rQQ 

Blue: £799.98 AsJc for details fJJJ.QS 

MONTHS INTEREST =REE OPTION* IW 

( Dei*y Harlequin 20 Piece Dinner Sendee by redemption. OFFER HOSES 15th NOVEM1ER 1997. RiB details irwtore. 


SAVE 

:250 


SAVE . 

100 


save: 

:100 


SAVE 

100 



AS SEN M BBC GOOD FOOD MAGAZIIE 

LEISURE 

llOon Rangastyte Cooker • 1 

■ Gas. Electric. LPG and Dual Fuel mod eh available. 

■ Abo available In Rating Green, Regal Blue, or Claret. 

■ 2 Large ovens 

■ Non sddc griddle. 

■ Unique handy rack. 

■ Wamung plate . 

Model RANGEMA5TER 110 Black 
Price excluding Trade-in £1699 
Abo available in Green. Blue, Claret 
Blade version in Dual Fuel only 
Delivery direct from manufacturer 
13 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 071123* 


GREEN BLUE CLARET 


TRADE-IN PRICE 

f1499 


SAVE UP TO f 50 
ON MICROWAVES 


SANYO 


07 cu. ft Touch Control Microwave 

■ Unique Super Showerwave cooking system 

■ 800 watts power output 

■ Auto defrost 

■ 3 stage memory 
Model EM5153 
♦Larger Stores Only 
JUu-43939' Was £129.99 



m-i 



BLACK GREEN 

LEISURE 

55cm Slot-in Gas Cooker 
■ Large oven and sepa rate grill 
Model RAN GEM ASTER 55. 

Price Excluding Trade-in £799.99 

r : ::iT= 3 .ES7 

Also available TIIADMIPIBC 


CREDA 

55cm Slot-in Electric Cookor 

■ Double oven. 

■ 24 hour electronic timer 

■ Fan main oven 
Model 48901. 

Was £949.99 

12 MONTHS OHI 

ITriEREST FREE F| 

OPTION* r^l 


CURRTS PRICE 


f599.99 


WHITE 

HOTPOINT 

50cm SoMn flectric Cooker finished in 

Charcoal and Brass 

■ Fan main oven 
Model EW21C 

SMCNTH5 INTEREST FREE OrTlOf;* 
Abo available CURRYS PRICE 

A*fo?det^ £379.99 


BELLING 


STOVES 


Single Beetric Oven in Bh» 

■ Multi-function oven 
Model XOU171 
PLUS 

Gas Hob ki Blue 
Model GHU562 

Total Separate PACKAGE PRICE 

Setting Price £64138 PIA 
12 MONTHS INTEREST -MIU QQ 
FREE OPTION* tJIJJ 


Smgta Heritage fledrk Oven ta Champagne 

Model 600EM 

PUB 

flectric Hob in Champagne 


Tael Separate Selling Price £89938 
1Z MONTHS INTEREST PACKAGE PfOCE 
FREE OPTION* *4k4k 

Abo available fen Green - IUU AQ 

Ask for detaib t f liar ,30 


Only 


,■•*4 

Wj: 


iMASTERCARt 


* 


T"1 ' J 


NEFF 

Double Electric Oven In Bade 
■ Grco4herm cooking system 
Model U 1420. 

PLUS Gas Hob In Black 

Model T2115- 

Tool Separate Selling Price £102938 

12MONTHS INTFF.ST PACKAGE PRICE 
FREE OPTION* A A A 

Abo available rMiMQI 

In Green him a#,30 



oForvnp MIND FOR YEARS TO C»!E CMflKDNUVffifWBBBWiAraJS 
reAtlOFM^FORYbMO CtmiWneddriiveiyandlrataBatxmonal srMEBHSfflSBOP 

free-standing gas and dearie cooker. Repain 7 daysaiwek 

S3^SaSl4<K^ KJW ' limRfiST ««rthem Ireland and seleflml taedqukiMr 

FRHE OPTION YVHEN PUIKHASm WfmaW PR 

oouCT OVBt £100. A*k »«o« ter datens. 


free-standing gai and dearie woken 
(esiudes Northern Ireland and selected 
Scottish sores), fastato-tton by curryi 
reg bared engineers 


EXTRA VA 1 BS EXD 1 BIVE 

MODBS 

For OBxptiaKd valub look for the 
wide s e l ec tion of superb models and 
offers axduriwi to DSGRrtaflUd- 


SAME DAY SERVICING 
For most large items If you 
phone before 10am Monday to 
Friday and live within 10 miles of 
aCunysoora. 






SHARP 

03 cu. ft Crisp 'if Bake 
Microwave 

with Conduction Oven and GriB 

■ 850 wans power output 

■ Auto cook/defrost 

Model R7C58B. CURRYS PRK£ 
Was £249.99 41 4k 4b 


Find a lower price for 
tnerame produce and 
offa; oorr^te, new; 
boDoed arid inatoclCBi a 

Kp Shop wSthln 7 days 
of purchase and well 
matchit. 





O 




mM 

4S fj W w 


4k EXAMPLE OF IKTERE5T 
FREE option ON 
SELECTED PRODUCTS 


GRAYS QtRECT . 

For <fi«L doorstep deSmiyi in Swortagdjs^ 
Freephone 0500 304304 orfax MS 
SJOpm Man-Sat 1 C*ir» 5 pmSunJ. Ddtvenr charges 
from CL2S. Part 0#D5GReta4 Lid. 

a mount free if repaid in full before for with? 8tK 
rtSdwrthX product See our How itWoritfshoyrard Ir^re fo 
^gOOBTHSt 12 MOffTHS INTEREST FREE OPTIO N 20% d eposrt Of 
SSS'tri^^fbfffore (or with) the 12 monthly parent Total an> 


usapaffiDiT 

REVIEWS 


EA5YVGCf57iD. n Ay 

Cunys Piender Advantage Aeeount 
often instant Oedft and IM> tdw 
advantage of any omutOner m-store. 
5eebwwe tardea*. 


H-STCSS KUP3SASSS3WKS 
Make tte most of Ylfindowi 95 
Upgrade io SMBa RAM. 4Mb chips, 
from £2739. Installation only 0939. 
Ash tardea lb 


Phone our detflesed software Ine 7 
days a week. Gate cost Site per mawte 





BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 


OR SPREAD THE COST WITH 48 MONTHLY REPAYMENTS 20% depoat of £9939. 48 monthly 

wwmnnfr nf Cl 3 72 Titfil afnmint nawahla P7AI1 Ffv I run irutips FlflflQ ana OIK 


Ring 0990 500049 for details ofyour neatest store. 
vMnmwoukrelnntaTnlWHCMMJtafsg^lWinm OanBaebwBatQBftt 


.x — 
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ioodbye Hell, 
lello Hull 


he Bishop of Hull has come to the res- 
ie of the city which is forever fixed in the 
itiopal psyche as a place of terminal dutt- 
is& The Rt Rev James Jones yesterday 
urched a campaign designed to position 
.uL nearer heaven than hell. 

Tie 17th-century vagabonds’ prayer 
iwed by Taylor the U&ter poet - “From 
d. Hell and Halifax Good Lord deliver 

S heen a thorn in the city’s side for 
of years. During this period m his- 
prs avoided Hull because they had 
nee of gelling anything without 
ird labour and anyone caught 
suing cloth was beheaded. 

Research revealed that the city suffers 
fin an i mag e “often perceived by outsiders 
asither negative or non-existent". Now, 
iirnational branding consultants, Wolff 
Cns, have been hired to give a makeover 
trlull - or, to afford it its grandiose title. 
hgston-upon-HulL A poster, which is part 
a multi -million pound programme of pro- 
stion, regeneration and education for the 
y, reads: “Goodbye ‘Hell and Halifax’ ... 
all’s moving on." 

Unveiling the advertisement, the blsb- 
} said he was “igniting the first few flick- 
ing flames of hope", adding that the 
unpaign represented something “far 
aeper than a flash- in -the -pan promotional 
unpaign to boost a few egos". 

“We are kindling a beacon of pride and 
chievement which can become the envy of 
he nation .. . There is so much in which we 
an be justly proud. We must harness the 
.Tty's unique spirit to improve our prospects 
and the quality of life for everyone." It is 
hoped that Halifax will remain “good 
Yorkshire neighbours”. — Oars Gamer 


Good Book tales of rape, murder and luscious eroticism 





Canon Michael Sawanfc The Bible ‘leaves little doubt about the pleasures of loving and bonking* 


uQifve$ of thighs like 
jewels”, “whispers like 
spiced wine” and “breasts 
like twin fawns of a 
gazelle” Whoever said the 
Bible was boring? A 
churchman tells Clare Gamer 
that it is full of “the 
pleasures of loving and 
bonking” ■ 

In between the Lord speaking to 
Moses and the walls of Jerusalem 
being rebuilt, there are plenty of 
juicy bius in the Bible. So says 
Canon Michael Saward. Canon 
Treasurer of St Paul’s Cathedral. 

With reference to the “luscious, 
erotic poem”, the Song of Songs, 
which includes racy passages such 
as: “You are stately as a palm-tree J 
and your breasts are clusters of 
dalesV 1 said: T will climb upimo 
the palm to grasp ils fronds’", he 
f neide that most of the memorable 
bits of the Old Testament come into 
the sex and violence category. 

In These An The Facts, a book 
of his sermons published today, 
Canon Saward writes that what first 
comes to people’s minds about the 
Old Testament are the stories 
about what men and women do to 
and with each other. “Genesis has 
its fair share of rapes and murders. 
Exodus vividly describes tht; drowrv 
Photograph: Jason Bye ing of the Egyptian anny in the Red 


*w»5< Later books tell of local tribes 
who were massacred in whaL ©day, 
we call ethnic cleansing-" 

And as for sex. “There's plen- 
ty of that in the Bible," he adds. 
The Song of Songs is "not only full 
of references to legs, thighs, breasts 
and so on, but includes a handful 
of coded allusions - common in 
Middle Eastern writing - to sexu- 
al intercourse. It leaves little doubt 
about the pleasures of loving and 
bonking there!” 

Canon Saward reports that a 
vicar's wife once told him that her 
elderly mother preferred the Old 

Testament to the New because, os 

she pul it, there were more dirty ] 
bits in iL "How sad,” he adds, “that 

she had equated sex with dirt." 

Elsewhere in the book. Canon 
Saward. whose skull was fractured 
when he was attacked by intrud- 
ers in the notorious Ealing Vic- 
arage rape case of 19S6, in which 

his daughter was raped, complains 

about press coverage of the 
Church. 

“it only needs one unorthodox 
vimr to say some thing outrageous 
and every journalist will print his 
ravings. As a result, the non- 
church-gping nation, and its politi- 
cians. assume that the Church 
spends all its time teaching here^, 
political revolution or a moral 
free-for-all. 

“That is arrant nonsense but - - 
people still believe what they read 
in the newspapers." 


American Jews are 
lost souls, says rabbi 


An Israeli chief rabbi 
says millions of non- 
Orthodox Jews are lost 
souls. At the same time, 
moves to solve the row 
over conversions 
between the Orthodox 
and non-Orthodox in 
Israel have failed. Patrick 
Cockbum in Jerusalem 
examines the growing 
dispute dividing Israeli 
and American Jews. 


|i His words seem calculated to in- 

■ flame. Speaking about the so- 
called f' Who is a Jew” struggle. 
EliahiJ Bakshi-Doron, the 
Sephardi Chief Rabbi of Israel 
in cbirge of Jews from the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
sirnpy ruled out . millions of 
Jewsfmainly in America, who 
belolg to the modernising 
Refifm tradition. 

rfe said that Reform Jews, 
wh( together with the non-Or- 
thdox Conservative Jews, 
mae up 93 per cent of the 
6 nilBon American Jewish com- 
-jw mitity, were “a one-way bridge 

V injeneral to assimilation and 

reccing the Jewish people”. 
Cn ceding that Reform Jews 
umbered millions, the Chief 


Rabbi told Israeli TV that they 
were “millions of lost souls 
who have no future". He added: 
“A large part of their rabbis 
don't even believe in God.” 

The denunciation of non-Or- 
thodox Jews, who make up less 
than one per cent of the popu- 
lation in Israel has politically 
important consequences be- 
cause it comes in the middle of 
a row over the Orthodox reli- 
gious monopoly in IsraeL This 
centres on the right of Reform 
and Conservative Jews to con- 
vert non-Jews in Israel and on 
their right to sit on local reli- 
gious councils. 

The religious parties, whose 
23 seats make up a third of the 
government’s 66-strong coali- 
tion, want to pass a law deny- 
ing the Reform and 
Conservative Jews the right to 
do either. They say they were 
promised this by Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, the Israeli prime min- 
ister, and will bring down his 
government if he docs not do 
so. 

American Jews, whose 
political support is essential to 
Israel find the suggestion that 
they are not Jewish enough 
deeply offensive. Rabbi Ehud 
Bandel head of the Conserva- 
tive Movement in IsraeL says 
that the law, if passed, “will 
be interpreted in the eyes of 


US Jewry as a declaration of 
war". 

The legislation probably will 
not pass through the Knesset 
(parliament) if it is opposed by 
the Russian immigrant party, 
some of whose supporters have 
had their daim to be Jewish 
challenged by the Orthodox 
’rabbinate. But even if the law 
is rejected, the threat of such 
legislation has led to a sharp in- 
crease in political activity by Re- 
form Jews in the United States. 
Last weekend they won control 
of the World Zionist Congress. 
This reverses a trend for reli- 
gious and political militants 
from the right to dominate 
Jewish lobbying groups in the 
US. 

Meanwhile, a settler rabbi 
, has carried a plea from Chief 
Rabbi Bakshi-Doron to Sheikh 
Yassin, the recently released 
spiritual leader of Hamas, the 
Islamic militant organisation, in 
Gaza asking that “attacks on in- 
nocent people - women, the el- 
derly and children - go a gains t 
religion and are a sin and a 1 
crime and that he condemn 
these things". His emissary, 

Rabbi Menachem Froman, a 
West Bank settler who said be 
respects “the right of the Pales- 
tinians also to live in this land”, 
said he hoped to open a dia- 
logue with the sheikh. 
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Nowh your best chance to snap lip a proper server - sad really 
raise yonr game. While supplies last HP are offering at least 
a £170 saving on E-aeries NetServers for small workgroups, so 
for a limited time yon can get a server for less than the price of 
many PCs! Whafi more ifll really give yonr computer set-up 

some extra spine. HPh team of experts are always on the hall 

to advise yon through HP’s ‘Support Anywhere’ resource. 
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lb place yonr order contact: Solution Point 0645 007007 FMI 0171 432 3281 
CRS Computers limited 01506 460300 Micro Systems Corporation 0161 237 9000 
Eurodate Systems limited 0500 549291 CAE Office Systems 01923 210923 


There’s maximum reliability with HP’s Automatic Server 
Restart built in, and HP AutoAlert means your reseller can 
fix most problems on-line without you even realising 
something’s up. So you don’t just get a server, you get the 
finest networking management team in the business. If you 
want to get your business promoted to a premier network, 
^ grab ^^qiportm^ mw^[the wowse^made GOODJ 

j hiihuiudO KB tr 

1432 3281 IrAfll HEWLETT* 

L61 237 9000 \!!KM PACKARD 
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Kohl signals the end of his reign 
with a TV decree naming heir 


Helmut Kohb Even the faithful 
cannot contemplate another term 


Putting an end to months of 
speculation, Germany’s leader 
yesterday finally named his 
successor. Imre Kara a in Bonn 
reports on the announcement 
which heralds the dawn of the 
post-Kohl era. 


The King has spoken. “My wish is that 
Wolfgang SchafiMe should one day become 
Federal Chancellor,” pronounced Hel- 
mut Kohl during a television interview. 

The party he has led to four successive 

victories will interpret that as a royal 
command. Never before has the 67-year- 
old leader of the Christian Democrats be- 
stowed such an honour on anyone, 
although he had hinted Mr ScbaBble was 
his favoured dauphin. 

Mr Kohl had always been led by the 


that anointing a successor tarns the 


rrnwitn that anointing a successor mmstne 
incumbent into a lame duck. But it has be- 
come apparent in the last of bis 15-year 
reign that the party and the country. want 

change. They would vote one last time for 

a chancellor named Helmut Kohl, but on 
the understanding that he would band over 
to the younger generation during bis last 
trr m. Even for the £utbful,.the thought of 
20 years under Helmut Kohl seemed too 
horrible to contemplate. 

• Mr Sdtauble, 55, fits the Wd He may 

lack the folksy qualities of his boss, but he 

enjoys a great deal of popularity, and is re- 
puted to possess one of the sharpest in- 
tellects on the German political scene. He 
is aconsumate deal-maker, blessed unlike 
his boss, witban astounding eye for detail. 
Whether he also has a broader vision re- 
quired in the top job is a subject of debate. 

The contrast between Mr SchSuble’s 
vigour and Chancellor Kohl’s depleting en- 
ergy has become obvious of late. On Mon- 


tendmg tneir pany s ~ “"TjT 

yawned through a lacklustre Kohl speecn. 

A day later, theywere on their feet, wann- 

k, applauding Mr Schfiuble’s electnfymg 

• *_ t.olrc ahmd 


is woj± in the provinces; a point re- 
peatedly made by opponents. 

But he basbeena loyal, competed sup- 

porter of Mr KDhLHe^Uten^ gr 


analysis of the tasKS aneau. 

Mr Schguble has filled the number-two 
post since 1991, becoming leader of the 
CDU/CSU parliamentary group after a 

. , fmm an assassination 


^SeditedlSh drawing uptbe ^^ 


nnracuious recovwj — 

attempt. The attack, by a deranged man, 
left him a paraplegic, confining mm to a 

wheekhair for the rest of his life. • 

« ^ fnn rtretflKteml tO 


aj^mCT.hfrStibariMe appeals to be as firm 
a believer in- European inte^atKra and 
monetary union as the Chancellor. He fits 
the bill "son of Kohl* perfect^. 

There is, of course, the tittle matter of 


IOC quesuuu uhiuvv. 

ask for a long time was finally posed tyStm 
magazine earlier this year. “Can a crqjpfe 
run Germany?" screamed the cover. I 
know I could actually do any job * was Mr 
Scbluble’s firm reply. 

Before his current ass i g nm ent, he had 
served as interior minister, headed the 
chancellery and administered the nation- 
al party organisation. What he has never 


elections to consider before tne corona*. 
There are still 11 months before Germ^ 
go to the polls. Assuming a Kohl victoqr, 
foe Chancellor’s script foresees themfi£ 
Auction of foe euro on 1 January 15*99, tb 
government's move to Berlin later that year, 
and foraabdication in a blaze of glory. It 
is assumed that Mr Schauble ts patient 
enough to wait that long- Whether Ger- 
many can is another matter. 




Solidarity coalition 
names new Prime Minister 

Poland’s Solidarity bloc and foe small- 
er Freedom Union yesterday adopted a 
little-known academic, Jerzy Buzek, 57 
(pictured right), as their choice for 
Prime minister of a new centre-nght 




a right to name foe prime mrn i s ter. Mr 
Buzek was top AWS policy adviser be- 
fore foe polls. He owes his. rise entirely — 
to foe Solidarity bloc chief chief Man- ■ d 

an Krzaklewski, who plans to continue ™ekGng power behmd 
the scenes as head of foe caucus he forged from dozens of cen- 
tre and right-wing parties. 

Swiss bank boycott attacked 

The American ambassador to Switzerland attacked decisions by 
two US states to penalise leading Swiss banks for what is seen », 
as failure to answer for their role in the Holocaust. The ambas- 
sador, Madeleine Kunin, said punitive measures were counter- . 
pructive. OnTbesday, California said it had stopped dealing with ■ 
four Swiss financial institutions including Switzerfand’s three biggest ; 
banks, Swiss Bank Corp, Credit Suisse Group and Union fenk j 
ofSwitzeriand. Last Friday,New York City said it dechnedUBSs i, 
proposal la provide a letter of credit fora note sale because of 

the bank’s handling of Holocaust issues. S' 

Lorry drivers face roadblocks 










,1 
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No go area: Blockaded lorries in France last year \ 

A year after the strikes that paralysed Continental motorways, 
lorry drivers are again facing a “winter of discontent”, foe Brush 
Road Haulage Association warned. Greek hauliers are poied 
to strike from Friday over proposed changes to heavy goods 1c- 
islation while French drivers have announced industrial aetta 
starting 2 November unless demands on pay and conditions ae 
meL Talks between French haulage unions and foe authority 
continue, but the lorry drivers threaten a repeat of last year's bkxl 
ades if they break down. Neil Kinnock. European transport coA 
missioner, has been meeting road haulage federations from Britai 
Ireland, Spain and other countries hit by last year’s delays. Moi 
than 1,000 British firms have submitted claims but many will na 
qualify under French law. — Katherine Butler, Brussa 

Yeltsin spared crucial vote 1 

Russia’s COmmunist-led lower house of parliament put oft 1 a no| 
confidence vote in the government for a week after a drama rig 
eleventh-hour appeal for compromise by President Boris Yeltsin] 
The 450-member State Duma decided to delay foe vote to al-l 
low time to consider Mr Yeltsin’s unexpected intervention, tele-1 
phoned to the chamber after two hours of debate in which foe 
government’s economic reforms were lambasted. 
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In the roof of the basilica, a yawning gap exposes the 
concrete arch which was probably Giottxrts nemesis; it 
made the building rigid and trauma-prone in a way the 
original wooden ones did not. And here are parts of the 
fresco brick by bride (top) a fallen cherub, (centre) an 
eye of St Francis. Above, restorers begin the task of 
sifting through the remnants of a masterpiece. 


Inside the Assisi basilica, a sight to make saints weep 


ucial vote 


top 
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These are the first still 
photographs of Giotto’s ceiling 
after the earthquake damage 
of three weeks ago. The 
question now is if and when we 
shall see It restored. The 
answer, as Andrew Gumbel reports, 
will depend on politics quite as 
jsnuch as on 
R aftsmen’s skill. 


They mumble in the back streets of As- 
sisi that the recent earthquakes are a pun- 
ishment from God for the venality of the 
Franciscan friars who oversee the religious 
buildings of the town. They mumble, too, 
about a long-standing curse Ofl the great 
Basilica of St Francis ~ a monument far 
too grandiose and seif-important, they »y, 
tosuit the tastes of the great patron of hu * 
utility, nature and the poor. 

Whatever the metaphysical reasons, we 
langMe evidence of the tremors of the pa* 

three weeks are staridndeed- 

two great masterpieces inside the Uppe 
Church of the Basilica - Cimabue s w 
Evangelists and The Doctors *#***£*. 
^ dutch, attributed to Giotto or h^boo 
R- tumbled down fromtheir bnck vaults at 
• either end of the church on Septerobi-r 
killing four people, and further 
pieces of the hufldtng have been orunUng 
with the successive aftershock thm b 

f0l Sweek, the tympanum at the sauih 
transept began to crumble, and bassm 
been shrouded in scaffolding top«« 
it bringing a whole skfe-of the church down. 


Technical experts have begun surveying the 
roof of the whole edifice to, find ways to 
shore it up against further damage, bat they 
have not yet dared take a proper scout 
around the interior for fear of further 
tremors. 

The future of one of the seminal budd- 
ings of the dawn of the Renaissance is thus 
caught in a terrible structural paradox: the 
risk of further damage is so great that no- 
body has yet plucked up the courage to 
take the steps necessary to prevent it. Why 
should this calamity strike now, in our age 
of technology, when die Basilica had sur- 
vived more than seven centuries m a no- 
torious earthquake zone more or less 
unscathed? 

One answer to that question can be 
gleaned by looking up through the hole 
created by the collapse of the Giotto pan- 
el. In the space between the roof and the 
decorated vault is the first of a series of 
concrete beams that date back from the 
1 960s. According to several art historians 

and technical experts, these alone may have 

been enough to make the difference be- 
tween a few light cracks in the plasterworit 
and the disaster that has taken place. 

The Culture Ministry officials who 
made the decision to repiare the old wood- 
en beams with concrete more than 30 years 
ago defend themselves by saying they had 
to ascertain whether earthquakes or fire 
posed a greater risk to the Basilica; 
events, they concede with a shrug of the 
shoulders, have shown that they made the 
wrong derision. 

But this is poor judgement of the kind 
that has dogged artwork up and down Italy 
in recent years. The Culture Ministry has, 
notoriously, been treated as a dumping- 
ground where politicians like to place rel- 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
BRIAN HARRIS 



Wheelbarrows of Immortality: one full of fragments of Giotto, the 
other of Cimabue 


a lives and friends with little chance of find- 
ing a job ebewbere. The minority that feels 
genuinely passionate about Italy's artistic 
heritage is so abused and so badly paid, 
it is only occasionally that they get a chance 
io wield their influence appropriately. 

That, in turn, helps explain much of 
what has happened at the Basilica since 


* • 


the first recent earthquake. There has been 
some sterling work, notably among the art 
restorers who have almost finished sifting 
through the rubble of the Giotto and 
painstakingly catalogued ail the pieces ac- 
cording to size, colour and - in a few cas- 
es - dearly recognisable figurative chunks. 
The face of San Rufino, for example, has 


been almost completely recomposed and 
now sits, in a dozen fractured pieces, in a 
plastic tray filled with sand. 

This has all been accomplished despite 
the uncommon difficulty of the task. The 
vaults inside the Upper Church were 
built with vertically-lined brides, which 
means chat when they caved in ’and the 
bricks separated, nothing came out more 
than a couple of inches wide. Normally, 
frescoes damaged in this way would be rift- 
ed by hand on the spot before being car- 
ried away. In this case, though, there were 
human bodies trapped underneath so the 
rubble was cleared away in great haste by 
mechanical diggers. “The plaster is frag- 
ile stuff and many of the pieces were in- 
evitably ground to dust,” explained the 
restoration supervisor Paola Passalacqua. 

The restorers have had little or no help 
from the state, however. Ms Passalacqua 
works for the Culture Ministry office in 
nearby Perugia, but nearly all her team 
have been volunteers, energetically backed 
up by charity workers from a Florentine 
religious order called the Misericordia. 
They have been working out of makeshift 
tents mi the forecourt outside the entrance 
to the Upper Church without fanfare; the 
only comment they have attracted from the 
government official charged with the 
overall rescue of the Basilica, a former cul- 
ture minister called Antonio Paolucri, was 
a snide remark about the need to get rid 
of “that pile of rubble” - rubble that just 
happens to contain the remnants of ear- 
ly Renaissance masters. 

There is a long way to go still. The Giot- 
to panel may be sifted and catalogued, but 
the Cimabue is still inride the church, shov- 
elled into two columns by the diggers. Be- 
cause of the precariousness of the building,. 


nobody knows the full extent of damage 
to the fresco cycle of the life of St Fran- 
cis, also by Giotto or his school, or to oth- 
er key artworks such as a magnificent, if 
rather faded, Cimabue Crucifix. Aside from 
possible cracks, they are all covered in 
thick, grey masonry dust which is gradu- 
ally eating into the paintwork. Bits are still- 
ing falling down, with or without further 
tremors, although by now mattresses and 
blankets have been put on the floor to try 
to keep them from pulverising. 

It is too early to say how much of the 
artworks can be salvaged; if things go well, 
it could be as much as 8) per cent. “At least 
there should be islands of decoration that 
can be joined together through restoration 
techniques,” Ms Passalacqua said. But 
a gain, the dead hand of Italian officialdom 
could be a problem. Restorers say there 
are already signs of a power struggle be- 
tween the local experts and the Central 
Restoration Institute in Rome. As officials 
scout around for a suitable location for re- 
composition of the recovered fresco 
pieces, companies in the private sector with 
good government contacts are stirring 
themselves to grab the potentially lucra- 
tive contract away from the genuine art 
lovers. 

One curious irony is that those trou- 
blesome concrete beams might at last make 
themselves useful- Too scared to prop up 
the Upper Church from the inside, the 
technicians are now considering building 
a pontoon bridge between the roof and the 
vault and attaching grips to the lop of the 
vault with epoxy resin. The whole struc- 
ture would be suspended from the concrete 
beams. Not, one suspects, a use those Cul- 
ture Ministry officials in the 1960s ever 
dreamed of. 
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Mr and Mrs David Helfgott are very much at home 



David Helfgott 2s probably the 
most famous pianist in the world 
and his wife Gillian is the world's 
most famous pianist’s wife, but 
not necessarily the most 
applauded. She is a cc used of 
many things, exploitation high 
among them. But when Ann 
Treneman met them she found a 
couple comfortable with each 
other and a woman with shine. 


Gillian Helfgott has been called formi- 
dable, a controlling wife, a money-grub- 
ber. They say she has exploited her 
husband David —the extraordinaiy pianist 
whose story inspired the movie Shine- by 
encouraging a world lour that some 
critics have labelled a freak show. 

“How could they do this to him?” teked 
one headline of David who has been 
known to add the odd flourish to 
Beethoven and often mutters and talks to 
the piano on stage. Undoubtedly there win 
be more of the same - both reviews and 
mutters - when he appears at the Royal 
Albert Hall on Monday. There may even 
be a repeating of the off-stage criticisms 
about Gillian's taste in shoes or the state 
of their private life. “They cannot seem 
to imagine that we have a sex life!" she 
says. “That is ridiculous. David is a very 
lovely and sensual man. I am more 
satisfied than most women!" 

Her voice is loud and Austr alian and 
the exasperated words float in the still air 
of the Athenaeum Hotel lounge like 
brightly coloured balloons. It is breakfast- 
time and I swear I can hear a collective 
pricking up of ears. Gillian probably 
does too and doesn't care one bit After 
all, she has spent 14 years at the side of 
a man who creates a stir wherever he goes. 
There is no way you can be David Helf- 
gotfswife and be the shy and retiring type. 

“Hello, hello, hello. Got to smile, gqt 
to smile, got to smile." chatters David as 
he greets us with a clingy hog and a kind 
of O-shaped kiss that hangs foravmy long 
time about a half inch away from the 
cheek. He does the same to the photog- 
rapher and then cries to shake the hands 
of almost everyone else in the room. We 
then sit or, to be more precise, the rest 
of us sit while he vibrates and chatters. 

The wordflow is incessant if Gillian is 
talking, he parrots her phrases until he is’ 
centre-stage again. “The father was too 
domineering, too domineering, too dom- 
ineering," he mutters. He often refers to 
his father, the man who ruined his life try 
being too possessive. Peter Helfgott re- 
fused to let David gp to America to study 
at the age of 14 and later David would defy 
him by coming to Royal College of Mu- 
sic in London. Bui his act of rebellion may 
have also been his undoing: four months 
after giving a brilliant concert at which he 
played the infamous Rakhmaninov’s Con- 
certo No 3 he was admitted to a mental 
institution. 

He would be in and out of them for 12 
more years and it was only after he met 


Gillian in 1983 that his “nervous disorder” 
was controlled to any real extent. The sto- 
ry of his comeback is the subject for the 
Oscar-winning Shine and David is now on 
the last leg of the post -Shine tour. 

Back in the Athenaeum lounge, the 
conversation has jumped from Polish 
.composers to dreams to the “Raich 3” 
which David is going to play on Monday. 
He is very good on facts - Gillian says he 
reads encyclopedias constantly and is a 
CNN junkie - but often interrupts him- 
self to request a piano, a Coke or a cup 
of coffee. “This nice gentleman is going 
to bring me a Diet Coke,” he says to the 
passing waiter as Gillian shakes her head. 
Every day is a caffeine battle. Later she 
confides that she has had to lock the Diet 
Coke, the tea bags and the bottle-open- 
er in the hotel safe. “Can you imagine!” 

Not really, but then again one imag- 
ines a lot more after 10 minutes with David 
Helfgott than you ever thought possible. 
He asks for a piano again bat it is off lim- 
its for another half hour so that people 
can eat their breakfast without the 


accompaniment of the world's most 
popular concert pianist. He leaves anyway 
with a few words of advice. “Don't be 
addictive, be creative! Don’t be greedos!” 
he says. (Other words from his own 
language include “potchnagoola" for 
kisses and “plentchuous" as in plenty.) 

Gillian and David Helfgott are serial 
optimists but it is clear that the aLtacks by 
some music critics over the Shine tour have 
upset them greatly. “It was terrible! 
TTiey’ve said he’s been exploited, that he 
is a puppet, only as good as a third-grade 
student, that he is a fraud," says Gillian. 
“Some of it was extremely painful. They 
were writing things that were so off the 
mark about David being exploited. They 
all seemed to be acting as if we dragged 
him out of an institution. David is a 50- 
year-old man and he makes up his own 
mind about things." 

She returns to the theme of the reviews 
again and again, chewing over the words 
of this or that critic She recounts in detail 
the opinion of a Miami critic who declared 
that if David kept playing with the same 


joy and honesty then he had every right 
to be on the concert platform as a musi- 
cian and not just as a phenomenon. She 
adds that sometimes David rectifies his 
playing after reading a constructive review. 
“As for freak show, well there have been 
very eccentric performers before. In 
America, they were calling Pavarotti a 
freak show this summer. At least David 
is in good company." 

She says she is not defensive. “I know 
he is doing what he loves. I feel very 
privileged and I'm very proud. He really 
is shining on," she says. But a minute later 
she is defending his habit of muttering on 
stage. “David is not alone in that. It's 
terribly important not to crash individual 
artists. He takes risks. Horowitz used to 
get some dreadful reviews too. So did 
Chopin and Beethoven.’* 

It is at this point that I start to like 
Gillian Helfgott because she obviously 
cares so much. “But aren’t the critics miss- 
ing the point?" she asks. “My question is: 
who is doing more for classical music in 
the world, the critics or David Helfgott? 


“He’s had standing ovations around the 
world, even in Switzerland and France 
where they usually are fairly slow to stand 
up. And it’s not just because of Shine. He 
was on tour for 10 years before that. He 
gets standing ovations because he is pas- 
sionate about music, takes risks and brings 
so much joy to the stage. He loves the 
piano. It's his life and he runs up to it like 
a child. There are no barriers with David. 
He read one review that said the night was 
a very sad -occasion and he turned to me 
and said: ‘Darling, how is four standing 
ovations a sad occasion?”* 

Gillian Helfgott ased to be a profes- 
sional astrologer- she is a triple Sagittarius 
and he is a Thurcan with Gemini rising - 
and she believes it was her destiny to be 
David's partner. “David is an extraordi- 
nary human being. I’m a good solid en- 
ergetic backstop." She is 65 and he is 50 
and she says that she doubts a younger 
woman could have dealt with the issues. 
“He needed somebody there 24 hours a 
day and he hadn't had that since his first 
marriage went wrong," she says. 


Gillian HeHgott is a P r « fe5 ^2L ist 
astrologer and a sagacious opun* 
who believes it her desbil J^ ior 
with David. Fifteen years «»*■■£ 
at 65, she says maturity 
advantage when it comes to . 

with a. phenomenal husband and a 
cynical band of aides. 

Photograph: Nicola Kuro^ 



“That really was a tragic relationship. 
It must have been pretty bad to want to 
stay in a mental institution rather than stay 
with your wife.” She has met his first wife, 
Gara, once and has no desire to see her 
again. The feeling, evidently, is mutual as 
Clara has said that David is being exploited. 

This really does seem rubbish from the 
simple vantage point that David clearly 
does know what he likes to do and that 
is to perform. Nor is there a shortage of 
people to go and see him. They say he 
touches the very spirit of the music and 
hundreds write in to say so. “I might just 
write another little book about touring and 
about healing," says Gillian, her eyes foil 
of emotion. “It’s extraordinaiy. David gives 
people such tremendous joy.” We say 
goodbye (more hugs) and David, naturally, 
has the last word. “Awesome and vast, awe- 
some and vast, awesome and vast.” And 


0 


* 


for a moment, it seems exactly so. 

All seats have been sold for David Heljgott’s 
appearance at the Royal Albert Hall on 
Monday but gallery standing tickets at 
£1150 each are available on 01 71-5S9 8212 



I’m not an irresponsible grandma, but I want the kids to have fun 

VIRGINIA IRONSIDE WHAT READERS SAY 


DILEMMAS 


Sandra’s grandchildren 
are staying with her 
for a while when their 
parents are away, but 
her daughter-in-law 
has laid down stringent 
rules — no TV or 
sweets, bath twice a 
day, and a left-over 
punishment imposed 
on the boy. Sandra 
wants their time with 
her to be happy - can 
she break the rales? 


It's said that the reason grandparents and 
grandchildren get on so well is that they 
share a common enemy. This isn't always 
(rue. but sometimes grandparents and 
grandchildren get a great kick out of 
breaking the rules and having fun together 
in a way that the children never normal- 
ly have with their parents. That special 
grandparent’s role is, surely, to provide 
love, treats, trips to the funfair, chocolates 
and at least half 30 hour extra staying up 
time after bedtime. 

My grandmother and I used to go on 
wild trips to Litllehampton when I was 
young and spend what seemed like vast 
sums of money at the local Buttin’s fun- 
fair every night, going on every ride 
imaginable, from the dodgems to the Big 
Dipper. For lunch we had plums and ices 
on the beach, donkey rides galore, jaunts 
on a miniature railway, games on the 
miniature golf ending up with a late and 
“grown-up" walk along the front looking 
at the winking lights before having a sto- 
ry before going to bed. It was wonderful, 
and taught me more about how an adult 
can enter a child’s world than any num- 
ber of odd concessions allowed by my par- 
ents. 

Sandra's natural granny instincts have 
been hampered, however, by someone 
who sounds more like a concentration 
camp warder than a mother. And anyway, 
how dare this woman impose her rules on 
her molhcr-in-law's house? 

Sandra could saQ close to the wind. She 
could take the children swimming once a 
day to avoid the second bath: she could 
get videos out to watch on television or 
lake them to the cinema; she could give 
them ices instead of sweets. And certainly 
she could refuse to cany out a punishment 


& 


meted out by the boy’s mother. Or she 
could secretly flout all the rales and 
swear the children to secrecy. I think a 
child could cope with this without being 
damaged too much. “This is our little se- 
cret,” she could say as she takes them, and 
the television, up 10 bed at midnight. 

I think it would be better, however, to 
wring her hands and say to her daughter 
in-law, as if apologising for being clean out 
of sugar “I’m terribly sorry but we don’t 
have any rules in this bouse except the few 
that I impose. Would you not trust me to 
look after the children in my own way? I 
assure you Z will see they are safe and hap- 
py. And I’m sure it would do the children 
good if they were to learn that in other 
people's houses they have to obey other 
people's rules and go along with their way 
of life.” If she really wants to lay the ma- 
nipulative emotional blackmail on thick 
she could add, sfyly: “I think it would be 
a useful learning process for them." 

She could argue that few of us carry 
our own ways of life into other people's 
houses like snails. Instead of slopping 
around in our dressing gowns over sup- 
per, picking at yesterday’s old pasta with 
our fingers as we watch the telly, and 
mooching off to bed at ten o'clock in a 
sulk, we put on our best face, get dressed 
up, eat with knives and forks; we allow our- 
selves to have a good time - to eat and 
drink far more than wc would at home. 
She could even imply that her set of rules 
are far more stringent than her daughter- 
in-law’s, only different and there just 
wouldn’t be room for two sets. 

And keep quiet about the fact that one 
of her prime rules is that every child in 
her house has a thoroughly enjoyable, ex- 
citing and relaxing time. 


Don’t detract from the 
enjoyment of the visit 
I think grandparents should 
have some sort of idea as to how 
their grandchildren are being 
disciplined and uy to keep some 
sort of continuity when they 
come to stay. At the same time 
“going to stay with grandma" 
can be a lovely experience sim- 
ply because of certain treats or 
“being allowed to stay up "etc. 

As a parent 1 think I was 
quite severe but, ye gods. San- 
dra's daughter-ia-Iaw sounds a 
positive dragon. If her regime is 
followed to the letter, the chil- 
dren will never be able to enjoy 
being with grandma as they 
should. So, as for sweets, tele- 
vision, computer and baths, just 
smile at daughter and murmur 
some sort of non-committal 
agreement, then do what you 
feel is right after she's gone - one 
bath a day would seem a rea- 


sonable compromise for a start! 
However, as for carrying on 
with Mummy's punishment for 
the boy. I would draw the line 
and say quietly and firmly, “No, 
absolutely not". Whether the 
punishment fits the crime is 
neither here nor there but, un- 
der no circumstances should 
you be expected to administer 
iL I would brook no argument 
on the matter, let daughter-in- 
law carry out her own punish- 
ments in her own house. 

Ted Hooton, Chearsley, Bucks 

When in grandma’s 
house, do as she says... 
Your reader should make it 
plain to her daughter-in-law 
that these are her children, her 
rales and gran respects them but 
it is gran's time and gran's house 
and. in this space and time, 
gran’s rules apply. Tell her that 
children need to become ac- 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


I have bad recurrent back pain 
for the last 10 years, which 
means 1 have had to give up my 
job. I’m in daily pain and my life 
has become very restricted. I can- 
not walk far or drive far or sit for 
long periods. I have had every 
kind of conventional and alter- 
native therapy so I don’t want to 
know of any new cures - I've 


customed to changing sets of 
rules eg at home and in school 
and that your rules will not dif- 
fer so very much from here. 
Once over this hurdle try to see 
what her problem really is and 
whether she can gel help! 
Lindsay Brvwis 

Relax: this is a holiday for 
the children too 

If Sandra's daughter-in-law is to 
have a break why not let the chil- 
dren have one too? 

She will relax far more with 
the knowledge that her children 
are being spoilt and treated as 
she can’t possibly allow in her 
own routines. 

By all means hand them over 
with one or two dietary “sug- 
gestions". but no more! Why put 
her loving parcnts-in-law in 
straitjackets with the children, 
when the alternative is to relax 
knowing they too will enjoy 


even been on a Pain Manage- 
ment course at my local hospi- 
tal. And most of the time I can 
cope. 

But what I'm finding most dif- 
ficult and hurtful is that a cou- 
ple of friends have told me that 
other friends think I’m malin- 
gering, and that if I really want- 
ed to 1 could do more - such as 


something different? 

Sandra, tell her there's no 
deal if the list comes too! 

Mrs Frances South 

You can bend the rales 
without flouting them 

Stick to her rules - it can be so 
tricky for parents otherwise - but 
be imaginative! No sweets? - let 
them help you cook scrummy 
cakes, puddings and biscuits us-' 
ing quality ingredients. If “no 
sweets" means no sugar at all, ja 
raid your cookery books for W 
fon savouries. Restricted TV and 
computer? Take your grand- 
children to the cinema and buy 
mega cartons of popcorn or 
crisps. Two baths? Take them 
swimming. But don't agree to 
the punishment: that’s your 
daughter-in-law’s job - the 
transgression happened in her 
home. 

Francesca Weal 


participate in social activities and 
so on. What do I say so that they 
lake my problem more serious- 
ly? How do I convince them that 
this isn’t “just backache” and dial 
I’m doing what 1 can? I don’t 
want pity; just understanding. 
Christine 

Letters arc welcome, and everyone 
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Harold Robbins 


Francis Kane (Hanrid 
Robbins}, writer: born New 
York 21 May 1914; married 
Muriel Ling (died 1937), 

LilBan Madinhntz (marriage 
dbsotad), -Grace Palermo 
(two daughters; marriage 

<fi»oived), Jann Stapp; died 
Ptolm Springs 14 October 

fw. 

Greed for sex, money and pow- 
er brought worldwide success 
and many millions of pounds to 
Harold Robbins. The greed 
was that of the larger-than-life 
characters in his 23 massive 
bestsellers, novels that created 
a “bedroom and boardroom" 
genre of popular fiction since 
developed by the likes of Judith 
Krantz, Jackie Collins, Danielle 
Steele and, on television, by the 
makers of Dallas , Dynasty and 
all their clones. 

Robbins was indisputedly 
the most popular writer in the 
world, and his books - not one 
of which has ever been out of 
print - are said to have sold, in 

f l countries, three-quarters of 
billion copies. His most pop- 
ular, The Carpetbaggers (1961), 
has sold 30 million copies, mak- 
ing it, apparently, the ibarth 
most read book in history. 

Robbins's life was almost as 
extraordinary as his success. 
When the mill i ons started to roll 
in, be began to five the gaudy life 
of the rich, raunchy characters 
in his novels, perhaps recognis- 
ing, as an astute and entertain- 


jhg setf-ptiblicist, that this would 
help shift more books. 

He lived a celebrity life of 
conspicuous consumption: a 

fleet of high-dass cars in which 
several Rolls Royees were lit- 
tle more than runarounds; vil- 
las in the South of France, 
Acapulco and Beverley Hills; 
muses around the Mediter- 
ranean on his 85ft yacht with 
guest lists that at various times 

included Hollywood film stars, 
globetrotting European jet- 
setters. Middle Eastern mil- 
lionaires and high class hook- 
era. He loudly proclaimed that 
he had researched first-hand all 
the vices he described in his 
novels; and that he would one 
day be recognised as the best 
writer in the world. 

The arc of his success also 
read like something from his 
novels. He was bom Francis 
Kane in 1916, in Hell's Kitchen, 
New York. A foundling (like his 
fellow best-seller James Mich- 
ener) he was brought up first in 
a Roman Catholic orphanage 
then in a succession of foster 
homes. He took the name Ru- 
bins from one foster family and 
changed it to Robbins when he 
began writing. 

After dropping out of High 
School he worked during the 
Depression as a bookie's run- 
ner, errand boy and a clerk in 
a grocery store. In the grocery' 
store he saw a way to make 
money from speculating on 
crop futures. He borrowed 
$800, put his plan into opera- 


tion and was a millionaire with- 
in a year. He was 20. 

In 1939, on the eve of the 
Second Vforid VVhr, however, he 
lost the lot when he speculat- 
ed that sugar would shortly be- 
come scarce and bought four 
shiploads at $4.85 per 100 
pounds just before the gov- 
ernment fixed the price of sug- 
ar at $4.65. 

Bankrupt, he went to work 
in 1940 as a derk at (he New 
York warehouse of Universal 
Pictures. Sharp with figures, by 
1 942 he had become executive 
director of budget and planning 
and he remained an executive 
with the film company until 
1957. 

He began writing in 1946, to 
win a bcl after scorning the 
quality of the stories the studio 
was buying. Hls first two nov- 
els, Never Love A Stranger 
(1948) and The Dream Mer- 
chants (1949) were immediate 
successes and he even got crit- 
ical praise (a rare commodity 
where a Harold Robbins nov- 
el was concerned) for his third, 
A Stone For Danny Fisher 
(1952), a coming of age novel 
set on New York’s East Side. 

Later all three novels be- 
came films -Danny Fisher was 
transplanted to New Orleans as 
Kid Creole , a vehicle for Elvis 
Presley whilst Never Love A 
Stranger provided an early role 
for Sieve McQueen. 

Other novels followed in 
the Fifties - “picaresque nov- 
els about doomed people", he 


called them -but it was with the 
1961 publication of 77te Cor- 
pcihapscrs (with a central char- 
acter based on Howard 
Hughes) (hat Robbins’s career 
really took off. The 26 novels 
which followed over the next 37 
year* (including The Adventur- 
er*, 1966; The Hetty, 1971; The 
Stallion, 19% and Tycoon, 1997) 
were snapped up by readers and 
film companies alike. Virtual- 
ly all his novels have been 
filmed for either the big screen 
or as television mini-series. 

In them he often used real 
life figures like Hughes, Aristotle 
Onassis, Marilyn Monroe and 
Lana Turner as templates for his 
central characters. “All my char- 
acters arc real," he said once. 
“They are written as fiction to 
protect the guilty." Readers 
loved the intricate plots, fast nar- 
rative, and what seemed like 
Robbins's insider view of Hol- 
lywood, industry bigwigs and the 
super-sexed super-rich. 

Robbins loved the life of the 
playboy, albeit one who pro- 
duced a big book every couple 
of years. He did this by work- 
ing 12 to 16 hour days, never 
rewriting nor working out his 
plots in advance. As he got 
wealthier, in addition to his 
glamorous lifestyle and outra- 
geous parties, he got serious 
about art (he bought Chagalls 
amd Legers, Picasso sketched 
him), fine food and gambling. 

His extravagant lifestyle 
came to an end in 1985 follow- 
ing a stroke and then a fail in 


which he fractured both hips. 
Confined to a wheelchair he re- 
mained in his palazzn in Palm 
Spring for the rest of his life. He 
underwent a scries of operations 
to repair bis damaged booes, in- 
cluding one in which he suffered 
painful nerve damage. An at- 
tempt to implant an electric 
painkiller in his stomach (ailed 
and thereafter he UxA over-the- 
counter painJdlkrs every day to 
alleviate the constant pain. 

He continued to type his 
books tiro fingered but now 
could only manage three or four 
hours a day. The wild spending, 
the divorces (he admitted to 
three wives but it seems there 
were three other brief; unpubti- 
cised marriages, hvo possibly to 
the same woman) and the med- 
ical bills put a big dent in his bank 
halancc. The houses, the cats and 
the yacht went. 

His marriage to his second 
(or fifth, depending on who is 
counting) wife, Grace Palermo, 
ended in divorce after 28 years 
in 1992. A week later, on Valen- 
tine's Day, he married his as- 
sistant, Jann Stapp, vowing it 
would be his last marriage. 

He was writing almost to die 
end and had just completed an- 
other novel Wishing Well. Of his 
writing he never had any 
doubts: “I'm the best around - 
no one can compare with what 
I’ve done. I'm the world's best 
writer in bask English. Every- 
body understands what 1 write 
- except maybe the critics." 

- Peter Guttridge 



Robbins: Tm the worlds best writer in bask English' 


Photograph: John Dee l Rex 


Admiral of the Fleet Sir William Staveley 


Willcun Doveton Minet 
Staveley, naval officer: bom 
10 November 1928; Vice- 
Chief of Naval Staff 1980-82; 
KCB 1981, GCB 1984; 
Commander4n-Chief Rent 
and Allied Commander-In- 
Chief; Channel and East 
Atlantic 1982-85; First Sea 
Lord and Chief of Naval Staff 
1985-89; First Principal Naval 
ADC to the Queen 1985-89; 
Chairman, Chatham Historic 
Dockyard Trust 1991-97; 
married 1954 Betti na Stutter 
(one son, one daughter); died 
SeverroaJcs, Kent 13 
1997. 


^ctober 


William Staveley joined the 
Royal Navy as a cadet in 1942 
and retired in 1 989 as Chief of 
the Naval Staff and First Sea 

Lord, in a conspicuously suc- 
cessful career which reflected 
Milton's comment about “vir- 
tuous Father, virtuous son**- 
Staveley’s father had retired as 
an Admiral; his maternal 
grandfather was Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir Doveton Sturdee, 
who had avenged Craddock’s 
disas trous defeat at Coronel by 
dunking von Spee’s battle cruis- 
ers off the Falklands in 1914. 

With such ancestry, Wfliiam 
StaveJey’s career seemed in- 
evitable in both pattern and 
achievement. It bad a singu- 
larly promising start - an 
early appointment as Flag 
Lieutenant to the Comman- 
der- in- Chief Home Fleet, a 
tour of duty in theRqyal Yacht 
and then two years as an offi- 


cers! the Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth, by whose stan- 
dards even the young Staveley 
was outstanding. In all those 
appointments he impressed 
his seniors arid his juniors, al- 
beit m different ways, by his un- 
flagging zeal, dedication to 
duty and determined purpose, 
growing more and more into 
the manner born. 

He was promoted early to 
Commander at the age 32, and 
saw active service in command 
of a mine-sweeping squadron 
deployed as coastal patrol craft 
off Brunei in 1982 and Malaysia 
in 1983. His appointed did 
him well and he returned their 
compliments. A shore ap- 
pointment at the Portland 
Training Base in Dorset, as 
Commander Sea Training, kepi 
his hand and eye in. and then 
after command of the frigate 
Zulu he was promoted Captain 
in 1967, after barely seven 
years as Commander. 

His next job was in the 
Naval Plans division, the first of 
several in Whitehall, but be was 
given two more seagoing ap- 
pointments, commanding In- 
trepid, one of the two assault 
ships, and Albion, the com- 
mando carried*, before a second 
planning post, this time as Di- 
rector of Naval Plans, led with 
apparent inevitability to the 
Flag List in 1977. His peers con- 
tinued to observe his rather soli- 
tary path to further promo tion 
- his efficiency seemed fantas- 
tic to some and almost de- 
pressing to others, but it 


sustained him, unabated, 
throughout his career. 

He flew his flag as Rear- 
Admiral Carriers and Am- 
phibious Ships, by then the 
Navy’s major conventional war- 
ships, which was his first expe- 
rience of a coterminous Nato 
appointment, as Commander 
Carrier Strike Force TWo. Then 
appointment as Chief of Staff 


to Commander-in-Chief Fleet 
introduced him to the bead- 
quarters at Northwood. 

Meanwhile he was promot- 
ed Vice-Admiral in 19K) and ap- 
pointed Vice-Qrief of the Naval 
Staff under Sir Henry Leach as 
Chief of the Naval Stiff and Kist 
Sea Lord. Siaveteywasnot to see 
service afloat a gain, though bis 
service ashore was no less tur- 


bulent Those were the days of 
John Neffs lamentable defence 
review and of Command 8288. 
that fantastical White Paper. 
Stavdey did well to help retrieve 
the situation, and the Falblands 
campaign was a fortunate op- 
portunity for the Navy to 
demonstrate the need for a 
more realistic balance of capa- 
bilities than Nott had envisaged. 


His heart must have leapt at the 
possibility of one more com- 
mand afloat, but the task force 
needed only one flag officer at 
sea, and that a Rear-Admiral 
Staveley was denied the oppor- 
tunity to emulate Sturdee. 

He was perhaps consoled in 
1981 by being appointed KCB. 
though again many reflected 
that unlike some, he did not 



Unflagging zeaJb Staveley at the Maritime Museum In 1980 when he became Vice-Chief of the Naval Staff, beside a 
portrait of his grandfather Sir Doveton Sturdee, who held the corresponding appointment in 1914 Photograph: Hutton Getty 


have to shed a nickname or an 
affectionate diminutive to re- 
turn to the formal given name 
that was required. He was al- 
ways thought of as William by 
most people. But he returned 
to Northwood, as an Admiral 
Commander-in-Chief and 
Allied Commander-in-Chief 
Channel and Eastern Atlantic. 
With customary honesty, and 
irrespective of political popu- 
larity, he urged on the Gov- 
ernment his appreciation of 
the Allies’ serious deficiency in 
the number of smafl craft need- 
ed because of the Soviet threat. 

He succeeded Sir Hemy 
Leach, with whom he had much 
in common, as First Sea Lord 
in 1985. No single or particu- 
lar event characterised his time 
in office, and the culmination 
of his naval career may thus 
seem less memorable than oth- 
ers. Bui he fought forcefully and 
fruitfully in defence of the 
Navy’s case for the resources it 
needed for its national and in- 
ternational tasks. 

He had more to do with the 
integration of the WRNS and 
the employment of women at 
sea than is generally realised. 
Partly because of a perceived 
manpower shortage but partly 
because of the notion of polit- 
ical correctness which was be- 
ginning to influence policies, the 
Navy had to gp further and 
faster than Staveley thought 
right. He envisaged women 
serving afloat in due course, but 
thought it wiser that they should 
first serve in, perhaps, the Roy- 


al Fleet Auxiliaries or the sur- 
veying ships, so that lessons 
might be studied before they 
embarked in other warships. 

He retired from the naval 
staff in 1989 in the rank of Ad- 
miral of the FleeL He was no 
less energetic or dedicated and 
did much good work on many 
fronts. He was prominent in the 
NHS and particularly success- 
ful as Orairman of the Ctoth am 
Dockyard Historical Trust 
where his role may m time be 
seen as equal in importance to 
that of Sturdee. in the preser- 
vation of HMS I 'ictory. But the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 
Trinity House, English Her- 
itage and the council of the Uni- 
versity of Kent at Canterbury, 
the Kent Lieutenancy, his local 
Hunt and the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Shipwrights all bene- 
fited from his energetic support, 
and his last years were as use- 
ful and as satisfying as those he 
had devoted to the Navy. 

In retrospect, it is sad that he 
was one of the less approach- 
able admirals and that asa more 
junior officer he did not relax 
enough to reveal more of the 
man and (ess of the officer. He 
never courted popularity and his 
chosen style did nor attract iL 
But he might have earned more, 
especially if he had been able to 
unbutton what sense of hu- 
mour he had. He was however 
a remarkably dedicated man 
who wilt be remembered with 
very great respect if. alas, with 
somewhat less affection. 

- A.B. Soinsbury 
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deaths 

FORREST: On 14 October, in Oxford, 
William George -Grieve Forrest, 
Emeritus Wykeham Professor or 
Anrient History, Emertfns Fbflowor 
Wadham and New College- Private 
cremation. Memorial party to be 
arranged. Memorial dooBtiods, a 
desired. to Sobell House Hospice. 
Churchill Hospital Oriard 0X3 7U. 
MORKQT: Kathleen (Reach), at Es- 
eter. on 12 October, aged 
after two 

son’s disease. D«pb 
children and fomifr. Esteemed by au 
who knew her. Funeral at St Samp; 
son's, cricHade, WiHstme, at L. 
o’ckici on Thursday 23 October. 

_ _ _ _ L. 1.. . itn . .rtCnnHIHA. 
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{ Forthcoming 
j marriages 

| Mr BS. Stocks 
j and Miss G. E. Standiab 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Stuait, son of Mr and Mts Bar- 
rie Stocks, offliJey.TVfest Yorkshire, 
and Jill, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Maurice Standish, of Linkthorpe, 
County Durham. 

Birthdays 

Mr Peter Bowles, actor, 61; Dr Ste- 
fan Buczadti, biologist, writer and 
broadcaster, 52; Mr Max Bygraves, 

sWer.75;MrPaulGaUagheT,trade- 
Sn leader, 53; Mr ftrnl Goggms 

MP, 44; Mr Gun ter Grass, mm, 
70; Dr Writer Grave, Honoraay Fd- 
low Ftarilliain College Cambridge, 
o&’u-Gen Sir Robert Hayman- 
joyce. Master General of th* Ord- 
nance, 57; Miss Angela Lansbuiy, 
actress, 72; Lord MacDonald of 
Gwaenysgor, former chief executive, 
ptessey, 82; Lord MacDshcse of 
Bench, fonder Governor of Hong 
K frHg. 8ft Mr Hugh MacMillan, for- 


mer chief constable. Northern Con- 
stabofctiy, 65; The Most Rev^ Thomas 
Morris, former Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Cashel and Emly, S3; 
Miss Emma Nicholson, former MR 
56; The Rev Dr John Itollaagbarne, 
FStow, Queens’ Coltegp, Cambridge, 
67; Mx Simon "Ward, actor, 57; Mr 
John Whirthsgdaie MR 38. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Oscar FfagaH OTlaheme 
Wills Wilde,playwright and.wriier,- 
1854; David Ben Gurion, Israeli 
statesman, 1886; Michael Colfins, 
Irish leade; 189ft Deaths Marie An- 
toinette (Josephe-Jeanne Marie- 
Antoinette), Queea of France, 
executed 1793; Moshe Dayan, Israeli 
general, 1981. On litis toy. the first 
detention centre was opened at 
Borstal, Kem, 1902; Harold Wilson 
became prime minister, 1964. Ibday 
fe the first day of the Feast of Ihber- 
nades, and the Hast Day of St Anas- 
tastus of Chmy, St Beicharius, St 
Bertrand of Cbmnunges, St Gall, St 
Gerard M^jella, St Hedwig St Lull, 
St Maigarat-Maiy, Saints Maithnan 
and Maxima and St Mommo turns. 
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LAW REPORT: 16 October 1997 


Jury can decide age of child in indecent photograph 


In a prosecution for 
possessing an Indecent 
photograph of a child with a 
view to distribution contrary 
to section I(IXc)ofthe 
Protection of Children Act 
1978, the judge did not need 
to direct the jury that they 
must find that the accused 
knew that the photograph 

depicted a person under 16; 
nor was It necessary, in the 
absence of direct evidence as 
to the dultfk age, for expert 
paediatric evidence to be 
adduced. 

Regina v land; Cart of Appeal 
(Crimnal Divtaon) (Lord Justice 
Judge, Mr Justice Poole and judge 
Rant) (0 October m?. 


The Court of Appeal dismissed 
Michael Land's appeal against 
his conviction on 32 Januaiy 
2997 at Lewes Crown Court of 
two counts of possessing inde- 
cent photographs of a child 
with a view to their being dis- 
tributed or shown contrary to 


section l(l)(c) of Ihe Protec- 
tion of CMdren Act 1978. He 
did not appeal against his con- 
viction of seven counts of hav- 
ing an obscene article for 
publication for gain. 

The appellant and bis part- 
ner ran a mail order business 
supplying obscene video tapes 
which depicted homosexual 
activity. Police raided his 
premises and found a large 
quantity of pornographic ma- 
terial together vrith video ma- 
chines and other equipment, 
James Wood (Registrar of Criminal 
Appeals) for the appellant; Peter 
Bfrish fCrown Prosecution Service) 
for the Crown. 

Lord Justice Judge said that 
the appeal concerned the 
appellant's conviction for pos- 
session of indecent pho- 
tographs of a child in two 
video cassettes, in which young 
adolescent males were depict- 
ed in varied and indecent forms 
of sexual activity. There was no 


direct evidence about the iden- 
tity of aity of the participants, 
nor of their ages. 

The first ground of appeal 
was that the judge should have 
directed the jury that it was not 
enough, to establish an of- 
fence under section 1(1 )(c) of 
the Protection of Children Act 
1978, for a defendant to know 
that be possessed a photo- 
graph that was indecent: he had 
to know that the photograph 
depicted a person under 16. 

The object of the 1978 Act 
was to protect children from 
exploitation and degradation. 
There was a statutory defence 
in section 1(4) which provided 
a framework protecting from 
conviction those whose pos- 
session of indecent pho- 
tographs of children was not 
prurient. The defence was lim- 
ited to persons who distributed 
or were either in possession of 
such material for a legitimate 
reason, or were ignorant of and 
had no reason to believe that 


they were in possession of or 
distributing indecent material 

The anxiety expressed tty 
counsel for the individual who 
did not know that (he materi- 
al depicted someone who was 
in fact a child was misplaced. 
A glance would quickly show 
whether the material was or 
might be depicting someone 
who was under 16 and if it was 
or might be then prosecution 
would be avoided by destroy- 
ing or having nothing farther 
to do with it 

The second ground of ap- 
peal was that in the absence of 
direct evidence of the age of the 
participants, expert paediatric 
evidence should have been 
called to enable the jury to be 
informed of the variations in 
the onset of puberty in differ- 
ent adolescent males, particu- 
larly with persons of different 
racial origins. 

Section 2(3) of the 1978 Act 
underlined that the question 
whether such a person was a 


child for the purposes of the Act 
was one of fact, based on in- 
ference, without need of formal 
proof. There was no basts for 
concluding that in (he absence 
of paediatric or other expert ev- 
idence the juiy was prevented 
from concluding that the inde- 
cent photograph depicted a 
boy or girl under the age of 16. 

The propose of expert evi- 
dence was to assist the court 
with information which was 
outride the normal experience 
and knowledge of the judge or 
jury. Perhaps the only certain- 
ty which applied to the prob- 
lem in the present case was that 
each individual reached pu- 
berty in his or her own time. 
The jury was as well placed as 
an expert to assess any argu- 
ment addressed to the question 
whether the prosecution bad 
established that the person 
depicted in the photograph 
was under 16. The appeal 
would be dismissed- 

- Kate O’Hnnlon, Barrister 


T 




/ ' { 






THE INDEPENDENT 

THURSDAY 

If. OCTOBER l qa 7 


20/LEADER & LETTERS 


The Lords do not need reform - they need abolition 
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The Lords are back. This week the business 
of the government of the country - tbe na- 
tion said by its prime minister in his 
Brighton peroration to be in such dire need 
of modernisation - is being in a 

chamber where Summery and feudal suc- 
cession rule the day. Through this winter, 
important measures intended to prepare 
Britain for the 2000s will be carried through 
in a gilded chamber made up, mostly, oFEwy 
has-beens and aristocratic holdovers whose 
principal recent contributions to public pol- 
icy have been to seek to delay the seques- 
tration of revolvers and tbe defence of 
fax-hunting. 

Let's have no nonsense about Bagehot 
and the dignified elements in the constitu- 
tion. The House of Lords is an indefensi- 
ble anachronism. Indeed, Bagehot himself 
once said that the best antidote to enthu- 
siasm for the Lords was to go and watch it 
at work. And a little water has passed un-. 
der Westminster Bridge since he said that 
Too much water. Abolition of an hereditary 


second chamber is today the unduckable tea 
of Labour's genuine commitment to chang- 
ing this country for the better. Tony Blair 
declared that David Lloyd George was one 
of his 20th century heroes. Let’s forget that 
the Welsh wizard ended up a shrunken ef- 
figy on the Lords’ benches and remember 
him in 1909 and 191 1 - a constitutional re- 
former of unparalleled energy, unafraid to 
pit people against the peers. 

Yesterday the Labour leader in the 
Lords (someone who, let's face it, never 
■ quite made it in tbe representative arena) 
was arguing for “streamlining'* the ancient 
ceremonies of entry to this august cham- 
ber. He had a revolutionary proposaL The 
time it takes a new peer to be introduced 
should be cuL Novitiates stand, decked out 
in finery to doff their caps to tbe Lord Chan- 
cellor three times. (Read that and then ask 
why it is John Wells the satirist who short- 
ly has a book coming out about the Lords.) 

The Lord Chancellor, you might think, has 
b^tertiiings to do than ^around on a wool- 


sack lairing foe pro forma greetings of peo~ 
pie in ermine -he has a department to nm. 

Cabinet committees to chair, a legal aid sys- 
tem to reform. Bui no, in modem Britain, 
Tudor ceremonial takes precedence over 
busness. 

It won't do to attempt to breathe a bit 
of new life into this constitutional corpse, 
as Labour has done with the creation of a 
few new (often female) peers. The House 
of Lords has to go and the sooner the Blair 

government bites that bullet, die sooner the 

shape of its first term of office will be set- 
tled and critical paths to its priorities for 
change identified (there ought, for exam- 
ple, to be a dear relationship between the 
limmg of electoral reform and replacement 
of Parliament's second chamber). 

None of tbe arguments for reform are new. 
Frpiafy nnneof them have lost their urgency 
or savour. It is not just that aristocracy is 


ertunenL It’s also that they are lesser beasts 
than before. If the House of Lords had a 


Pnrfpjg h or a Bacon, or a Salisbury or 
Maoniflan, at least we could applaud their 

style andstatecrafLUns bundi are veiy pate, 
rfmiri an d marginal by comparison. 

There are two positive arguments for re- 
form. One is representativeness. A ch am - 
berwith so few women, black people, people 

of the diversity that is modem Britain is un- 
acceptable. It would not do as a parish coun- 

dL let alone a governing assembly. If Mr 
Hague, who has beendnlty^haUyingrecttJtfy' 
on Lords reform, does not see that follows 
from his new age tolerance be is no logi- 
cian. Mr Blair, in turn, has to be persuad- 
ed that he cannot mandate such 
representativeness. It has to flow out of foe 
process of election and democratic choice 
(and, yes, he will recognise there a pro- 
gramme for reform of political parties as 
well). Tbe upper chamber has. in other 
words, to be an elected body. Labour’s de- 
sire to move in stages, first removing the 
rights of hereditary peers, then turning foe 

T nnk intfi an nnran rtf (Vmnrraru K (iY> 


slow. 


etting to me ^ A-mac- 

The Lonis, in short, cannot be de^ 
ratised but there are vetsionsof a ^secoiw 

chamber of ftriiameot that r^tw^^ 

Theseamdaigunstotforreita 

idea that all political authority **»(?*?■ 
side in a angle chamber, howeve 
elected. Other jurisdictions, as Averse “ 
Germany and foe US, show how a second j 
legislative chamber can include mto foej*> 
Utica! process areas, groups 
that might otherwise be excluded. The 
method of election and the exact role ot a 
second chamber are for absorbing debate. 
But what is to stop Labour dedaring its am. 

now, and deariy? Not Lords T^fonn but 

abolition. And then foe creation of a new 
second chamber, elected on a reformed vot- 
ing system but perhaps with longer tenure 
and specific, subordinate powers. It could 
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LETTERS 



Gays and the law 

Sir The Independent has always 
been well to the fore in advo- 
cating gay law reform. It is, 
therefore, a matter of some 
concern that you believe that in 
civilian life foe age of consent 
is “foe last serious piece of leg- 
islation that treats homosexu- 
ality as a lesser, shameful 
expression of human love” 
(Andrew Marr on the gay age 
of consent, 8 October). Noth- 
ing could be farther from foe 
truth. 

Section 28 of the Local 
Government Act 1988 should 
be repealed at the earliest op- 
portunity. The current Sexual 
Offences Acts are riddled with 
anti-gay provisions. 

It is not just the criminal law 
which needs reform. Uoder 
employment legislation there is 
nothing illegal about rejecting 
a jab applicant on the grounds 
of sexuality. Unfair treatment of 
lesbians and gay men once in 
employment is not itself illegal. 
There is an urgent need for a 
Sexual Orientation Discrimi- 
nation Act which will amend 
both the Sex Discrimination Act 
and the Equal Pay AcL 

And in the long run - prob- 
ably ten years at least - there 
is foe whole debate on gay mar- 
riages and domestic partner- 
ships. 

It was Lord Lester of Heme 
Hill who said last May, “The 
way in which a society treats un- 
popular minorities is a litmus 
test of the extent of its civilisa- 
tion" We have still some way 
to go before the UK can claim 
to have passed that test. 
MARTIN BOWLEY QC 
President, the Bar Lesbian and 
Gay Group 
London WCl 

Sir: The decision of the Gov- 
ernment to oppose at foe Eu- 
ropean Court the application of 
former servicemen for redress 
following dismissal from tbe 
armed forces on account of ho- 
mosexuality is to be much re- 
gretted (report, 13 October). To 
deny citizens of this country the 
opportunity to defend it with 
their lives if necessary is a mat- 
ter for shame. All the service- 
men concerned had excellent 
records and in times of short- 
fall in recruiting it is absurd to 
lose people of this quality. 

I served in the late Sixties in 
the RAF 3nd narrow-minded 
people who bring up the “shar- 
ing the showers” argument are 


talking claptrap. There were 
many men who were gay and 
many who were straight and it 
made not foe slightest differ- 
ence when it came to doing the 
job- and foe job in South Ara- 
bia in 1966/7 was awful 
GRAHAM YOUNG 
Newbury, Berkshire 

Sir On 11 October you re- 
ported that some Manchester 
gay clubs now have a door pol- 
icy to turn away heterosexuals. 
I took this to mean that, like 
most other dubs, they simply re- 
ject those they don’t like, or who 
are not known to the door 
staff. 

Now you tell us (14 October) 
that one of the advantages of 
being a woman is that you can 
hate football and not be called 
“homosexual". 

Please stop the stereotyping. 
As a gay man with a beard who 
does not like lager or discos - 
thereby ensuring my non-ad- 
mittance to several Manches- 


ter clubs for either or both sex- 
es I am sure - 1 am also a life- 
long supporter of Tbttenham 
Hotspur. I must say that of all 
these things it is the last which 
causes me foe most angst 
KEITH FLETT 
London N17 

Battle of Heathrow 

Sir: Polly Toynbee’s article 
( 13fo October) on foe planning 
inquiry for Terminal 5 at 
Heathrow makes much of the 
environmental impact and foe 
role of tourists but ignores 
business travellers. 

I run a small consulting 
company designing theatre 
buildings. With a team of 35 
people, we work internationally 
-43 countries in foe last twen- 
ty years. We and our clients 
need good, frequent and reli- 
able airline connections. We arc 
not a wealthy mega-corporation 
with deep pockets. 

Ms Toynbee argues that air 


travel could be rationed, with 
the rich who wish to travel fre- 
quently buying more rations 
from foe poor. That system is 
ludicrous in a business oonlexL 
Business travellers arc al- 
ready penalised by high fares and 
ever-increasing taxes on travel. 
I personally travel over 300,000 
miles per annum on business, a 
figure I long to reduce. Perhaps 
the more rapid introduction of 
video conferencing could re- 
duce airline travel? 

DAVID T STAPLES 
London NS 

Sir. 1 have just had the misfor- 
tune to travel out and back into 
foe country via Heathrow (let- 
ters, 15 October). What a des- 
perate place! The traffic is 
colossal and foe amount of 
time taken finding foe long- 
term car park, waiting for a 
courtesy bus. being driven from 
one terminal to another is in- 
ordinate. On reluming one has 
to suffer even more delay with 


late landings after stacking 
over South-east England. 

How is the construction of 
another terminal going to im- 
prove matters? Better by tor to 
develop some of our regional 
airports. Birmingham is a plea- 
sure to go through. The facili- 
ties are not over-stretched and 
the staff are far less frayed. 

How does one gel the plan- 
ners to drop their blinkers? Life 
does exist outside the South- 
east comer. 

GEOFF WARREN 
Bodeniiam, Herefordshire 

Forget the pound 

Sir, Peter Johnson (letter, 14 
October) need have no concern 
over whether a common cur- 
rency could work in an area 
with large disparities of in- 
come. low mobility of the 
labour force and few arrange- 
ments for redistributing wealth, 
from foe more to the less pros- 
perous areas through a feder- 


al tax and benefit system. Ster- 
ling has functioned as a com- 
mon currency for many years in 
such an area - the UK. 

During the past fifty years 
the pound sterling has falten 
from $4 to $1.60 and in the last 
thirty or so it has fallen from 12 
to 2.8 against the German 
mark. Most of us would be de- 
lighted to be rid of it and have 
it replaced by a stable unit of 
European currency. It is very 
unlikely that any replacement 
currency would perform in the 
long term worse than the 
pound has done already. 
DAVID J HUTCHINSON 
Petersfield, Hampshire 

Sin Chrysler has said it may 
withdraw from the UK if we do 
not join the single currency (re- 
port, 15 October). If we join will 
they undertake to sell at a 
“Euro" price, foe same as that 
in other countries? 
JONATHAN YOUENS 
OiislehursL Kent 


Accent syndrome 

Sin Foreign accent syndrome 
(Seen and Heard, 13 October) 
is one of the most puzzling com- 
munication disorders which may 
follow a stroke. You say there arc 
only 12 documented cases; there 
are many more. Our helpline has 
received several inquiries. 

The disorder is not a true 
“foreign accent" but results 
from changes to intonation and 
vowel quality. It is never iden- 
tical with tbe accent concerned, 
but mimics features of it. 

. Foreign accent syndrome 
may be one of the milder dis- 
orders of communication which 
can result from damage to the 
cerebral cortex. At the other 
end of the spectrum is total loss 
of language (aphasia) in which 
foe person is unable to under- 
stand language, speak, read, 
write or gesture. • 
CHARLOTTE PAINTER 
Action for Dysphasic Adults 
London SE1 



Chocs away! 
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Sir As a British citizen living 
in America (and as a devoted 
chocaholic), I was intrigued to 
read (report, II October) about 
criticism from MEPs of British 
chocolate. Having been in Eng- 
land on holiday, I hove just 
filled my suitcase with choco- 
lates to take back to foe States, 
for myself and my .American 
friends who have requested 
favourites such as Cadbury's 
Fruit and Nut Yoririe raisin and 


biscuit and Maitesers. 

Matty American ~ friends 
agree that British chocolate is far^ 
superior to American chocolate - 
such as Hersheys or Reeses, 
which is too sweet and is coated 


with a waxy substance to prevent 
melting, and tor better than 
most European chocolate, es- 
peciafly Swiss ot German, which 
is too sickly and sweet. One 
American friend pinpointed foe 
very thing which foe MERs are 
criticising: the high milk content 
of British chocolate, which gives 
it a wonderful velvety texture 
VICTORIA HRENCECIN 
Chicago 


High and drive t 

Sin Jackie Flaherty (letter. 13 
October) asks whether cannabis 
impairs the ability to drive. Re- 
ports from foe USA and foe 
Netherlands suggest there is lit- 
tle to worry about A report by 
the Washington Department of 
Motor Vehicles has stated: “Sim- 
ulated driving scores for subjects 
experiencing a normal social 
‘high’ and the same subjects 
under control conditions are 
not significantly different How- 
ever, there are significantly more 
errors for alcohol-intoxicated 
than for control subjects." j 
ALUN BUFFRY * 

Norwich 


No help for it 

Sin l agree with Tho mas Sut- 
cliffe (“Burning in cyber hell”, 
13 October) that consulting 
“Help" in any computer pro- 
gramme is usually no help at alL 
When I want to know how 
to get my computer to do 
something (or more often, stop 
doing something) J consult my 
10-ycar-old son. He nearly al- 
ways knows. Mind you, this is 
usually because what I want the 
computer to stop doing is 
something he has made it do is 
HENRY W1CKENS I 

Luxembourg 


Ever been chewed by the wildlife? You have? Then I’m afraid I’ve got some bad news 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Yesterday I listed some of the ways in which 
we can usefully distinguish first-, second- 
arid third-rate nations, and sat back, wait- 
ing for my erudite readership to supply me 
with enough further examples to form 
today’s article. Not a single soul has vol- 
unteered to help. I realise, belatedly, that 
this is because their letters will not have 
reached me yet, so I will for tbe moment 
have to go on with foe good work myself 

Here we go! 

A first-class nation issues small, dingy 
postage stamps. 

A second-class nation issues colourful 
postage stamps depicting scenes from its 
own history. 

A third-class nation issues flamboyant 
postage stamps depicting scenes from 
other people’s history. 

A first-dass nation enters foe Eurovision 
Song Contest fearfully, knowing that it 
might win. 

A second-class nation enters the Euro- 


vision Song Contest fearfully, knowing that 
it might win yet again for the fourth year 
in a row. 

A third -d ass nation enters the Eurovi- 
sion Song Contest joyfully, knowing that, 
although it w31 not win, at least its judges 
(who are more glamorous than its singers) 
will be seen to vote. 

A first-class nation produces coins which 
are heavy enough to toss without being 
blown away. 

A second-class nation produces coins 
whose chief value is to be taken away tty 
tourists to operate public telephones and 
coffee dispensers in their own countries. 

A foird-class nation produces coins 
which are so low in value that they are 
rejected by shopkeepers even in the coun- 
try of origin. 

A first-class nation has a national anthem 
which sounds like a hymn. 

A second-class nation has a national 
anthem which sounds like a march. 


A third-class nation has a national 
anthem which sounds like a folk dance. 

A first-class nation has always con- 
trived to eliminate all its most interesting 
wildlife some hundred years previously. 

A second-class nation has tried but 
failed to eliminate its wildlife, and is now 
turning it into a tourist attraction. 

People in a third-class nation are from 
lime to time eaten by their wildlife, and are 
very surprised when zoologists come along 
and stop them taking retaliatory measures. 

A first-class nation does not fear the pos- 
sibility of a military take-over. 

A second-class nation has had military 
take-overs in foe past, but does not believe 
they will ever happen again. 

A third-class nation does not fear the 
possibility of a civilian take-over. 

In a first-class nation a state of thinness 
is known as anorexia. 

In a second-class nation a state of thin- 
ness is known as chic. 




\ - 


In a third-class nation a state of thinness 
is known as malnutrition. 

All first-class nations claim to have 
invented television, the telephone, sub- 
marines. the photograph, etc. 

All second-class nations claim to have 
a perfectly adequate television, telephone 
service, etc. operating for at least 12 hours 
a day. 

The communications systems of aU 
third-class nations operate on gossip and 
rumour. 

When a traffic light turns red and stays 
red in a first-class nation, motorists will wait 
for it to turn green for at least 10 minutes, 
before realising it may have broken down 
and then very cautiously edge forward to 
see if anything is coming, and then even 
more cautiously cross against the lights. 

When a traffic light turns red in a sec- 
ond-class nation, motorists will normally 
slow down out of respect and then cross 
without stopping. 
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new beginning is the way 
cure a false start 
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CHILD SUPPORT 
AGENCY 


Stour's worst inheritance was the strick- 
en Child Support Agency. Now. uying aga j„ 
to make this misbegotten beast work, the 
CSA is undeigoing another upheaval. This 
»s the last chance to kick-sun this hunk of 
bureaucratic wreckage into life. A funda- 
mental review is in progress - a chance to 
write off the agency’s disastrous past and start 
all over again. 

That means the CSA will almost certainly 
write off a large number of the backlog of 
cases that still hang round its neck, dragging 
down its statistics. New cases may be doing 
better, but while the old ones lie in yellow- 
ing stacks, the agency will always be count- 
ed a disaster. Politically, Labour could write 
off Tbry mistakes from the agency’s bungled 
launch. The National Audit Office was so out- 
raged by the CSAs figures this year that they 
refused to accept its accounts, complaining 
that eight in ten cases contained mistakes, 
mainly due to the old cases. 

News of an amnesty will no doubt 
strengthen the determination of all those 
non-paying absent fathers to sit tight. The 
lathers’ Internet web site will buzz with yet 
more advice on ways to avoid paying. Glo- 
rying in their mass rebellion, the fathers know 
that any bureaucracy collapses if enough peo- 
ple refuse to comply. 

It wall be a bitter day if the CSA does again 
have to write off thousands more cases, let- 
ting so many shameless fathers off the 
hook. But any non-paying men who read this 
should know that the agency will only aban- 
don old cases where the mother herself has 
refused to co-operate. Where mothers want 
the agency to chase fathers for maintenance, 
the CSA will plod on. 

How has it reached such a state? Only 31 
per cent of fathers who have been assessed 
actually pay the full amount, Another third 
pay absolutely nothing at alL while the rest 
have paid something but not the fall amount 
Getting money out of fathers is harder than 
extracting an apology from the Tbiy minis- 
ters who ignored all advice when they set the 
CSA up. 

But what now really alarms ministers is 
the increasing number of women who are re- 
fusing to co-operate. Over half of all moth- 
ers are refusing to fiO out forms, or otherwise 
using loopholes in the system saying they fear 
violence, or a more loosely defined “harm" 
if they proceed with a claim for maintenance. 
The whole thing was set up to help women, 
yet now they too are turning their back on 
iL If even the mothers won’t help, then the 
agency really will be brought to its knees. 
That’s why Labour bas just this one chance 
to change public opinion, to get the moth- 
ers onto their side and finally force fathers 
to pay. . . 

Winning back the women is the name or 


the game, but it will be hard work. As it is, 
mothers on benefit think the CSA is all has- 

e and no extra money. Those mothers who 
do already get something sometimes from 
tne fathers, however little, rightly reckon 
they re probably beiier off with what they've 
got. If they antagonise such a father by sel- 
ling the CSA on him, he will stop what he 
gives now and the CSA will probably fail to 
get anything else out of him instead. 

That is an entirely rational calculation, one 
that the fathers' movement has been vigor- 
ously encouraging, telling men to give a bit 
under the counter illegally to their cx-pan- 
ners on social security, so women fear losing 
that little something if they ever declare it to 
the CSA. The men coerce ihcir cx- partners, 
and the women collude because they rightly 
doubt that the CSA wiU do any better. 

The CSA review is likely to recommend 
that women should be offered an incentive 
lo co-operate. At the moment mothers on 
benefit are not allowed to keep n penny of 
any maintenance paid to them. Women are 
expected to go through all the aggro of chas- 
ing up the father, filling out the forms, suf- 
fering his fujy and re-opening old rows 
without gaining anything for themsehrus and 
their children. The Treasury frowns on the 
idea, calling it a bribe for complying with the 
law. But they’ll never win over the mothers 
without that bribe, so they’d better pay up. 

There arc other ways the CSA can prove 
itself a friend to mothers. For those in work 
on Family Credit, the CSA could take away 
the risk that a mother’s maintenance might 
just stop, by paying it themselves and then 
recouping it from the father. 

The agency hopes to win back women by 
explaining the system to them better, with 
personal advisers visiting mothers in their 
own homes. The success of the New Deal 
pilot schemes for single mothers suggests that 
lone mothers know very little about how the 
benefit system works. Once a personal ad- 
viser explains to them how much difference 
maintenance can make to their future income 
if they ever want a job, many more may co- 
operate eagerly- so long as these visitors feel 
like a friend not a menacing threat. The fam- 
ily credit system is fiendishly incomprehen- 
sible Housing benefit and then the CSA 
forms are yet two more layers of bureaucracy 
from different offices, so having a personal 
adviser may at last give the CSA the human 
face it has always lacked. UntQ now women 
have complained that access to the CSA has 
been via anonymous help lines, long delays, 
and people die other end who don’t ever have 
the right answer. 

First, though, the CSA has to persuade 
women that they really will collect the mon- 
ey. They need headlines showing how well 
they are doing -and the only way they can 
do that is by shedding the dead weight of 
dead duck cases this Government has in- 
herited. 

This is the last chance to save the CSA 
and it may not work. The new reorganisa- 
tion is to move its headquarters near to the 
Benefits Agency from whence it first 
emerged. As welfare-to-work merges ben- 
efits, employment and maintenance claims 
under one personal adviser, then we may bear 
less of the CSA as a distinct entity. 

Most people agree that fathers should pay 
for their children and the tax-payer should 
not be left to pick up the bfll. Had the Tbries 
heeded advice and introduced (he CSA slow- 
ly, it would have worked with great popular 
support This isone last chance to rescue its 
battered reputation - but now it must per- 
suade mothers that it really can work, as an 
ally, not an enemy. 
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Our new MPs: young, but more 
interested in trivia than rebellion 


Sometimes the reforming spir- 
it breaks out in the unlikcliest 
of quarters. Yesterday Lord 
Richard, leader of the House 
of Lords, confirmed that he was 
planning to modernise the Tu- 
dor ceremony through which 
new members are introduced to 
his chamber. The antiquated 
1 1-minute ritual in which peers 
lake their places then stand, 
doff their caps to the Lord 
Chancellor, and sit three times 
is to be speeded up in order to 
cope with a spate of ennoble- 
ments, he said. 

This move is pure pragma- 
dan, of course. “1 think I am en- 
titled to some celerity in the way 
my troops get in. It’s not un- 
reasonable," Lord Richard said 
yesterday. • 

But elsewhere in the Palace 
of Westminster, the story is 
quite different. Just. three 
months after the wind of 
change began blowing through 
the House of Commons, the 
door has slammed shut and the 
dust is beginning to settle once 
more. 

As Mfc pack their trunks and 
prepare to return for their Au- 
turnn term, a survey has revealed 
' that the new guard elected in 
May are barely more keen on 
modernising the place than their 
predecessors. In the heady days 
after the election, it really 
seemed that renewal was on the 
cards. With 250 new members 
out of a total of 660, everyone 
was sure that the stuffy, Victo- 
rian procedures of Parliament 
would be swept away. 

Above all. there would be 
outright rebellion against the 
gang warfare which is British 
politics. Nowin the presence of 
normally-functioning adults, 
the schoolboy humorists would 
be too embarrassed to contin- 
ue the catcalls and whoops 


that too often pass for Com- 
mons debate, and would desist. 

Change will not come so eas- 
ily. This week the parliamentary 
House Magazine primed the re- 
sults of a survey conducted 
among 192 of the 253 new 
members. There was no short- 
age of complaints about Par- 
liament and its ways, but the 
picture that emerged did not 
suggest the existence of a great, 
radical, reforming movement 

Almost half the new MPs 
disliked some aspect of the 
procedures of the Commons, 
but only three bad a problem 
with the adversarial nature of 
the debates.' Far more were 
worried about the size of their 
offices. 

Just one in 10 complained 
about the “museum-like at- 
mosphere" of the Commons - 
slightly less, than the number 
who listed the historical feel of 
the place as a plus point. More 
MPs were worried about the lack 
of space, though, and one in sev- 
en felt the need to point out that 
there was too much paperwork. 

The “incomprehensible” or- 
der paper, the amount of time 
spent hanging around waiting 
for late-night votes and even 
one MP’s need for “an office 
with a window, please" featured 
in the replies.' On the plus side, 
there was the excellent library, 
helpful staff and good food. 
(This last, presumably, was 
from the 15 per cent who 
worked as teacheis or lecturers 
and therefore became used to 
school dinners.) 

Calls for a new style of pol- 
itics did not ring out Nor did 
the need for MFs to hold the 
Government to account or to 
act independently. No-one ex- 
pects newly-elected Labour 
MPs to feel it is time yet to haul 
their own masters over the 


coals for their mistakes, but it 
is striking that almost two thirds 
of them put “advancing the par- 
ty cause" on their lists of their 
three most important roles. 
One even admitted that getting 
promoted to the front bench 
was his chief aim in life. 
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Loyalty and compliance are 
the order of the day, and both 
those who put “being Inde- 
pendent minded" at the top of 
their lists were Conservatives. 

Austin Mitchell, Labour MP 
for Great Grimsby for the past 
20 years, carried out the survey 
with Professor Philip Norton 
from the University of HulL He 
said the new intake seemed to 
see themselves as party people 

rather than as P artiamff n iariarre. 

Diligent and committed they 
may be, but radical they are not. 
“I turn away both depressed 
and admiring." he said. “I had 
high hopes that there was 
bound to be a tide of change be- 
cause people would come in 
and want to improve things. Ev- 
idently, not. 1 think it’s the facts 
of political life. They have been 


The participants, at least, were enjoying themselves 


nded to 
last 
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A recently liberated Edwina 
Currie arrived at the Chel- 
tenham Festival gagging for it. 
There was nothing in the hotel 
that would suffice, she told an 
intrigued John Walsh, this 

year’s festival director. 

Ever accommodating, the 
hotel management sheepishly 
suggested room service and a 


to fulfil the great one’s needs 
- a double cheeseburger and 
large fries, hurriedly bought 
from the High Street 

Suitably satisfied, she glee- 
fully set off to lecture the good 
ladies and gentleman of Chel- 
tenham on the. excitement of 
her life thus far. She showed 
them a couple of recent pur- 


chases, one a newly printed T- 
shirt proclaiming: “I’m the best 
there is, but I’m not available." 

A revelation that caused a 
huge sigh of relief from the sin- 
gle men in the audience who 
feared it may have been a Kiss 
Me Quick Hat. 

A piece of promotional attire 
that the broadcaster Sarah 
Kennedy was unlikely to need 
for a while. Fbr Sarah, here to 
spread the word about her first 
novel, has nabbed a toy-boy. 
“It’s wonderful,’' she boasted 
“Even though I’m nearly 140, 

he's only 31 and quite urdike the 

other men I have known who 
are all in their forties. He's so . 
sensitive and caring. I highly 
recommend it.” The Chel- 
tenham ladies discretely made 
notes. 

If Ms Currie hadanived earli- 
er her ex-school teacher sensi- 
bility could have come in 
extremely handy for the job of 
sunder for the slightly more 
colourful members of the Irish 
poets Society- As it was, that job 
was foisted on to John Wyse 
Jackson, an Irish writer here to . 
publicise his much respected 
book on James Joyce ’s father. 

With Aiden Higgins in one 
band and Dennot Healey in the 

other, he valiantly trolled them 
around Cheltenham's finest 
bars and public houses. A sad 
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business. None of them were 
quite authentic enough. Fruit 
machines, unforgivable. Loud 
music, see fruit machines. 
Guinness at not quite the right 
temperature; and a severe lack 
of Cheltenham young ladies on 
to whom they could pour tbeir 
poetic attentions was the final 
straw. Desperate. John tenta- 
tively suggested they join the 
-more sedate members of the 
literary establishment at a 


delightful wine and nibbles 
party being thrown at one of the 
‘ most civilised residencies in 
Che town. 

They were finally persuad- 
ed when John murmured that 
this house had often played host 
to none-otber than the Nobel 
Prize winner, Seamus Heaney. 

“Yer man," they both 
chimed and off they set. 

In a library stacked with the 
works of the great and the 


good, the lyrical duo settled in 
for the night. Aiden, ever the 
. aesthete, nested comfortably 
into the chair that Seamus 
used to Sit in while Dennot 
went off in search of larger prey 
- the young daughter of the 
hostess. 

He was last seen manoeu- 
vring her out on to the patio and 
inquiring: “Where’s the looking 
Guinness?" A daiion call he was 
to repeat each time the South 
African red moved his way. 

The following day rain and 
had light fell on the Glouces- 
tershire town heralding the ar- 
rival of the nation's favourite 
umpire, Harold Dickie Bird. He 
was joined by the accomplished 
painter and England wicket 
keeper Jack Russell - who, as 
one Festival-goer confided in 
me, is rumoured to be planning 
to have his hands amputated 
when he dies and donated to 
the Lords museum. 

Dickie confessed that he 
was on a bit of a sticky wicket 
with fellow Yorksbireman 
Geoffrey Boycott In his recent 
autobiography, the purpose of 
his trip down south, Dickie 
names what he considers to be 
his dream 11. And our Geoff 
isn't on it The world’s most fa- 
mous finger told us that he has 
received a message saying, “I 
want a word with you Dickie 
Bird I'm not happy." 


But Geoff will be pleased to 
know that -although be wasn't 
on the dream team, if his life 
depended on it and he had to 
select a batsman to save him 
from being shoved off his mor- 
tal coil, Dickie would have no 
hesitation in selecting Geoff. 
Wbo, Dickie added, would be 
at home right now, counting his 
money and watching videos of 
himself. 

By the time that news had 
reached Cheltenham of Anind- 
hati Roy’s Booker win die was 
probably at home doing exact- 
ly the same thing, having left the 
Festival that morning. Her fel- 
low contemporary Indian writ- 
ers meanwhile were out in the 
Festival bar celebrating hers 
and their own personal 
victories. Some, more than 
others. 

The writer of Looking 
Through The Glass, Mukul Ke- 
savan, looked into the bookies 
and pocketed £150 while Ur- 
vssbi ButaJia, the Carman CalliJ 
of India, who bad earlier de- 
fended her views on the 
debacle of Partition and the ex- 
tremities of the Empire in a de- 
bate entitled End Of Empire, 
was ecstatic. Projecting into 
the room like a woman who had 
just pocketed the bonus ball, 
she threw her fist in the air and 
announced “The Empire 
Strikes Back." 


very well organised for cam- 
paigning purposes and they 
haven't really been introduced 
to Parliament yet." 

Talk to any new MP on this 
subject and you are almost cer- 
tain to receive a barrage of ideas 
on bow Parliament could be im- 
proved. The problem is, most 
□f them are too busy to do 
much about it. 

Jane Griffiths, Labour 
member for Reading East, is 
typical. There was no point in 
jumping in with both feet to de- 
mand change during those first 
weeks after the election, she 
said. But her first impression of 
“some sort of Victorian music 
hall", had persisted. She wor- 
ries that some of her colleagues 
will become institutionalised 
and win stop worrying about 
change once they have learned 
to use the House's labyrinthine 
procedures. 

It is time the place was 
opened up, she added. Just this 
week she brought in a party of 
10 elderly constituents, two of 
them in wheelchairs, only to 
find the rules prevented her 
from taking more than three at 
once into the tea room, even in 
the quiet of the recess. 

Jenny Tonge, Liberal De- 
mocrat member for Richmond 
Park, has nicknamed the 
House, with its gothic archi- 
tecture and gloomy ofl paint- 
ings, “Dracula’s Castle." 

She told a story she heard 
about the top hat that members 


must w ear if they want to make 
a point of order. A few years 
ago, apparently, there were 
complaints that this procedure 
was ridiculous and antiquated, 
and that it caused several min- 
utes' delay in the chamber 
while the hat was fetched from 
hs place at one end of the room. 
So a Commons committee had 
a think, and came up with a so- 
lution. They bought an extra hat 
for the other end of the room. 

Tea rooms? Ofl paintings? 
Hats? Austin Mitchell's survey 
was clearly right. Asked what 
they want lo change about the 
House, the new VO’S will come 
up with a raft of trivia. 

The truth is that all these 
small irritations go together to 
make up a whole that is cum- 
brous, needlessly confronta- 
tional and laughably remote 
from real life in the 20th Cen- 
tury. Hie really remarkable thing 
about the place is that anything 
is ever achieved there at all. 

There is a tide of change in 
the Commons, but it is not flow- 
ing strongly enough to sweep 
the establishment along be- 
fore It Not surprisingly, the new 
members are getting on with 
their jobs. They do want to work 
in a proper, modern Parliament 
but they also want to help their 
constituents and to hold on to 
their seats for a second term. 
If anything is really going to 
change, it looks as if the old 
guard are going to have to do 
it themselves. 
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The EMU factor: Toyota rules out second 
UK car plant as Vauxhall says sites are safe 


GTE on brink 
of launching 

bid for MGI 


Toyota has ruled out building its 
second European car plant in 
Britain, partly because the pound 
is unlikely to be in the first wave 
of monetary union. But Vauxhall 
denied it would shift production 
abroad if the UK failed to enter a 
single currency. Michael Harrison 
assesses the mood In industry 
towards EMU. 


The Japanese car giant, Tbyota, has aban- 
doned the option of building another as- 
sembly line at its Bumaston plant in 

Derbyshire to manufacture a third model 
An announcement on where the £600m in- 
vestment will be located is'due to be made 
in the new year with Fiance now the dear 
frontrunner. 

The decision to locate the plant on the 
Continent is based partly on the near cer- 
tainty that Britain will not be in the first 
wave of EMU. But it is also linked to Toy- 
ota’s production schedules. The new model, 
a small Starlet-sized car, is due to go cm 
in two years and its biggest markets will be 
France and Italy. 

A Toyota executive said: “It is very un- 
likely to be Bumaston. The car in question 
has to be on sale in 1999 and manufactur- 
ing it in Britain would not help our Euro- 
pean supply strategy. But inevitably EMU 
is one of the other factors.” 

Toyota is among a number of large in- 
ward investors to have warned that in- 
vestment decisions could be affected if 
Britain stays outside the ‘euro-zone”. 
BMW, wtnch now owns Rover, has said that 
exports and component orders worth bil- 
lions of pounds will be hit if EMU goes 
ahead without Britain. 

Siemens of Germany, which has invest- 
ed more than £lbn in a semiconductor plant 
in the North-east, is preparing to tell com- 
ponent suppliers they will have to bill it and 
be paid in euros. The company is one of the 

mOStVOCal SUppOlt e rS of monetary muon and 
its chief executive, Jurgen Gehrels. is on 
record as saying it might have made a dif- 
ferent investment derision had it known 
Britain would be so cautious towards EMU. 

Nick Reilly, VhuxhalFs chairman, said 
yesterday that joining EMU would provide 



British Telecom* reraaming hopes 
of completing its merger with; 

MCI, the US long-distance grant, - * 
looked to have evaporated fast-. ^ 
night when a second rival bidder, 
GTE, apparently threw its hat Rrto \ 
the bidding ring. Chris Godsmork, j 
Business Correspondent, 
examines the latest blow to BTfc .. • 
international ambitions. 



Ties to Britan A Vauxhafl re pre s en tative at the Motor Show at Earis Court. London yesterday Vauxhafl has denied threatening to shut UK plants Photograph: Rui Xavier 


assurance to its parent company, General 
Motors, that Britain would pursue sound 
economic policies. 

But he refuted reports, based on com- 
ments by GM’s chief economist, Mustafa 
Mohatarem, that it would shut its Ellesmere 
Port and Luton car plants and shift pro- 
duction to die Continent if the Government 
failed to enter the single currency. 

In a radio interview with the BBC's 
Financial World Tonight, Mr Mohatarem 
said: “A lot of manufacturing jobs that are 
tied to sales in Europe are tied to Britain 


joining EMU.” Asked if Vauxhall would 
produce vehicles elsewhere in Europe if 
Britain failed to enter be said: “For the Eu- 
ropean market, yes, given the choice.” 

Yesterday Vauxhall and GM were furi- 
ously back-pedalling. Mr Reilly said: “A 
statement by a GM representative which 
indicated conceptual support for the UK 
entering into the EMU was misinterpret- 
ed to imply that GM would withdraw from 
the UK if the UK did not go into EMU." 

On the contrary, he said GM had been 
a significant investor here since 1925 and 


had just completed a £3 00m investment in 
the new Astra at its Ellesmere Port plant 
on Merseyside. That is evidence that GM 
intends to remain a significant producer in 
the years to come,” he said. 

There is no doubt, however, that the vast 
majority of big businesses favour early en- 
try into a single currency and are building 
up pressure on the Government to make 
such a co mmitm ent encouraged by signs 
that the Cabinet is shifting to a pro-EMU 
position. After a four-month consultation 
with members, the Confederation of British 


Industry announced in July that it supported 
EMU membership when the conditions 
were right. Last month, the CBFs director 
general, Adair Turner, reinforced this, 
saying that it would favour a clear statement 
from the Government in favour of the prin- 
ciple of joining EMU. 

The Government is expected to set out 
its position on EMU by the end of the year 
but has always said a decision on whether 
to enter and when would be based on the 
eoonomic merits, not political considerations. 

Outlook, page 23 


A bidding war was fast developing for MCT 
last night as GTE, one of the largest 
phone companies in the US, looked set to 
launch a $27bn (£17bn) all-cash offer for 
the company. MCI shares were suspend- 
ed as traders waited for GTE to confirm 
or deny that it was about to strike with a ' . 
new bid, priced below the surprise $30bn 
offer launched this month by WoridCOm. 
GTE’s shares were also suspen ded. 

Though the precise scale of Gits po- 
tential offer was unclear, it was expected 
to value MCI shares at up to $38, below 
. the $41 JO price of WorldCom’s approach, fii 
The fact that GTE was apparently prepared 
to pay MCI shareholders entirety in cash 
would almost certainly scupper the bids fay 
BT and WorldCom. 

WorldCom was offering to pay MCI 
shareholders entirely in shares, while BT*s 
revised offer was a mixture of cash and 
shares. MCFs board has been considering 
WoridCom’s approach, but was expected 
to take several more days before deciding 
whether to recommend it to shareholders. 

BT executives declined to comment. 
“We’ve heard the rumours but until such 
time as GTE launch a formal bid we can’t 
say anything,” §aid a spokesman. 

Jim Ross, a telecommunications analyst 
with stockbrokers Hoare Govett, said: 
“This certainty makes things much more ~ 
complex for BT because they’ve told their* ' 
shareholders MCI is worth much less than 
this." 

However there was speculation last 
night that a bid by GTE, based in Stamford, 
Connecticut, could work to BT*s advantage. 
GTE is almost four times the . size of 
WorldCom in terms of its sales and ana- 
lysts suggested it could make a fetter TiS 
partner for BT. 
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WH Smith board considers revised 
proposals from Waterstone 


Hambros investors expect 
break-up announcement 
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INTEREST RATES 


The WH Smith board 
met yesterday to discuss 
the revised restructuring 
proposals of Tim 
Waterstone, the 
bookselling 

entrepreneur. The new 
terms involve lower debt 
levels and reduced 
bankers’ fees, while the 
existing chief executive 
would remain in place. 
Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports. 
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MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


The details of Mr Waterstone's 
revised proposals were issued by 
WH Smith yesterday after it was 
forced to make a statement by 
the Takeover Panel which now 
deems the struggling retailer to 
be in a takeover situation. 

However, the terms includ- 
ed a danse which stated that the 
proposals would proceed only 
if recommended by the WH 
Smith board. This leaves the 
door open to the Whterstone 
team to launch a bid for the 


group if the Smith board derides 
to snub Mr Waterstone a sec- 
ond time. 

Nick Bubb, an analyst with 
Sockrte G£n£rale Strauss TUra- 
bull, said: “It is a better set of 
proposals but it stOllooks a long 
shot that it will get the board's 
backing. But Waterstone may 
well go over their heads to the 
shareholders.” 

Mr Bubb said it was possi- 
ble that a hostile bid could 
prove successful 

WH Smith executives will 
meet some of its institutional 
shareholders today and tomor- 
row amid growing feelings that 
the Waterstone proposals 
should be put to all share- 
holders. Some believe that it 
would be arrogant of the board 
to reject the proposals ahead of 
the group’s annual meeting 
next Wednesday. 

The terms of the Water- 
stone proposals were put to 
Jeremy Hardie, the WH Smith 
chairman, and Richard Han- 
dover, its chief executive, yes- 
terday afternoon by Mr 
Waterstone and Ian Martin, 
the Unigate chair man. 


Under the revised deal, WH 
Smith shareholders would re- 
ceive a payout of 150p-200p per 
share rather than the 200p orig- 
inally proposed. 

This would reduce the gear- 
ing of the new leveraged Smith's 
from over 80 per cent under the 
original terms, to around 60 per 
cent. 

A further payment may be 
made to shareholders following 
the possible sale of some parts 
of the business. These could in- 
clude the Virgin Our Price 
music chain and the US busi- 
ness. It would report on these 
disposals by the end of March. 

Another key difference in 
the new plan is that Mr Han- 
dover would retain his position 
as chief executive. Tim Water- 
stone would be executive 
deputy chairman with Mr Mar- 
tin as chairman. There would be 
no place on the board for cur- 
rent chairman Jeremy Hardie. 
The changes were viewed as a 
wsty of getting Mr Handover“on 
side" to help achieve the 
board’s approval 

A strategy committee con- 
sisting of Mr Martin, MrWater- 


stone, Mr Handover and Kei- 
th Hammill the group’s fi- 
nance director, would be in 
charge of the new group's future 
direction and disposals. 

Mr Waterstone would be in 
charge of repositioning the core 
WH Smith retail format with a 
new brand WH Smith Metro. 
This would be rolled out to 370 
stores over three years. They 
would concentrate on authori- 
tative offerings in books, sta- 
tionery and news. 

The Swindon warehouse 
would be closed while 10 of the 
larger Smith branches would be 
converted to Whlerstone mega- 
stores along the lines of the new 
outlet in Glasgow. 

Under the new plans, the 
new bolding company would ac- 
quire Daisy & Tom. Mr Water- 
stone’s childrens store, for 
£9.7m with additional payments 
dependent on performance. 

The new plans also see the 
up-front expenses of the fees 
limited to £15m. SBC War- 
burg, Mr Waterstone’s backers, 
would accept part of its fees in 
performance warrants. 

Outlook, page 23. 


Investors in Hambros yesterday 
believed the banking, insur- 
ance and estate agency group 
was preparing to break itself up 
to enhance shareholder value 
despite the company's insis- 
tence that press reports were 
“pure speculation”. Hambros 
shares rose 12.5p to 246p as 
dealers focused on estimates 
that the group could be worth 
considerably more in separate 
pieces than as a whole. 

A spokesman refused to 
comment on forecasts that it 
would reveal preliminary details 
of its plans when it announced 
half-year figures next month. 
City sources said Hambros was 
understood to have employed 
Schraders to help it put together 
break-up proposals. 

Splitting the group up would 
mark another step in Hambros’ 
deteriorating fortunes. Its rep- 
utation took a severe blow Mien 
it advised Andrew Regan in his 
foiled attempt to take over the 
Co-Operative Wholesale Society 
earlier this year and it was crit- 
icised recently for its rejection of 
a bid for Hambro Insurance Ser- 
vices, in which it holds a con- 
trolling 52 per cent stake. 

The bid from Fisher In- 


ternational was pitched at 128p 
a share hut since its nqection the 
price has fallen below lOOp. 
That has irritated shareholders 
in Hambros, including Regent 
Pacific, the Hong Kong-based 
fund headed by Jim Mellon, 
which owns 3 J per cent of the 
group. 

William Philips, a director of 
Regent, said yesterday: “Many 
shareholders, including our- 
selves, would like to see a 
break-up and would welcome iL 
Hambros suffers from a con- * 
glomerate discount,” K 

He said Regent had been 
disappointed that Hambros had 
rejected the approach from 
Fisher IntemationaL 

Regent has been lobbying 
Hambros to break itself up for 
some time and believes the 
group could be worth as much 
as 3SOp a share. 

Hambros shares have un- 
derperformed the market by al- 
most 35 per cent in the past year 

and have dropped from a peak 
of458p in 1994. 

Since January this year they 
have slipped from a high of 268p 
at a time when the b anking sec- 
tor has performed strongly. . g 
- Tom Stevensoht. , 
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Guinness and GrandMet clear the Brussels hurdle 
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Guinness and Grand 
Metropolitan yesterday 
cleared one of the biggest 
hurdles in their bid to create 
the biggest drinks company in 
the world by agreeing to 
European Commission 
demands to dispose of two 
whisky brands. Andrew Totes 
finds that the drinks groups 
appear to have got off lightly. 
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The European Commission yesterday 
gave the green light to the £24bn 
merger between Guinness and Grand- 
Met but forced the UK drinks com- 
panies to dispose of one of their main 
European whisky brands. 

Guinness and GrandMet, to be 
called GMG Brands, has agreed to EC 
demands to sell its Dewar’s brand in 


Europe within 15 months to satisfy con- 
cerns that it would have a dominant 
position in the Spanish and Greek 
whisky markets. 

The move has fuelled speculation 
that the US Federal Trade Commis- 
sion (FTC), which is also investigating 
the deal, may also call on GMG to sell 
Dewar’s in the US. The FTC is also 
likety next week to sanction the merger 
subject to concessions, according to in- 
dustry sources. 

One drinks analyst said: “It is 
highly unlikely that the US would 
refuse to sanction the deal after the EC 
has waived it through.” 

GMG has also been called on to dis- 
pose of Ainslie, one of the smaller 
whisky brands in its portfolio, popular 
in Belgium and Luxembourg, and sell 
some distribution interests in Ireland. 

Analysts believe the European dis- 
posals wfl] cost GMG around £10m a 
year in profits. However if the drinks 



Guinessh Tony Greener: ‘A sub- 
stantial step forward* 


group is forced to dispose of Dewar's 
in the US it could bit profits by £50m. 

That said, GMG could raise more 
than £5 00m from the sale of the De- 
war’s brand around the world. Allied 


Domecq, Highland Distilleries and 
Seagram, the Canadian drinks giant 
are likety bidders. 

GMG is thought to have had to give 
up more than it originally thought The 
drinks group had proposed selling a 
collection of secondary brands in- 
cluding VAX69 and White Horse as 
well as Ainslie, according to sources 
close to Brussels. But the EC is be- 
lieved to have demanded greater con- 
cessions after rivals lobbied for more 
important brands to be sold. 

Dewar s is the best selling whisky 
in the US, ahead of GMG's other 
brands such as Johnnie Walker and 
J&B. It is .*‘ l ■ • he third biggest seller 
in markets such .*s Spain and Greece. 
Guinness sells 2.7 million cases of De- 
war’s around the 'vorid. 

However most oatysts believe that 
the EC coulc have demanded much 
greater cone 1 *-/ ■. One analyst said: 
“GMG has . » . . y to get off rel- 


ativety lightly. The group must be very 
relieved," 

Clearance from the EC comes just 
days after GMG patched up its dif- 
ferences with Bernard Arnault, the 

ivxxt? F [ Ga ? Iuxuf y goods group 
LVMH, who had been the mercer’s 

most vociferous Opponent. Mr Arnault 
has now agreed to back the deal and 

set up. distribution agreements with 

GMG m return for £250m in cash. 

George Bull, chairman of Grahd- 
Met and Guinness’* chainnan, Tbny 
G^er,smd ma j 0intstatemeQtyes _ 

terdity. e axe pleased that we were 
able to put forward proposals that met 
the approval of the Commission. The 
^•fotory approval in Europe is a sub- 
stannal step forward to achieve the cre- 
ation of GMG Brands.” 

Investors rracted favourably totfae 
new, pushing GrandMet’s shares I6q 
btgterto 62Sp and Guinness by 
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OUTLOOK 

ON ATTITUDES TO 
MONETARY UNION, 
THE WH SMITH 
PROPOSALS AND THE 
NEW BID FOR MCI 


What's good for GM may not be best for Britain 


Big business is in pro-monetary union 
mode once more. Dr Mustafa Mu- 
aatarcm. chief economist at General Mo- 
tors. may not have gone so far as some 
refwrts suggested and said outright that 
CM would withdraw from Britain if wc 
don t join the single currency, but he 
might well have done. His comments ihe 
other day on Radio 4 couid hardly have 
been more pro-EMU. 

in itself there is nothing particularly 
startling or new in this. It is the sort of 
thing that the CBI. some of its larger cor- 
porate members and Britain’s bur- 
geoningbajid of inward investors, have 
been saying for some years now. The lat- 
est round of pro-EMU noise from big 
business is nonetheless being given. an 
added piquancy because of the general 
view that the new Labour Government 
is warming to the single currency and 
might want to take us in at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Given that the electorate, according 
to the opinion polls, is still strongly scep- 
tical about monetary union, it plainly 
helps in the softening up process if busi- 
ness starts to wam of dire consequences 
if we don’t join, h is probably too con- 
spiratorial to believe dial Gordon Brown 
and others are deliberately pushing 
business into making such comments. Dr 
Mohatarem doesn’t even live in Britain 
and it seems doubtful that he has met 
cither Tony Blair or Mr Brown. But cer- 
tainly it is sometimes hard to tell just who 
is manipulating whom. Is it big business 
trying to push the Government towards 


monetary union or is the Government 
enjoining business in the cause in the 
hope that if enough authoritative voic- 
es back the single currency then even- 
tually it might win a referendum on the 
issue? 

The probable answer is that what we 
are seeing here is a meeting of minds. 
The single cuncncy suits the big multi- 
nationals, who see in it an opportunity 
to cement Britain's pan in the single Eu- 
ropean market and enhance their pow- 
er, profits and influence. And it suits 
inward investors, who fear that if Britain 
is not wholly a part of Europe, then they 
might be disadvantaged in lucrative ex- 
port markets. Mr Brown, at least, seems 
to have bought these arguments, even if 
Mr Blair is for the time being keeping 
his counsel. 

It is worth recalling here that the CBI 
and some of our major companies took 
a very similar view of the European Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism. We have to be 
a part of it. we must be a part of it, they 
told the Government and eventually even 
Mrs Thatcher caved in. 

Within a year or two, struggling un- 
der the weight of unacceptably high in- 
terest and exchange rates on lop of an 
already deep recession, they were just 
hogging to be let out. It took that nice 
Mr Soros finally to force what the politi- 
cians seemed incapable of accepting - a 
big devaluation. 

If we scrapped the pound complete- 
ly, there would be no such second 
chances. We would be locked into what- 


ever the European Central Bank want- 
ed to visit on us. 

So in listening to what big business 
has to say on monetary union, the Gov- 
ernment needs to be very aware of the 
possibility that this may be no more than 
clever special pleading. It would obvi- 
ously be beneficial for big multination- 
als like Unilever and BP to be part of 
it, whatever the economic consequences 
of the single currency for Britain. These 
are as much Continental as British com- 
panies. for them, the more integrated 
Europe becomes as a market place, the 
better. It is not entirely clear that the 
same is true for the comer shop owner, 
or any other small businessman servic- 
ing a more localised economic environ- 
ment 

Big business has set the economic 
agenda wrongly once before. The Gov- 
ernment should be very careful that it 
doesn’t happen again. It may be that Dr 
Mohatarem is right about the single cur- 
rency, but the Government should not 
be standing in awe of wbat these peo- 
ple are saying. The issue is a rather wider 
one than the level of GM’s profits and 
the ease with which it is able to do busi- 


Plan B for Smiths 
is not much better 

Tim Waterstone has returned with Plan 
B for his putatiw takeover of W H Smith. 


Under the proposals sketched out yes- 
terday, the debt levels wffl be tower, there 
is a far more realistic valuation of his 
Daisy & Tom business, which now ap- 
pears to be worth only a quarter of its 
value a fortnight ago and the advisers fas 
will be lower. Mr Wtfexstone is ato 
proposing to tinker with the 
xoom structure so ihmmaead of maaflmg 

himself as chief executive over the head 

of Richard Handover, he would become 
deputy chairman with Mr Handover 
staying put 

However, for all the rearranging of 
the deck chairs. Plan B is not a decisive 
improvement on his first stab at a lever- 
aged takeover. Smiths shareholders are 
still being bribed with their own money 
and asked to put their faith in a much 
more highly geared vehicle. Nor does it 
look likely that the incumbent manage- 
ment will settle down to a life of har- 
monious co-existence with the man who 
was trying to snatch their company from 
under them a few days ago 

If Mr Waierstone’s ideas of a capital 
repayment coupled with a break up of 
the business arc so attractive to share- 
holders, then why doesn’t the existing 
management implement them and dis- 
pense with the fancy fees that SBC War- 
burg will ring up? 

Smith's probably has a duty to put the 
'Waterstone proposals to its annual meet- 
ing next Wednesday and lei sharehold- 
ers have their say. Having missed his 
opportunity to strike when the ship was 
rudderless, the most galling thing for Mr 


Waterstone would be either to see the 
incumbent management copy his ideas 
or discover that be had spurred them into 
action. That, however, if often the Cate 
of the interloper. 

Maybe Sir lain was 
right about MCI 

Then there were three. A month ago 
MCI was a pariah company and British 
Telecom was being widely condemned for 
wanting to buy it at all, even at the de- 
valued price eventually negotiated. In 
short order MCI has now attracted two 
rival b ids, the latest an all-cash offer from 
GTE, one of the US’s biggest local 
phone operators. 

BT may have stood an outside chance 
against WorldCom, whose offer was 
made in hyper-inflated slock. But this lat- 
est bid is all cash. Bar regulatory inter- 
ference, it is hard to see how BT can fight 
it. 

There are bigger cost savings avail- 
able to both US bidders than BT, as an 
outsider, could ever have achieved. 
EveD so, the fact that MCI is now so 
much in demand from others in the in- 
dustry does rather vindicate BT*s much 
criticised strategy. It is just about pos- 
sible for one telecoms company wrong- 
ly to identify MCI as a good takeover 
target - but three of them? It looks as 
if the City may have to send Sir Iain Val- 
lance an apology. 
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US sales figures send shares 
lower on inflation fears 


The number of people 
out of work in Britain 
has fallen to its lowest 
^ level for years, and some 
’’ experts fear a new wage- 
price spiral. But the 
financial markets are 
more worried about the 
risk of higher inflation 
and interest rates on the 
. other side of the 
Atlantic, writes Diane • 
Coyfe, Economics Editor. 


The number -of unemployed 
people claiming benefit fell to 
its lowest for 17 years last 

« month. Yet it was not the lat- 
est evidence of a tight jobs mar- 
ket that sent shares lower 
yesterday, but rather evidence 
from retail sales figures that the 
US eco nom y is stiH booming. 

The FTSE 100 index ended 
35 points lower at 5,263.7, hav- 
ing fallen 75 points after the re- 
lease of the US figures. 3y late 
morning ! \*&H Street was sfigbt- 
. hr lower too, the Dow 29 points 
down at 8,06756. 

Many -analysts reckon, in- 
terest rates will rise in both the 
UK and US nfext month. Min- 
utes of the September meeting 
4)| of the Bank of England's Moo- 
• etary POEcy Committee pub- 
lished yesterday showed that its 
. experts were concerned about 
the impact of the soaring stock 


market on the economy, and 
also about the danger that 
wage growth might pick up. 

The drop of 27,800 in the 
number of claimants during 
September look the headline 
unemployment rate down to 52 
per cent, or 1,467,600 people. 

Figures based on the Labour 
Force Survey (LFS), considered 
to be a more complete picture 
of the state of the jobs market, 
.showed a drop of 40,000 in the . 
number looking for work dur- 
ing June to August On this 
measure unemployment re- 
turned to its lowest level since 
early 1990, atl.997,000 people, 
or 7.1 per cent . - 

The decline in unemploy- 
ment on this basis is much 
smaller than the headline 
change because strong employ- 
ment growth has brought marry 
people who had chopped oot 
back into the jots market The 
survey shows that during the 
year to August employment 
climbed, by 439,000, knocking 
258.000 off unemployment and 
bringing 181,000 people who 
had become “economically in- 
active” back into the workforce. 

Although both sets of figures 
showed that the jobs market has 
tightened, the growth in aver- 
age earnings in the year to Au- 
gust remained at 4_5 per cent. 

Economists were sharply 
divided about how to interpret 
yesterday’s batch of figures. 
Some focused on the continu- 
ing fell in the jobless rate and. 
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Part of the Post Office may be put up for sale 


rising vacancies. The number of 
unfilled vacancies at Jobcentres 
reached a record level of just 
under 301,000 in September. 
Others, however, drew comfort 
from the steady earnings 
growth and the fact that the de- 
cline in unemployment might 
be slowing. According to the 
survey figures, the 40,000 de- 
cline in the number looking for 
work in the latest three months 
. compares with a 73,000 drop in 
' the previous quarter. 

• The possibility that the 
tighter jobs market might lead 
to high wage inflation was one 
of the concerns expressed by the 
Monetary Polity Committee. 
Although the committee voted 
unanimously not to raise in- 
terest rates, and also left rates 
unchanged at its October meet- 
ing, many City analysts expect 
an increase next month. 

" . Kevin Darlington at ABN- 
Amro said: “ft would not take 
much to push the Bank past the 
critical point’' Figures next week 
for third-quarter GDP growth 
would be key to the decision. 

' On the other band, Eric 
Fisijwick of Nikko Europe pre- 
dicted borrowing costs would not 
rise again tins year “ft ts obvi- 
ous that the Bank has its finger 
on the trigger but feels there is 
no need to shoot just yet” 

■ Separately, figures for retail 
sales in the US showed a stur- 
dy increase in September rather 
than the decline most analysts 
had expected. 



The outcome of the 
Government^ review 
into the Post Office is 
set to emerge soon amid 
Indications that 
ministers will sanction a 
public-private 
partnership as the 
answer to its calls for 
commercial freedom. 
Michael Harrison reports. 


Michael Heron, the Post Office 
chairman, and his chief execu- 
tive, John Roberts, have been 


SIB increases 
payout limit 
to £200m 


The Securities and Investments 
Board (SIB), the City's leading 
regulator, is taking action to 
avert a crisis that could prevent 
thousands of victims of pension 
mfc-seDingfran receiving com- 
pensation of up to £10,000 
each. 

SIB yesterday warned that 
a £100m annual limit on com- 
pensation payouts, made under 
the Investors Compensation 
Scheme, could be breached 
because of the mounting cost 
of redressing mis-seOing victims 
of firms that have become .de- 
funct. Under the compensation 
scheme’s rules, payouts are 
halted if the £100m limit is ex- 
ceeded. This would leave thou- 
sands of mis-sefling victims 
with no means of redress. 

The SIB yesterday tabled 
proposals to double the annual 
limit to £20Qm. The new limit 
would apply only to those vic- 
tims of d^nnet firms who came 
under the remit of the Person- 
al Investment Authority (PIA). 

In a consultation paper, the 
SIB is also proposing a safety 
danse in case the new £2O0m 
limit is also breached. The 
safety clause would allow part 
of any particular year’s com- 
pensation bill, to be carried 
over totheaesl 'year. 

Andrew Wmgder, the SIB’s 
chief executive, said: “The cur- 
rent proposals are being made 
as a precautionary measure in 
the interests of investor pro- 
tection. It is prudent that we 
malm tifeefy i prbv»OT to ac- 
commodate pensions claims.” 

Behind the proposals is a 
fear that the bin fbrmis-selling 
by 4,700 now-defunct firm 
may well exceed fJOQm. So far, 
the regulators have identified 
10,000 cases of mis-selling by 
defunct firms. 

. Many more victims have 
stiD to be contacted. Despiielit- , 
tersfrem the PIA, less than half ' 

of the 295,000 people who j 
were sold pensions by the de- 
funct firms have responded. 

The PIA is also seeking to 
contan 33,000 people who have 
changed address. They can call 
the PIA on 0171 4177001 

-Andrew Verity 


called to a meeting with the In- 
dustry Minister, Ian McCartney, 
in two weeks' time to be told 
how the Government intends to 
free the organisation up. 

The Government appears to 
have ruled out a sale of a ma- 
jority slake in the Post Office. 
But the prospect of a partial 
sale, allowing the private sec- 
tor to take a stake of up to 49 
per cent in the business, looks 
possible. 

Mr Heron said yesterday 
that the ownership of the Post 
Office was a matter .fix the 
Government but he would not 
object to a solution that left 51 


per cent in public hands and al- 
lowed the remainder to be 
sold. An announcement about 
exactly what form of commer- 
cial freedom it will be allowed 
and the degree of private fund- 
ing is expected around Christ- 
mas. 

The priority for the Post Of- 
fice is to be released from the 
constraints of the Public Sector 
Borrowing Requirement which 
prevent it from borrowing on 
the open market to develop 
commercial ventures. 

Mr Roberts said that unless 
it was removed from the stran- 
glehold of the PSBR then any 


other changes to the Post Of- 
fice would amount to little 
more than ‘'cosmetics around 
the edges". 

The Post Office’s contribu- 
tion to the Exchequer last year 
reached £500m, including tax- 
es and the “dividend" it pays 
from profits through the PSBR. 
Mr Heron said that using the 
Post Office as a cash cow was 
no basis on which to run a com- 
mercial competitive business. 

Commercial freedom would 
allow the Post Office to set up 
joint ventures with private op- 
erators and even take them over 
-the privatised Dutch Post Of- 


fice bought TNT earlier this 
year. 

Meanwhile the Post Office 
has warned that many busi- 
nesses, including its own, may 
not be able to cope with the mfl- 
lennium timebomb and a 
switch to a angje currency at the 
same time. 

Mr Roberts said the Past Of- 
fice was spending £60m to get 
its computers ready for the 
date change in 2000. If it had 
to prepare for EMU at the 
same time, a changeover that 
would require huge retraining 
of counters staff, then it might 
be overwhelmed. 
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Redlands needs 
white knights 


What would Rediand be worth in a 
break up? Lafarge, the French group, 
is offering 320p cash for its building ma- 
terials rival. Rudolph Agnew, Red- 
land's chairman and a veteran of hostile 
takeovers, is arguing that there is greater 
value in Redland's assets than that. 

To prove it he may need to find white 
knights either to buy the whole group 
or, more likely, to buy its aggregates and 
roofing divisions separately. 

How much could thesa pieces fetch? 
Taking aggregates first, on a typical take- 
out multiple of 11 times forecast op- 
erating profits for 1997 of£90m, the UK 
and US aggregates businesses are worth 
£990 m. On top of that add roughly an- 
other £150m to reflect the assets of 
French aggregates, though currently 
los sm a k in g . That gives a total value for 
aggregates of £I.14bn. However the 
scarcity of holes in the ground world- 
wide means Rediand a gg regate might 
actually fetch closer to their current 
book value at the half year of £1.25bn 
at constant exchange rates. 

On the other side is RBB, Redland's 
roof tDe business, an undoubted world 
leader despite the hit from Germany's 
weak economy . RBB can probably 
command at least 16 times forecast af- 
ter-tax earnings of £80m, or £1 Jbn in 
total. The snag is that Rediand only 
owns 56.5 percent of RBB, so its stake 
is worth just over £S00m, adjusting for 
RBB's own £100m of debt this year. 

Add up the two and subtract Red- 
land's £420xn group debt and you are 
left with just over £1.65bn. or 317p a 
share. That excludes the tiny and loss- 
making Asian business. The end result 
is almost exactly the value of Lafarge's 
initial bid. 

However this business has been 
badly managed and any bidder would 
expea to reap synergies and possibly tax 
benefits. Cost savings of some £2Qm 
would imply at least another 20p to 30p 
a share on die offer price. Asecond bid- 
der emerging would add more. Certainly 
Redland’s share price, up another Up 


Smiths Industries: At a glance 

Marta value: E2.9bn, share price 942J5p (-33p) 
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its top line as reliably as it has been able 
to buQd up margins. 

NatWest forecasts current year 
profits of £209. lm, putting the shares 
on a prospective ratio of 20. Hold. 


Operating profits* trn 


Share price* pence 

1000 


1997 Margin 1996 itergbi. 
Aerospace 59.3 14% : 45.3 12% 


MecScal ‘ 74.7 24% 73.1 24% / 

Systems 


hdustnai 60.6 17% 48.7 15% 





wr .'.. -• '..><?* A . 


1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 


Tie Rack takes a 
currency hit 


to 340p yesterday, reflects expectations 
of a higher offer. 

There may be no bonanza of hid- 
den value for Mr Agnew to unlock. 

But even another 20p is worth 
han g in g on for. 


Smiths a victim 
of its success 


Smiths Industries has done it again. 
Shrugging off a £12m currency hit and 
reshuffle of its top management team, 
it unveiled another impressive set of 
results. Underlying earnings rose 16 per 
cent to £192m for the year to August 
and dividends were one-tenth up at 
17.9p, the 27th year hi a row it has in- 
creased pay-outs. 

Smiths benefited from the upturn 
in the aerospace market which followed 
a sharp pick-up in aircraft orders on 
the back of booming airline passenger 
numbers. Its defence order book also 
looks assured. Future profits should be 
bolstered by Smiths' US contract to 
supply planes for its new fleet of air- 


craft carriers. It is also in line for hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds of work 
from the Eurofighter project, which is 
finally getting off the ground. 

Not that the company depends on 
aerospace. Its industrial division has 
proved a solid perforator. And Grase- 
by, the latest £136m addition to its med- 
ical division, looks like a great buy. 

However, despite the good news. 
Smiths shares fell 33p to 942-5p. 

The company has become a victim 
of its own success. Smiths' margins are 
already very healthy and there is little 
scope for significant improvement. 
And it can no longer rely on small ac- 
quisitions making a significant impact 
on its share price, however good the 
deaL Investors are now expecting a big 
purchase and the absence of a deal with 
these results explains the market's 
disappointment. 

Smiths certainly has the financial 
firepower to make a .significant pur- 
chase and is eyeing up plenty of targets, 
including a chunk of BOC's Ohmeda 
medical business. However, as deals get 
bigger, they usually become more ex- 
pensive. 

Smiths now has to prove it can grow 


It has been a tough few months for Tie 
Rack, the specialist retailer run by the 
ever-exuberant Roy Bi&hko. From a re- 
cent high of 203.5p in April the shares 
have been drifting down steadily as 
fears over the impact of the strong 
pound begin to take root. 

Yesterday the shares fell a further 
45p to 127p as the company confirmed 
the current^ damage to its half-year re- 
sults. Though underlying profits were 
up on the same period last year, the pre- 
tax figure in the six months to 17 Au- 
gust slumped from £604,000 to just 
£158,000. The currency hit to profit 
translation was £500,000. 

Then there was uncertainty caused 
by the surprise management changes 
which will see Nigel McGinJey step 
down as chief executive to be replaced 
by two joint managing directors who 
have been promoted internally. 

At the trading level, like-far-like sales 
were more or less flat in the first half 
and simil ar in current trading. The new 
joint venture in Japan broke even and 
the Knot Shop acquisition in the US of- 
fers the group the opportunity to sell 
branded ties in that format while con- 
centrating oo own-label in Tie Rack. 

A programme to refurbish the 419- 
strong store portfolio is set to start 
though the company declined to put a 
cost an it yesterday. The company may 
also expand the Knot Shop formal over- 
seas. On expected full-year profits of 
£S-8m, Tie Rack shares trade on a for- 
ward multiple of 12. Quite cheap for 
a well-managed company, though one 
increasingly dominated by Mr Bishko. 
Much depends on the future strength 
of sterling and how the new manage- 
ment team can prove themselves. 
Worth holding. 


IN BRIEF 


I TV companies warned on 
licence commitments 


Power station 
closures to 
be reviewed 


Sir Robin Biggam chairman of the Independent Television Com- 
mission, last nig ht warned ITV companies that regional pro- 
gramming commitments were “non-negotiable during the 
process of licence renewal which starts nextyear. In a speech be- 
fore the ITC’s monthly meeting. Sir Robin Mid: ^We are ... talk- 
ing about licence renewal, not licence renegotiation. Company 
can not tear up existing licence commitments and start again with 
a clean sheet" ITV companies would be held to promises about 
regional programming, regardless of the rapid consolidation of 
the 15 ITV regions into the hands of four major players, Sir Robin 
said. 


BNFL in merger talks 


British Nuclear Fuels and Siemens, the German electrical engi- 
neering giant, are in talks to merge their nudear fuel supply busi- 
nesses in a move which would create a company with sales of more 
than £90Gm. Graham Watts, BNFLs commercial director, 
warned the merger would involve some job losses, but said the 
□umber would be limited. “There are additional cost reductions 
from this merger from e liminating duplication,” he said. BNFL, 
the state-owned reprocessing group, employs 2^300 staff near Pre- 
ston in its fuel-division, which supplies nuclear fuel to British En- 
ergy and Magnax Electric Siemens’ business is larger, employing 
4,100 people. 

Changes at Hongkong Telecom 


Cable & Wireless yesterday announced management changes at 
Hongkong Telecom, its lucrative subsidiary, but disappointed in- 
vestors by f ailin g to reveal a long-awaited deal with China Ible- 
com to give the group greater access to the vast Chinese phone 
market. Dick Brown, CAW'S chief executive, is to become chair- 
man of Hongkong Tblecom, replacing Brian Smith, who is also 
C&W chairman. li Ping, chief operating officer of China Tele- 
com (Hong Kong), is to join the Hongkong Telecom board as a 
non-executive director. C&W shares fell 14p to 545 _5p after the 
company dashed hopes that it would reveal a deal to buy a stake 
in China Telecom. 


Calor Gas reduces stake 


The shak e-nut in the domestic gas market continued yesterday when 
Calor Gas announced a partial withdrawal from Calortex, its loss- 
making joint venture with Tferaaa. Odor's Dutch parent group, SHV 
is reducing its stake in Calortex from 50 per cent to 16.7 per cent 
in a deal which will see Nuon. a large multi-utility company in the 
Netherlands, take a 33 J per cent share in the company. 


Ad agency buys Craik Jones 


Abbott Mead Vickers, the advertising agency, yesterday agreed 
to buy the direct marketing specialist Craik Jones Rfetsoo Mitchell 
Voelkel for up to £12m. Peter Mead, Abbott Mead's chairman, 
said he bad been talking to Craik Jones for around a year. 


The electricity industry regu- 
lator yesterday dealt an unex- 
pected blow to National Power 
and PowerGen when he 
launched a review of their re- 
cent decisions to dose part of 

three coal-fired power stations. 

Professor Stephen Lit-, 
tiechild warned that the moves 
to reduce coal-fired generating * 

capadty, which would take ef- 
fect from next April, could 
drive up wholesale power 
prices. The review, by an inde- 
pendent consultant, would look 
at whether the two companies 
should offer generating capac- 
ity for sale to outside bidders. 

The probe represents a 
boost for RJB Mining, the UK’s 
(i*arfjnp coal producer, which has 
highlighted the risk to mining 
jobs from the reduction in coal- 
fired generating plants and the 
rise of g as generation. RJB 
had urged the privatised gen- 
erators to offer parts of their 
power stations to other opera- 
tors in the hope that it would 
m aintain demand for coal. 

The investigation will focus 
on National Power’s closure of 
a generating unit at Willington -■ 
power station in Derbyshire and 
the mothballing of two units at 
a large station at Tilbury in Es- 
sex, which burn imported coal. 
PowerGen's decision to shut 
one of four units at the Ferry- 
bridge power station near Don- 
caster will also be examined. 

A spokesman for National 
Power said the company was 
“continually approached" 
about selling generating ca- 
pacity, bur said it would be too 
difficult to sell or lease parts of 
existing stations. “We don't be- 
lieve it’s tenable for a com- 
petitor to own or lease part of 
a production unit which is lo- f ^ 
cated under the same roof with 
common services at a plant we 
continue to operate." 

- Chris Godsmark 


Are you ready to meet the American Challenge? 
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October 1 ?rh. 199/: a famous Jav in 
European Luxury Motoring History. That is 
the day, at the London Motor Show. Hall I. 
Cadillac will unveil the all-new Seville. And 
verv shortly Americas top Selling luxury car will 
debut in England in right-hand drive version. 
Its all part of the American Challenge. 


The new Cadillac Seville sets new standards 
in styling, technical innovation and perform- 
ance. And offers more features ias standard i 
titan any comparable car. This lull list will 
impress von - as it will astound our most distin- 
guished European competitors. The Cadillac 
Seville right-hand drive, Made in America, but 
designed lor the E'nited Kingdom. Are vou 
ready to meet the American Challenge? 


It's all happening at the London 
Motor Show, Hall I. 

Should you not be able to join us on our 

show stand, call 0345 - 66 11 04. 

Me would be delighted to supply anv 
further information on the all- new 
Cadillac Seville. 
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http://www. cadillaceurope.com 
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British Biotech’s fail from grace continues as shares hit low 
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MARKET REPORT British Biotech, once the 

heart-throb of the fledgling 
drug developers, continues to 
fade away.' The shares, in brisk 
trading, fell a further Sp to 
115p, lowest for two years. 

The group is now capi- 
talised at £7 60m. In its halcy- 
on days, with the shares riding 

HF WV PATM al »t just missed be- 

wE I\X Pv rAIlN coming a Footsie constituent. 

STOCK The fall from grace started 

last year when its £143m rights 
MARKET issue achieved only a 49 per 

REPORTER 0601 la ^ ce U P- ^ ien came 

OF TH F VF A D departure of the finance di- 

Ut lHtY EAR. rector, James Noble. 

The stock market’s growing 

■ nervousness over the biotech 

“ companies added to BriBio's 

discomfort and last week's 
setback over a potential arthri- 
tis drug further undermined 
sentiment. 

Because of side effects the 
treatment, developed with in- 
dustry giant Glaxo Wellcome, 
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was abandoned. Although it is 
calculated the lost drug should 
be worth no more than 2p a 
share the price wilted because 
what could have been a lu- 
crative relationship with Glaxo 
has been, at least for the lime 
being, killed off. 

BriBio's great white hope, 
of course, is Maximasai, a cat* 
cer drug which is said to rep- 
resent 80p a share. But 
developing drugs is a tortu- 
ously slow process and, as is 
brutally dear, success can be 
an elusive commodity. 

The rest of the market was 
under the spell of overseas in- 
fluences. A slide in Hong 

Kong ensured a hesitant open- 
ing and a weak start in New 
York added to the gloom. 
Then the Dow Jones Average 
recovered some of its lost 
ground, prompting Footsie to 
reduce a 76.5 points loss to 
35.2 at 5,263.7 by the close. 
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The FTSE SmaUCap index, 
however, edged to another 
peak. 

Takeover yams continue 
to prop up some stocks. BICC, 
the cable and construction 
group, was at one time 15p 
higher on speculation of a 
strike from Whssall or an Ital- 
ian group. But the yarn was 
greeted with widespread scep- 
ticism and the shares ended 
with a 4p gain at 1863p. 

WH Smith fell 4Jpto402p 
as the Tim Wtieretone pro- 
posals appeared and Etam, the 
women's clothing chain, 
bounced 31p to 1405p after it 

disclosed approaches which 
could lead to “a change in con- 
trol". 

Great Universal Stores fell 
3Jp to 7lUp after another 
presentation to analysts, this 
time involving its mail order di- 
vision. 

Bass, with Goldman Sachs 
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hanging a 940p target on the 
shares, fall l&5p to 8373p and 
BAT Industries wheezed 4p 
lower to 6Mp as Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson alighted on 
a 650p suggested price and Sa- 
lomon Brothers went to 700p. 
British Steel rose 3.75p to 
1863p with SBC Warburg sig- 
nalling 220p. 

Commercial Union lost s 
little of Tuesday's enthudasm. 

Share spotlight 

stun price, pence 
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firming Ip to 865p- Lat® 5 * 
story is the insurer could ap- 
pear as the white knight for 
French group AGE fa*** a 
hostile Italian bid. 

Merchant bank Hambro* 
rose 115plo246ponb**a*- 

and Sandard Chartered dewn. 

Obk&Wirdess was i an- 
other under the Hong Kong 
market influence. It also had 
to contend with disappoint- 

mem after h faded m come up 

with details of any significant 
progress in China. The shares 
fell 14p to 545 -5p- 

Worries about third-quar- 
ter figures lowered tosperfal 
Chemical Industries a fur- 
ther 33p to 956p but Th»»« 
Water enjoyed share buyback 
hopes, up lip at 894 .5p- 

Grand Metropolitan and 
Gnhmess celebrated the Mus- 
sels clearance with the shares 


fi j -inplv in tandem at 625p, 

^SuplbpandGuin- 

Se ^^DoBec 4 , on the tite- 

orv the gjani merger cocktail 


- its ScOBn ******** 

Scotnsh Leader - put on a -5p 
to 53 p on continuing specula- 

a reverse fakeover by 

yyflliam Grant & Sons. 

BNB Besources, a recruit- 

^ia»d mining ffOTP.™; 

prowd 75p to 1425p. m: 
company met institutional in- 
vesrors on Hiesday. . 

Profit warnings took then 


TAKING S TOCK 

Shares of Coffee Republic, 
running half-a-dozen coffee 
bars in London, arrived at 

22p alter a reverse takeover 

of Arion Properties, a former 
Slater fiunfiy vehicle. The 
company hopes to have 20 
outlets within 15 months. 
Profits are unlikely for two 


Solitaire, a properly 


148p dosed at 182J5p. 
MetalsrussKa, a steel suppticti 
ended at 7(L5p following an 

introduction. 


teniationa 1 3 l 3 p to ll 8 ^p. 

Sidney C Banks held at 
3125 p- Carpi* foe US giant 

thought to be eyemg foe grain 
group, is believed to be rais- 
ing a big European loan. 


in Columbia, held at SJap. 
Mercury Asset Management 

has nudged its interest from 
10J per cent to 10.62 per 
cent. 

Display IT once the Ofex 
wonder stock, has had its 

share trading facility 
withdrawn. 
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I Leisure & Hotels 
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British industry will struggle to 
get ahead in the single market 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 


* 


DIANE 

COYLE 

ON 

BREACHING 
THE EUROPEAN 
BOUNDARIES 


The odds on Europe's single 
currency actually going ahead 
are improving steadily as the 
weeks go by. If nothing else, this 
is generating rapid growth in the 
business of holding conferences 
about the implications of EMU. 
Some of these are thought- 
provoking indeed. For the 
closer I January 1999 gets, the 
more likely it looks that there 
will he dramatic changes in 
Europe's industrial structure. 

The trigger for this restruc- 
turing will be the creation of a 
true single market. As the ex- 
ample of the US-Canadian bor- 
der shows, this is something that 
docs not come into being with- 
out a single currency no matter 
how minuscule the trade barri- 
ers or how intertwined the 
economies. 

The switch from being a 
group of dose trading partners 
to heing one big market will 
open companies' eyes to the 
possibilities of exploiting bigger 
economies of scale. This is pre- 
cisely why EMU has the po- 
tential to boost long-term 
economic growth. 

Most economic theory has 
ignored the possibility of 
economies of stale - one ex- 
ample of “increasing returns”, 
whereby the amount of output 


per unit of inputs rises the 
more is produced, and average 
costs fall as the scale of pro- 
duction increases. In practise, 
however, increasing returns are 
widespread and becoming 
steadily more pervasive in mod- 
em economic 

Some examples are obvi- 
ous. The research and design 
costs make building the first air- 
craft far more expensive than 
subsequent ones. There is really 
room for only one commercial 
aircraft manufacturer in Eu- 
rope. Research costs in phar- 
maceuticals make the same 
true of new drugs. 

In fact, there are increasing 
returns in any industry where a 
high initial investment is need- 
ed for reasons of design or 
infrastructure, such as telecom- 
munications or cars. 

There are also examples 
that are less obvious but turn 
out to be widespread across the 
weightless industries. Take 
“people” businesses such as 
consultancy, advertising or the 
media, all accounting for a 
growing share of the economy. 

Mostly, these can be done on 
a small scale; it only takes one 
or two people to write an ad- 
vertising jingle. But in all these 
cases people prefer to collect to- 
gether in agencies, in order to 
■ generate ideas, brainstorm, 
keep an ear Lo the ground 
about work prospects and so on. 
There are additional benefits to 
be gained from the larger scale. 

This is true, as weO, wherever 
ideas and intellectual capital are 
important, including software or 
biotechnology. In software, es- 
pecially, it is important to be big 
enough to capture “network” 
gains, the fact that a pro- 
gramme becomes more useful 
the more lots of other people 
use iL 

One of the consequences of 
industries characterised by in- 
creasing returns is that chance 
events deliver the bulk of the 
market share to one company. 
It is a wiimer-takes-ail world. To 
become the winner it is often 
enough just to be first There are 


Britain's comparative advantage in: 

„ Telecommunications, (%> 



□ Against EU □Against Germany g| Against France 
Scientific instruments, (%) 



countless examples of one com- 
pany or one place dominating 
an entiie market, especially 
when one technology is able to 
drive out others. The VHS 
standard for videos or Mi- 
crosoft’s operating system for 
personal computers are good 
examples. 

But it is not always a ques- 
tion of getting a technological 
lead. Writers such as Michael 
Porter, John Kay and Paul 
Knigman have documented the 
strong tendency towards ag- 
glomeration in business, mainly 
as a result of accidents of his- 
tory. 

Concentration is the norm 
rather than the exception. But 
whereas industry in the US is 
very concentrated and individ- 
ual states specialise in only a few 
products, most European coun- 
tries produce a wide range of 
goods and services. 

Breaching the boundaries 
that have divided Europe into 
separate markets will stimulate 
a new wave of agglomeration. 
Economists at City investment 


bank Dresdner Klemwort Ben- 
son have tried to figure out from 
past trade patterns which 
British industries have enough 
of a comparative advantage to 
scoop the European pot, and 
their report makes slightly 
alarming reading. 

The good news is that the 
UK advantage lies in services 
(other than tourism) which are 
taking a growing share of all 
modem economies, rather than 
goods, whose share is shrinking. 
Britain also has a clear advan- 
tage in telecommunications, 
and a less pronounced lead in 
science-intensive areas such as 
pharmaceuticals, advanced in- 
struments, computers and pow- 
er-generating equipment. 

Luckily, these arc the right 
areas in which lo have a head 
start. But apart from these cut- 
ting-edge areas, the chances of 
British manufacturing indus- 
try look dim. 

The UK is at an over- 
whelming disadvantage in al- 
most every other area, including 
food manufacture, plastics, tex- 


tiles and much of the engi- 
neering sector, for instance. 

These might be on the de- 
cline, but they still produce a lot 
of goods and employ a lot of 
people. 

A separate report this week 
from management consultants 
KPMG points out that, quite 
apart from any large-scale re- 
drawing of the industrial map, 
pan-European companies will 
do a lot of internal reshuffling 
anyway. 

KPMG’s Rory Colfer pre- 
dicts that many will concentrate 
their accounting, treasury or 
purchasing operations on one 
site in single centres serving the 
entire company. This will be a 
matter, not of centralisation, but 
of increasing efficiency made 
possible by technology and trig- 
gered by the introduction of the 
Euro. “We are looking at the 
biggest changes in company 
structures since the 1970s,” he 
says. 

There is a final issue, which 
is that the pattern of production 
in a world of increasing returns 
is often unstable. One company 
can dominate an industry for 
decades and then, seemingly 
overnight, be toppled by an- 
other. 

IBM used to be the titan of 
the computer industry; Mi- 
crosoft will no doubt share its 
fate one day. 

All in all, joining the single 
currency implies for all poten- 
tial members an extraordinary 
degree oFindustrial restructur- 
ing in order to deliver the long- 
run economic benefits of a true 
single market. 

At a guess, the EU will end 
up with one country making 
cars, another producing phar- 
maceuticals, another manufac- 
turing Europe's textiles and 
clothing. Britain will lose two of 
these; we will not be home to 
Europe’s Motown. 

It doesn’t mean EMU 
shouldn't go ahead, but it would 
be nice to believe Europe's 
politicians had thought about 
the economic consequences of 
what they were getting into. 


JOHN 

WILLGOCK. 



Tradepoint, the electronic share dealing 
company that nearly went bust in the sum- 
mer, has poached a heavyweight new boss 
from Barclays to spearhead its renewed at- 
tack on the London Stock Exchange. 

NIc StuchGeld, 37, has spent the last nine 
years in a series of hi gh profile roles, including 
chief executive of equities at BZW and a se- 
nior director of Barclays Global Investors, the 
world’s largest indexed fund manager with 
$420bn of assets. 

Mr Stuchfield replaces Michael Waller- 
Bridge, who stepped down in July. The for- 
mer decided to leave long before Barclays' 
recent decision to flog off parts of BZW, says 
Peter Stevens, chairman of TEadepoint But 
it still looks like good timing. 

Mr Stevens himself was appointed at the 
time of the rescue refinancing at the end of 
July, which was led by Apax Partners and its 
chairman Ronnie Cohen. “The new investors 
were very keen to get a new chief executive 
to provide a new impetus to the company,” 
says Mr Stevens. 

City analysts think Tradepoint has an ex- 
cellent chance of doing well when the LSE 
introduces American-styie order-driven trad- 
ing next month - the same system Tradepoint 
has been pushing for years. It may also ben- 
efit from.some inside knowledge. Mr Stevens 
and another Tradepoint director, Stanislas 
Yassnkovich. were once deputy chairmen of 
the LSE at the same time. As Mr Stevens tren- 
chantly observes; “We think we understand 
the competition.” 
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will be joined I at the W 
Mike Freedman, a partner of KepnerTregoe, 
who has been elected the Association s vice- 
president for the coming year. 


Quilter & Co, the private client stockbroker, 
has recruited David Franklin from BWD 
Rensburg Unit Trust Managers in Leeds as 
a divisional director in order to grow its 
QUIPS. 

This has nothing to do with smart repar- 
tee, however, but is a reference to the Quil- 
ter Unit and Investment Thist Portfolio 
Service. Quilters was bought eight years ago 
by Commercial Union and is now aggressively 
growing its retail funds, and Mr Franklm looks 
the man for the job. Prior to his two year stint 
with Rensburg Mr F ranklm spent ten years 
with Johnson Fry Asset Managers, w here he 
designed and launched three investment 
trusts which raised a total of £100m. 


Nigel McGinky is stepping down next year 
as chief executive of Tie Rack after what will 
be 12yearswith the company, in a mini-board- 
room shake-up. live board members are pro- 
moted, Martin Morgan to deputy chairman 
and Ronnie Flax to joint managing director, 
while Brita Ekkboff joins the baord as joint 
managing director. 

Mr McGinley says he will stay on as a con- 


I've just received another “postcard by 
satellite phone from Gerry Acher, head of - 
audit at KPMG, who is driving his 1932 baby 
Aston Martin from Peking to Pans. 

He has just left Greece and is heading for 
Italy by ferry, and is due lo complete the vin- 
tage car rally in Paris this Saturday 

He says; “Our wonderful visit through 
Iran and the tremendous hospitality we re- 
ceived from ail the Iranians was unfortu- 
nately marred when we passed through the 
last village before the Turkish border and 
were pelted with stones and rotten fruit”. 
Sounds like an average shareholders' meet- 
ing to me. 

“We are now at the Greek port of Patras 
awaiting our forty to Italy. This is a really tense 
time - so near yet so far.” 

My fingers are crossed. Lets hope there’s 
no rotten fruit throwing in Paris. 
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Ten years on, will the bull market end in another crash? 


On Monday 19 October 
1987, stock markets 
around the world 
crashed. As the 10th 
anniversary approaches, 
Tom Stevenson, Financial 
Editor, asks whether 
history will repeat itself. 

^you own shares or have a pen- 
sion and you want a fright, 
took at Lhe two charts on this 
page. They superimpose the 
current bull market on Wall 
Street on to its two most noto- 
rious predecessors, the specu- 
lative bubbles that ended so 
catastrophically in 1929 and 
1987. The similarities are, to say 
the least, worrying. 

If you believe that history re- 
peats itself, it is time to run for 
cover from a crash that will de- 
stroy billions of pounds of sav- 
ings and pensions and could 
wreak havoc in the real econo- 
my beyond the financial mar- 
kets. History does not repeat 
itself, of course, either in the 
magnitude of events or their tim- 
ing. Ask half a doze n City pro- 
4$sionals what will happen to 
Stock markets over the next 
year and you will get six differ- 
ent answers. That interplay be- 
tween fear and greed, pessimism 
and optimism is what makes for 
a vibrant market 

But those raw emotions can 
blind otherwise rational people, 
as one famous investor, Joe 
Granville, noted: “Bear markets 
never come by appointment, 
ringing your front door by day- 
light bourn. They come like a 
thief in the night, sneaking in the 
back door while the public sleeps 
the slumber of confidence.* 

If that is true, the growing 
bullishness on Wall Street 
^Vuld set alarm bells ringing. 
The ratio of calls to puts for S&P 
index options, as good a mea- 
sure of stock market confidence 
as any. is showing a more wor- 
rying proportion of optimists 
about the future direction of the 
market to pessimists than at any 
time this decade. 

That chimes with a cynical 
view of bull markets which sug- 





It could all end in tears: There are plenty of reasons why a crash might happen soon, 
but there are equally plausible reasons why it might not Photograph: Rev Features 


gests that they always go 
through the same three phases, 
in the early stage of a stock mar- 
ket rise there is plenty of value 
around and professional in- 
vestors pile into underpriced 
stocks, driving then- value up. 

Once shares become over- 
priced on fundamental valua- 
tion models, the professionals 


bail out in anticipation of a cor- 
rection. It doesn't come, how- 
ever, because private Investors 
push shares higher. That makes 
fund managers nervous be- 
cause they are missing out and 
they think of a way of getting 
back into the market without 
losing face. 

They can’t admit to their 


trustees that they got it wrong 
when they withdrew from the 
market so they kid themselves 
it is different this time. The 
“new paradigm" is invented, 
usually a tenuous theory about 
low inflation and technological 
change, and the professionals 
return for a final orgy of spec- 
ulation before it all ends in tears. 


The market fed off its own statistics 


3ftere have been many oorrec- 
ff>ns to stock market prices dur- 
ing my City career but only two 
crashes. The first came in 1974, 
the second in 1987. The former 
was more devastating econom- 
ically. 

Prices had already halved 
from their 1972 peak by the 
summer of 1974. They then 
halved again during the second 
half of that year. The financial 
viability of many City institu- 
tions was called into question. 
Shares became dramatically 
undervalued but confidence 
was slow to restore and, al- 
though prices rose in 1975, the 
economy and the market drift- 
ed sideways for five years. 

The crash of 1987 was not as 
damaging but was more spec- 


tacular. The speed of the price 
collapse was stunning. The fall 
in the New York stock market 
on 19 October 1987 was the 
largest one-day percentage 
change in slock prices since 
records began. Such unprece- 
dented changes caused signifi- 
cant trading losses, but the 
viability of financial institutions 
was not threatened as in 1974. 

Coming so dose after Big 
Bang, winch brought additional 
capital and greater competition 
to the London market, the fi- 
nancial effects were absorbed 

reasonably well. 

It was 3n uncomfortable time 
but the London markets re- 
mained open when others im- 
posed trading restrictions or 
dosed down. New players in the 


London scene were reluctant to 
answer their telephones. The 
spirit of the old London jobbing 
firms embodied by my new col- 
leagues from Wedd Durlacher 
shone through- They continued 
making prices despite consider- 
able uncertainly and the knowl- 
edge that significant trading 
tosses had already been incurred. 

Private client investors were 
nervous. The memories of 1974 
were still vivid but some were 
new to the game, having been 
enticed by privatisation offerings 
. and tax incentives (PEPs). 

The institutional investors 
appeared to be ready to take ad- 
vantage of prices more in line 
with fundamental values. 

But my overriding memory 
was the way the market fed off 


itself. There was less interest in 
the economic indicators than in 
the market statistics. The bal- 
cony overlooking BZWs deal- 
ing floor was crammed with 
representatives of the world’s 
press. This was tbe first occasion 
after Big Bang when the City 
was headline news. 

Our dealers became famil- 
iar faces as every news bulletin 
focused on the market’s latest 
moves. The pictures of dealers 
looking at screens did not con- 
vey the tensions individuals 
were experiencing. For many 
dealers this was their first ex- 
perience of a crash. If history is 
any guide it may not prove to 
be their only experience. 

- Michael Hughes, 
Group Economic Adviser, flZW 


“Why I Hate 
Jay Abraham” 

But how he can boost your 
companies profits 25, 50 or 1^0% 

IF YOU CAN STAND THE GUV 


^Tay Abraham is one of the 
J greatest modem day busi- 
ness consultants. He has a 
magical ability to create 
extraordinary' growth for any 
company he works with, and 
has probably made more 
money for his clients lhan 
any other business consultant 
alive today. However there's 

a drawback. You have lo put 
up with his arroganoce and 
his rudeness. He has no time 
for niceties they only get m 
the way of his creativity. 
Normally you would have to 
engage Jay at £3000 per hour 
for a private consultation but 
now his revolutionary busi- 
ness growth model is avail- 
able as an audio cassette 
Programme - “Finding; the 
Hidden Wealth in Your 
Business". 
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. position your company as tire 
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referal process. 

. Diamailcallytocrewyoor 
volume of customers. 

• Increase the avengx amount each 
customer bays farm yon. 

- increase th* frequency 

customer buys tom you. 

. jnawseyourprira. 

• Build the optimum business 
growth sutegy for yourself and 
your company. 
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Send for your FREE 
colour brochure on 
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No need to panic, the 
City strategists say 


There was tittle evidence of tbe 
panic lOyears ago in the Gty yes- 
terday, where equity strategists 
were united in the belief that his- 
tory was not about to repeat it- 
sdl “Are we in for a 1987 crash? 
hfy answer is unequivocal^ no," 
said Bob Semple of Nat West 
Markets. “This is not 1987,” 
added Michael Hughes of BZW 

Chris Carter of UBS agreed, 
saying that the bank's global vat-, 
uation model suggested a 
world-wide overvaluation of 10 
per cent. *Tbe same model 
generates a 35 per cent over-val- 
uation for 1987,” he said. 

The strategists pointed to 
important differences. In 1987, 
according to UBS, inflation 

was rising and band yields head- 
ing upwards, signs that markets 
should fall, whereas in 1997 the 
reverse is tbe case. 


Another important factor is 
the supply of equities, which 
was far higher in 1987 than now. 
“In 1987, 65 per cent of turnovers 
were financed by paper, as op- 
posed to around 15 per cent 
new", said Flulip Wolstenctoft of 
Merrill Lynch. Mr Hughes of 
BZW attributes at least some of 
tbe dramatic price response in 
1987 to the fact that futures and 
options were then traded 
amongst a small group of pro- 
fessional traders. “Tbday there is 
a better balance in the market”. 

The City's experts think a sub- 
stantial correction is more like- 
ly in the US than the UK "The 
US is an accident waiting to hap- 
pen", said Nick Knight of No- 
mura. The UK may well follow 
suit but any correction here is un- 
likely to be as dramatic. 

-lea ftrterson 


WHAT THE EXPERTS PREDICT 

FTSE100 index 
yrend97 yr end 98 

Bob Semple, Nat West Mrkts 
Nick Knight, Nomura 
Philip Wolsiencroft, Merrill Lynch 
Michael Hughes, BZW 
Mike Young, Goldman Sachs 
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Have we been here before? 

Dow Jones: 1925-1930 and 1994-1998 
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We are almost certainly in 
the final stages of the current 
bull run. What is unclear is 
whether this one will end with 
a bang or a whimper. There are 
plenty of reasons why a crash 
might happen - the scale of the 
rise on Will Street, riang interest 
rates, high valuations, a heavy 
trade deficit and tensions about 
the U S/Japan cse exchange rate. 
But there are equally plausible 
reasons why it won’L 

Some shares are very highly 
rated, but strip out banks, oils 
and pharmaceuticals from the 
index and 1997 has actually 
been a rather disappointing 
year on the stock market- Ex- 
porters, affected by tbe strength 
of sterling, and pretty much any 
small company, have missed out 
on the FTSE 100’s bonanza. 

Although the market is as 
highly rated as it was in 1987, 
with shares trading on average 
at around 20 times earnings and 
dividend yields low, that is pos- 
sibly justifiable when low infla- 
tion and so interest rates reduce 
the attractions of other finan- 
cial assets. Another crucial dif- 
ference is in the supply of new 
equity to the market hi 1987 
companies were issuing new 


shares like confetti, while this 
year there have been hardly any 
new issues or cash calls. 

At the bottom end of tbe 
market, directors of compa- 
nies are buying shares in their 
own businesses at a faster rate 
than at any time since the dark 
days of 1992, just before the 
pound fell oui of the exchange 
rate mechanism. The prospect 
of a weaker pound and 
strengthening European export 
markets signals good profits 
growth for smaller exporters. 

The way London tracks WfeU 
Street means a fall in the US 
market will be impossible to 
shnig off here. But will it turn 
into a bear market like the 
slump between April 1972 and 
December 1974 when shares 
lost -70 per cent of their value? 

Probably not The crash of 
1996 is likely to be a correction 
of between 10 and 20 per cent 
followed by fairly rapid recov- 
ery. But be warned. It is fash- 
ionable to dismiss talk of bear 
markets but one only has to look 
at Japan, where shares are still 
more than 50 per cent below 
their 1989 peak, to know that 
the wily bear is still out there. 
Whiting patiently. 


Fear of inflation 
was the final straw 
for Wall Street 


If share prices fell today on 
the same scale as they dived 
on Monday 19 October 1987, 
the Dow Jones index would 
shed about 1*800 points. The 
crash a decade ago on Sun- 
day was, proportionately, 
twice as bad as the Great 
Crash of October 1929. 

It did not hit London 
quite as severely. Although 
the stock market had been 
dosed on Friday by the pre- 
vious night’s catastrophic 
storm, the FTSE 100 index 
fell by “only** 1 1 per cent on 
the Monday. But even that 
would correspond to a more 
than 550-point collapse today. 

A biography of Alan 
Greenspan, the Federal Re- 
serve chairman, reports that 
he flew to Dallas, Texas, on 
tbe Monday morning to give 
a speech. Arriving at the air- 
port after the market bad 
dosed in the afternoon, be 
first misunderstood officials 
telling him the Dow had fall- 
en by “five-oh-eighf as a 5.0S 
drop, not 508 points, or 23 per 
cent Three hundred points 
of the decline bad occurred 
in the last hour of trading. 
The book. Back from die 
Brink, notes: “Oddly enough, 
Greenspan recalls he slum- 
bered peacefully that night, 
getting his usual five hours of 
steep.” 

Although the Monday 
was cataclysmic, the previous 
week had been bad enough. 
The index bad fallen 95 
points (a record) on Wednes- 
day after the publication of 
bad trade figures, 58 points 
on Thursday, and 108 points 
on Friday (another record). 

One of the characteristics 
of tbe 1987 crash was the way 
the baton was passed from 


market to market around 
the globe. After New York 
closed, Tokyo and Hong 
Kong recorded declines, and 
London followed suit the 
next morning. London kept 
it up on Tuesday 20 October, 
recording another 12 per 
cent drop. 

A second feature was the 
way automatic “program 
trading" by arbitrageurs ac- 
celerated the fall in shares, 
which happened so rapidly 
that the NYSE's communi- 
cations systems could not 
display up-to-date prices. 
The introduction of “circuit 
breakers" after a 50-point fall 
in the Dow should prevent a 
repeat, imposing pauses 
when the index is heading up 
or down too sharply. 

With hindsight, all the 
conditions had been there for 
a stock market crash. Shares 
had risen very sharply, and 
were fairly widely regarded as 
overvalued. There was a dear 
imbalance in the US econo- 
my, which was manifested in 
the yawning trade deficit. 

There was also severe ten- 
sion between the American 
and German governments 
over the levels of their cur- 
rencies. The Louvre Accord, 
agreed tbe previous spring, 
had halted the two-year fall 
in the dollar from its 1985 
peak. But by tbe autumn the 
co-ordination seemed to be 
breaking down, and the Ger- 
mans had raised interest 
rates earlier in October. 

The final trigger was the 
fear of higher inflation. Sud- 
den signs of wage and cost 
pressures took long-term bond 
yields higher, making equities 
look even more overvalued. 

-Diane Coyle 
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GOLF 


Montgomerie clears 
the way to America 


Ever in the news, Colin 
Montgomerie has 
written to members of 
the US Ryder Cup team 
he criticised at 
Yalderrama. Today, he 
leads Scotland in the 
Alfred Dunhill Cup, as 
Andy Farrell reports from 
St Andrews. 

Before the golf, here are the 
day's list of denials: Mark 
James does not have a burning 
desire to be the Ryder Cup cap- 
tain; Miguel Angel Martin is 
100 per cent fit again and wants 
to forget the past; and Colin 
Montgomerie regrets the com- 
ments which have fuelled such 
a furore in America. 

There was a long list of 
“Any other business" on the 
agenda here yesterday. Mont- 
gomerie's pre-tournament ad- 
dress to the press was prefaced 
with a written statement on 
which he would not entertain 
questions. Prior to the Ryder 
Cup. Montgomerie was asked 
to justify his assertion that the 
American team was not as 
strong as many thought. What 
followed was an analysis of 
each of the US players, much 
of which was borne out by 
what happened at Vaiderrama. 

Among the highlights were 
that Tiger Woods may win five 
points but could not win the 
Cup on his own; no one would 
he intimidated by playing Jeff 
Maggcrt; and that Brad Faxon 
does not hit the ball straight 
enough for Vhider rama. Where 
Monty strayed too far was in 
saying that because of his di- 


vorce, Faxon may not be men- 
tally ready for the match. 

By the time the comments 
were heavily quoted, misquot- 
ed and, in Montgomerie's view, 
“twisted” on the other side of the 
Atlantic, matters had got out of 
hand. With the Scot likely to play 
full-time in the States next year 
things needed cooling down. 

"My remarks did not come 
out as I intended and J regret 
this has occurred," Mont- 
gomerie read. “I especially re- 
gret the personal nature of 
remarks about members of the 
US team. I have written to each 
person on the team who was 
named in the press and to cap 
tain Tom Kite and I have made 
special efforts to discuss the sit- 
uation with Brad Faxon and I 
shall always be grateful to him 
and shall respect his under- 
standing which, under the cir- 
cumstances, has been so 
professional 

“It has been particularly 
disappointing to me that oth- 
er parties not directly related to 
the situation have taken h upon 
themselves to comment so ag- 
gressively on uncorroborated 
and distorted reports." 

This was a reference to re- 
marks by US Tour players Fred 
Funk -“Monty is the jerk of the 
world" - and Bob Estes, who 
called him a ‘‘ay baby” and sug- 
gested no one would play prac- 
tice rounds with the Scot 

But Faxon, who beat Mont- 
gomerie at the World Match 
Play at Wfentworth last week and 
is a member of the defending 
American Dunhill Cup side, 
came out in support. “I don’t 
think Colin’s words were mean- 
spirited," he said. Faxon also 


said anyone cold-shouldering 
the Scot was worried about 
him taking dollars out of their 
pockets if he plays in America. 

Martin did not want to rake 
over the even greater Ryder Cup 
controversy of his exclusion on 
fitness grounds. Today sees the 
Spaniard’s first competitive 
round since tbe Open in July and 
although bis left wrist is 
strapped, he does not need any 
more treatment or to exercise it. 

Europe's Ryder Cup cap- 
taincy for 1999 is up for grabs, 
but though mentioned in dis- 
patches, James is not doing 
the grabbing. He once said you 
would have to be “stark raving 
bonkers" to want the job. “It is 
a no-win situation," be said 
yesterday. “Even Seve has been 
criticised and he won the thing." 
But, the increasingly skilled 
political operator that be is, 
James added: “It is something 
that if it ever came along I'd 
have to think about at the time 
it was offered." 

James leads an England 
team that includes Lee West- 
wood and Russel] Qaydon and 
has been drawn against 
favourites America, who con- 
sist of Faxon, Mark O'Meara 
and Justin Leonard. The tough- 
est of the four groups - the 
round-robin system lasts three 
days while it takes as long for 
someone to work out who qual- 
ifies for the semi-finals and 
final on Sunday - is that con- 
taining Scotland, South Africa. 
Ireland and Germany. 

ALFRED DUNHILL CUP DRAW (91 ARkm 
today uiB Sunday): Group O ne: United 

Ttnc Soutti Africa Sectoral treted Goman* 
Grom Four aitetowa Mow Zwfcnd Sadi Ko- 
rea, soak, Wtnnm at aacti aoup quant/ tor 
MOMnato on SuntSap Gimp On* * Group mo. 
Croup Three v Group Fax. 


BASEBALL 

Marlins quick 
to join big fish 
in ball pond 

Kevin Brown pitched a com- 
plete game as the Florida Mar- 
lins became the quickest 
expansion team to reach the 
^forid Series by beating the de- 
fending champions, the Atlanta 
Braves, to win the National 
League Championship Series. 

“We’re there," said Flori- 
da's manager, Jon Leyiand, af- 
ter Tuesday's decisive 7-4 
victory. “I told our dub all 
along that I thought we were 
one club that could beat the 
Atlanta Braves.” 

The Marlins scored four 
times in the first inning 
against Tom Glavine and held 
on to win tbe series 4-2. 

Florida, who entered the 
league in 1993, eclipsed the 
mark of eight years set by the 
1969 New York Mets for 
quickest expansion team to 
reach the World Series, doing 
it in its fifth season. 

The upstart Marlins will 
face the winners of the Amer- 
ican League Championship 
Series between the Cleveland 
Indians and Baltimore Ori- 
oles, with Games 1 and 2 of 
the World Series in Miami on 
Saturday and Sunday. Cleve- 
land leads Baltimore 3-1. 

Brown (2-0), scratched 
from one start and pushed 
back from another due to a 
viral infection, scattered 11 
hits, but only three after the 
fourth inning. He walked one 
and struck out eight while 
throwing 140 pitches. 

“This is not about me," 
said Brown, who persuaded 
Leyland to leave him in the 
game in the seventh inning 
when the manager was about 
to pull him. “What I had to do 



Florida Marlins pitcher Kevin Brown (right) celebrates 
WWi team-mate Charles Johnson Photograph: Reuter 


is no thing compared to what 
this team has done all year 
long." 

Leyland’s Pittsburgh 
Pirates lost National League 
Championship Series to 
Cincinnati in 1990 and the 
Braves in 1991 and 1992. One 
of his top players with tbe Pi- 
rates was his current third 
baseman, Bobby Bontiia. 

The pair wept together 


on the field after the game. “Tt 
was a great deal of emotion." 
Bo nilla said. “It took a long 
time to get here. I'm glad it 
was with Jim Leyland." 

The Marlins were the 
National League wild card, 
finishing behind the Braves in 
the Eastern Division but beat- 
ing them eight times in 12 
games during the regular 
season. 
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Woodward looks 
for new Guscott 


Clive Woodward says he 
has the “skeleton” of his 
first England side in 
mind, but Jeremy 
Guscottis absence has 
deprived the coach of 
the backbone he badly 
wanted. Chris Hewett 
gauges the new regime’s 
reaction to a serious 
body blow. 

Gorgeous Gus was unusually up 
front about his injury situation 
yesterday; no evasion, no pre- 
varication, no double talk. “I'm 
devastated," said England’s 
midfield diamond. “When will 
we next see New Zealand, Aus- 
tralia and South Africa here 
over four consecutive week- 
ends? Fd dearly love to play but 
r ealistically .' I'm unavailable 
for selection.” 

That's that, then. Guscott's 
problem, a b ulg in g disc in the 
lower bade that prevents him 
from r unning at anything more 
ha If pace, means Clive 
Woodward and his fellow se- 
lectors must reconsider their en- 
tire back-line strategy. Indeed, 
the coach owned up to as much 
before casting an educated eye 
over the remaining contenders 
during yesterday’s training pow- 
wow at Bisham Abbey. 

*A fit Jerry Guscott at tire top 
of his form would have been in 
the side to play Australia next 
month and he’d have been 
picked at outside centre, which 
1 regard as a key position if 
you're looking to play the game 
a certain way." he admitted. “Wi 
now have to reassess whether we 
can play the same game we were 
planning, whether there is some- 


one like Jeny who can cope with 
tbe same sorts of demands. 1 m 

not going to lose any sleep over . 

it, though; this could have hap- 
pened a couple of days before 
a Test or midway through a 

World Cup campaign.” . 

All of which impacted on A v 
Woodward’s earlier admission 
that he would be quite prepared 
to play the odd player out of po- 
sition - or, at least, in a role oth- 
er than the one he might 
perform at dub JeveL “Nothing 
is out of the question. It's not 
easy asking players to chop and 
change but in some positions — 
blind-side flanker and No S for 
instance, or stand-off and inside 
centre - it is Jess of a problem." 

Interesting. What price 
Mike Can. the Bath stand-off; 
filling the cavernous gap left by 
his mercurial club-mate? 
Wbodward would not be drawn 
cm specifics but his obvious will- 
ingness to explore every con- 
ceivable possibility throws open 
the exciting prospect of a brand 
new midfield axis. .. 

Woodward was more forth- fy 

coming on his plans for a suc- 
cessful negotiation of this 
autumn's triple-header with the 
southern hemisphere invasion 
force. In effect, the 36 squad 
members will be a touring par- 
ty in their own country, staying 
together for the four-week du- 
ration of the p re -Christmas in- 
ternational programme. 

The All Blacks will play 
midweek matches against Eng- 
land A. England Emerging 
Players and an Allied Dunbar 
Premiership Select, but all three 
sides will be drawn from Wood- 
ward's squad. “I don't want 
people sitting on a bench for a 
month," said the coach. "They'D m-' 
all get a chance to play." 




Who is the greatest footballer of all time? 
Now you can help us choose. Because Eng- 
land, the home of the world’s greatest sport, 
is about to become the permanent venue for 
the International Football Hall Of lame, 
backed by the Independent and the Profes- 
sional Footballers' Association. And we 
need you to decide which of the game’s he- 
roes should be first to be inducted. 

Over the next few weeks with your help, 
we wQl pick the best 25 of all time to be in- 
augurated in November in the official Hall 
Of Fame, lb qualify, your pick must have 
played for his country and have retired for 
three years. 

So get voting now. What we need you to 
do is nominate up to four players for elec- 
tion to the Hall Of Fame. Simply follow the 
instructions on the right. 

Internet: You can also cast your vote on 
the Internet at wwwjsporting-Iife.com. 

This is how it all works. 

•Apiayerof any nationality can be elected. 
He must have been retired for three years 
and have gained a full cap. Anyone can make 
up to four nominations. 

• A nomination must be sent to tbe 
International (football Half Of Fame on an 
Official Vbting Form, by telephone to a reg- 
istered number, or via the Internet 

• Voting ends on Sunday November 9, 1997. 
The five players with most nominations wfll 
automatically be elected. 

• A Selection Committee made up of sev- 
en retired players from different countries, 
with a chairman from the PFA, will draw 
up a short list of 60 players from those who 
receive most votes. This list is given to a pan- 
el of football journalists, chaired by the Mir- 
ror's Harry Harris. Each will choose a top 
20. The 20 players who receive most votes 
will be elected. 


YOUR VOTE COUNTS 
make sure you use it! 


Who is the greatest? 


When selecting your play- 
ers for the International 
Hall of Fame, you have 
the chance to make 
FOUR votes and four 
votes ONLY. Remember 
your votes count, as the 
top five players overall 
from all the votes received 
will automatically go into 
The Hall of Fame. 

In the table below, we 
have listed 250 players 
who could all be in con- 
tention. Tb make your se- 
lection, all you have to do 
is select your choice of up 


to four players. If you 
wish you may select only 
one, but FOUR is the 
maximum. Select up to 
four players, noting down 
their code numbers and 
then call 0930 565 996. 

First of all, you will be 
asked to cany out a quick 
test to determine what 
type of phone you have. 
You will then be directed 
to enter your chosen play- 
er codes. At the end of the 
call, you wifi be asked to 
leave your name and ad- 
dress. Your votes will be 


registered against your 
name. 

VOTE NOW on: 0930 
565 996 

If the player or players 
you wish to vote for are 
not listed below, you can 
vote for them by using the 
form below and sending it 
to: The Independent Hall 
of Fame, PO Box 6927, 
London E3 3NZ. Postal 
entries must be received 
by November 8. 

Please note, you should 
use the form only if your 
selections are not listed in 


the table below. If you ex- 
perience problems vot- 
ing, call our helpline: 0990 
800 283. You cannot reg- 
ister your vote on this 
line. Vole lines close on 
November 9, 1997. Re- 
public of Ireland number 
is 1550 123 302 (Tone 
phones only). 

Calls should last no more 
than two mins. SOp per 
minute at all times 
Calls from Republic of 
Ireland cost 58p per 
minute include VAT. 


The players 


Hall of Famers 


MY V OTES 

Name 
I 


Country 




A -S: 

Yoervium^ 



— ; — 
c?- 


Postcode, 
Tab 


CODE PLAY® 

„ . GOALKEEPERS 
300, Gorton Banks 
Vft Rata 
,W~ ArtDftto Carbajal 
-aS RayOamenoa 
a» (fetal Dasayn 
307 fax 
309 Harry Gregg 
280 feJemtigs 
aXt JacfcKtfcay 

3Sf Sepptoter 

Jem-Marie Pbfl 
33& Ranfisflknznicfca 
337- HaraU Sctunadar 
■338 RanSprtngHll 
330 Frank Swift 
3% LbtYkNi . 

5*3" RJeario Zamora 
34* DinoZofl 
DSSOfflS 
<s«c Carte AJDerw 
<03 Lugl Atemancl 
30* Manual Amorra 
JhmyArmfleW 
$0? Kbits Auganfltaier 
-4W. Kent Beattie 
.403: Rain Beckenbauer 
400" fettBreftner 
48 1> Terry 
.433 Roger Byrne 
-43€> Antonio Cabrini 

435 Camacho 

436 JackCtamn 
■43T Hector OumpBaz 
43a George Cahsi 
1438 Son Cafes 

£4Q- Qadnto FaccfteU 
Tommy Gemmd 
444 Cbudo Gentle 
AS: Eric Berets 
.44?: Alan Hansen 
■flff EASs Hapoootf 
.449; BnstHappei 
450. Errfjm Hughes 
Norman Hour 
35J Junior 
'jfSS Ruud Kid 
457 Bobby Moore 
.558: Monen Olsen 
-454 DrtlPBsareto 
m Att Ramsay 
45$ KGonySansom 
484 MteSnos 
466 UlSdeKB 
'468 Marta lrtsor 
467 1 Batt Vogts 
.W RsyWtsoo 
464 ftoytlcfaiM 
470. Mick IHs 
473- liWSOUOrti 


TEAM 

Errand 

France 

Merieo 


Brad 

N Ireland 

NHand 

Wales 

Germany 

Belgian 

Czech's 

Gernwry 

Entfand 

En^and 

USSR 

Spain 

lay 

Brad 

wy 

Rasa 

Enpnd 

Germany 

Entfand 

Germany 

Germany 

Entfrt 

tty 

SpaM 

England 

feu 

Entfrt 

Btfand 

aaly 

Scotland 

tty 

Betfum 

Scotland 

Eng&nd 

Austria 

Entfand 

England 

Brazil 

Holland 

Engirt 

Denmark 

Argadna 


1474- Bflywtgffi 
475 Johnny Carey 


Brad 

Gvnany 

Fmcs 

Senary 

England 

Engirt 

ErtfmJ 

ArgenUra 

8 Italy 

Engrt 

as 


476 David Oleary 

477 K-Heinz5cf!ne»Tger 
476 W Stanley 

.475 MamyKartz 
UTOfiaOERS 
m Ossie AnSes 
805 AlanBal 
» fendrWasran 
607- An Baxter 
WB WiM 
606 Danny BtancMovrar 
W Rainer BontaJ 
333 Gbrpero Bonbertt 

Wt Uni Brady 
63 S Hare Mar WegeJ 
OSS' Ttevor BrooMng 
B3?_ JanCedemans 
688 Bobby Qaiton 

Mario Cofure 
m Bnino Conk 
.643; Date Cooper 
.64* Pat Grarand 
,645 Johan Cmyf( 

.646: ftny Carte 
W Kadmarz Deyra 

m du 

MlT Duncan Edwanls 
660 Roberto F*ao 
£53 Uis Fernandez 
664 Gerry Rands 
-ES? DeRpMfe&nan 
Gerson 

85? Johnny Gles 
;SS& AtaWGiresse 
W George Graham 
866: John Harem 
«i Ray Kennedy 

685- Peter Lortner 
B&, Dave today 
$39; JoeMetcer 
j£4. Arnold Mufrai 
-Su. Jrrism Hee&era 
6?S GorarRecer 
W* Ernst OnAX 
ffl ¥ Amorir Pareto 
m Martin tea* 
.HBTMcMfednf 
883. vsdy Rats 
684.: Arid* Raain 
flSB PMerRM 
m Roberta Rtafe» 
m Bond Schuster 
589 Seattle 
GfU Graeme Sotitns 
4B1 Nolfty SON 
H8d MacoTfedei 
.S8£ JesnUguia 
fm JogeValdano 
®7 fere TTTKartf off 
-890. Mtyv'd-Keriftffl 
AS' VWor 
.708. TferyTtah 
JOf Ron flowers 
3$ AriHaar 


are 

Germany 

Scottand 

Germany 

Argentina 

Engirt 

France 

Scottand 

Engirt 

N Ireland 

Germany 

tty 

Eke 

Germany 

Engirt 

Bs^cm 

Engirt 

Portugd 

Italy 

ScoSrt 

Smart 

Hotrt 

England 

Petard 

Brad 

Engirt 

Brad • 

France 

Engirt 

Portugal 

Braze 

Bt 

France 

Scoaand 

Dorati 

England 

Scottrt 

Scotland 

Endrt 

Hoirt 


Germany 

Austria 

CzEdiTa 

EngM 

ftanee 

USSR 

Argentina 

Er0rt 

Brad 

Germany 

Brad 

Scottrt 

En$rt 

Argentina 

Holland 

H«rt 

Spam 

Wales 

Endrt 

Hdrt 


TO BiyBtemner 
787- Alar James 
TO Marian tosny 
:TO Jimmy Mcfimy 
730 Jrege Boracttaga 
.:1V. FORWARDS 
BOD Andre Abeggan 
832 Aden* 

8» JoseApos 
SOS. Rorian Afcert 
80S- IwABchwtti 
907. Gerry Armstrong 
BOS LteArlime 
8C& Georgl Aspanndiov 
33£t Jett Asile 
832 CMBasttr 
.834 igorBefenov 
m George Best 
858- Roberto Batega 
S3? OegBWrtn 
836 StweBkxmer 
S3 tf ZUgnlew Bordak 
SW- Stan Bowies 
842 Raymond Brake 
849 Rate Carter 
CarteCaszely 
;B48 UckOonnon 
9<s Join Cttarte 
-990 Gmrglo ChrogBa 
853 MarttiCMrara 

£S4 AfenCbrie 
85S fflcCoppens 
as Teoflo Ortas 
SB- Zoter Cztnr 
;«8 Kenny WgDsfi 
W 8 DUeDean 
an. AlbedodStaran 
863 DsakDougan 
884- OagsiDzalc 
■S6B. Praban E&jaar 
86T EosaMl 
SOS'- aoraradFaiari 
888 . Bemrt Feneyra 
SHf Tbm Fhney 
673; Jrtt Fontafns 
674. 'BworFrands 
.S3. Hu0eQafe£fter 
.878 Gentitea 
877. Frandsco Gento 
S78- Dale George 
379: Andy Gray 
•386 Francesco Matt 
.663 Mm/ Graves 
SSt GumarGren 
Bffi - Gotrard Hatted 
SBS. Jotmy Hancocks 
■W Mm Haynes 

888, WwHrtoson 
Nando HkJsjtaiti 
m GeoflHurat 
■m. Tommy HuUttsm 
-884 Ja«Wio 
S06 jnBnyJetwrtene 
W: Kmi Keegan 


Scottand 

Scottand 

Czacti'ta 

Ntert 

Argentina 

Swtc'tand 

Brad 

Ponugal 

Himgary 

Wales 

Nkeiard 

Argentina 

Engirt 

Engirt 

USSR 

Nkefend 

tty 

USSR 


Endrt 

Betemi 

Engirt 

CMe 

Engbnd 

MUes 

tty 

England 

Engirt 

Belgium 

feu 

Hungary 

Scottand 

Engirt 

Sp*t 

N Wand 

YlteStevta 

Denmark 

fetuga/ 

tty 

Aigetdbia 

Engirt 

France 

Engted 

Scottrt 

Brad 

Spain 

Engirt 

Scottand 

Bitty 

Endrt 

Sweden 

Austria 

Endand 

Engirt 

Snort 

Huttot 

Endand 

ScoOrt 

Brad 

Scotrt 

England 


896 Mario Kampes 
faa SandorKocsis 
'000 Raymond Kopa 
8B3 HansKranld 
964 GnBgorzLato 
90S Darts law 
996 Tommy Lawton 
807 Francis Lee 
908 Leonidas da Sira 
809 BayUddei 
320 AinJackson 
923- Amaro Varela 
Amando 

: 924 JowAugosto 
SZS JofemyRep 
» Gary Unto 
833 1 Pterre Uttbared 
9S* Nat Lofthousa 
835 Matote MacDonald 
:«8 VWIMarrton 
338 - Stariey Uattltews 
S3S, SarekoMazzoia 
ftft: Jntmy McGrrry 
944 JaddeWrum 
9« - StanMonansen 
9#GartUuHff 
347. ZderekNehoda 
848 fev Osgood 
350 WottgangOraratti 
ggy pale 

BM' Roger fetrioni 
m. SftrtoPWa 
95& flemlng fensen 
SB T- Ferenc Puste 
ES?: tttRtfWn 
,9S; CyrifcRegls 
860. Rotrte Rereenbrink 
863- JohnRteanb 
964 Littgl Rfea 
SEE Giami Rivera 
965. Paolo Rossi 
,®7 IWI Runwnerfgge 

968 JuanAScMMoo 
8 Vf Urn Sealer 

971 Oragoste Setattsac 
974: ten Sasston 
SfB Write Srnonar 
S77- Afen Simorsen 
iWB' Agne Sknonsson 
878 Frai* StapWon 
960- Joacltkn SMcb 
W Tommy Taylor 
994 Tostao 
96S- Marco to Sasan 
506- Frankie VcTBa 
■967; Enrtr Vandatfwgii 
688 Vm 

OB' Nonnanmrtde 

699- Emst WrliiTDysta 

89G Derrts Wrtw 
8 at FnAVtomraon 
896 MarioZagalo 
997- flea 
SSS Roger Hunt 

969 Rodney Maran 


Argortha 

Hrmgary 

France 

Austria 

Poland 

ScoOrt 

England 

England 

Brad 

Scotland 

Scottand 

Spam 

Portugd 

Hoirt 

Engbnd 

Germany 

Engirt 

England 

England 

Endrt 

tty 

Scottand 

Engirt 

Engtend 

Germany 

Czschta 

Engbnd 

Germny 

Brad 

France 

tty 

Dorak 

Hungary 

Garrrtany 

England 

Hoirt 

Engirt 

tty 

tty 

tty 

Gwmany 

Uruguay 

Gemrany 

v ugosav ia 

Engirt 

USSR 

Denmsfc 

Sweden 

Bra 

EGermany 

Engirt 

Brail 

Hotrt 

Bertum 

Belgium 

Brazil 

N Intend 

Port 

England 

Engirt 

Brazft 

Biajt 

Engrand 

Engirt 


RALLYING 


McRae wins thanks to Liatti’s ‘lateness’ 


Colin McRae completed an ex- 
traordinary comeback yesterday 
when he won the Rally of Italy 
in San Remo and kept alive his 
challenge for the world cham- 
pionship thanks to Subaru team 
orders. 

McRae, world champion in 
1995, finished ahead even 
though his Subaru team-mate, 
Italy’s Pierro Uatti, came home 
first. Liatti was given a 10-sec- 
ond penalty for arriving late at 

CRICKET 


the final service check-in after 
being told to do so by his 
team. 

Liattfs overall time, with the 
penalty added, was 4 hr Smin 
31sec, leaving him six seconds 
behind the triumphant ScoL 
McRae finished the final stage 
with an overall time of 4:08.25. 

The world championship 
leader, Tommi Makinen of Fin- 
land, came in third for Mit- 
subishi to retain his comfortable 


lead in the title race. He now has 
56 points, nine more than 
Spain’s Carlos Sainz, who was 
fourth for Ford. 

McRae is third with 42 
points with two rounds of this 
year's 14-round, series remain- 
ing. “It is going to be very tough 
to win the title because I am go- X 
ing to need a lot more than just * l/ ' 
luck from now on." McRae 
said. “If it wasn't for Pierro, I 
would not be where 1 am now." 


Taylor begins the season with a century 


Australia's Test captain, Mark 
Tayior. hit an unbeaten centu- 
ry on the opening day of the 
Sheffield Shield season yes- 
terday. 

He scored 116 not out as 
New South Wales reached 290 
for 3 at dose of play against the 
Shield champions, Queensland, 
at Brisbane’s Gabba Ground. 


In Adelaide, visitors Tas- 
mania laboured to 264 for 8 
against South Australia, 
Michael Di Venulo celebrating 
bis selection for Australia's 
one-day side by scoring 68. 

At the Gabba. Taylor shared 
an unbroken 186- run partner- 
ship for the fourth wicket with 
fellow Test batsman Michael 


Bevan, who scored 104 not out. 

But all-rounder Steve 
\*fcugb, whose appointment as 
Australia's one-day captain on 
Tuesday almost certainly means 
an end to Thylor's international id 
limited-overs career, missed out ' 

Waugh was run out for 1 1 
when he slipped in trying to re- 
cover his ground. 


NEWS SPORT WHAT’S ON FTJN KNOWLfDGE MONEY SHOPPING TALK INTERNET 



“Who has the best football 
coverage on the Net?” 

You can always catch the latest football news with UneOne, the UK entertainment and Internet 
service UneOne provides the most comprehensive sports service around, with stories and reports 
from Sky, leading newspapers and the best sources on the Internet Whether it's 
World Cup news you want, or coverage of your favourite dub, you win always have it at y^r fingertips. 

Try UneOne and the Internet FREE. Call 0800 111 210 . 
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Central Park carrying Whatcombe confidence 


j^cjui**y 

q jitS 


Seven years on there is an- 
other flaxen figure emerging 
from Whaicnmhc lo do battle 
in the juvenile play-off. Central 
Park, loo. may He overpriced 
(his trainer certainly thinks m») 
as he goes into a fust Saturday 
Dewhurst. 

Daggers Drawn, who. like 
Centra! Park, is going for a 
fourth consecutive victory and 
Xaar. France's Prix do la Sala- 
mandre winner, arc both pre- 
ferred in the betting. Yet a form 
line through Docksider. whom 
Central Park heal comfortably 
at Goodwood, makes Cole's 
representative at least as good 
a horse as Daggers Drawn. In 
addition, the Goodwood third. 
Little Indian, has since gone on 
lo capture the Group Three Si >- 
lario Slakes. 

Central Park has already 
detonated one huge reputation, 
when beating Cape Veuli in the 
Chesbam Stakes at Royal As- 


Saturday’s Dewhurst 
Stakes promises to point 
to who will win the 2,000 
Guineas in 1998. 

Paul Cole, the trainer, 
believes he has a colt 
capable of winning both 
races. Richard Edmondson 
reports. 


It was in the Dewhurst Slakes 
of 1990 that the winner glori- 
ously lived up to his name. Gen- 
erous, the flowing chestnut, 
was relumed at 50-1 for his 
grateful followers. 

Sue* a.price seems ludicrous 
now that we are able to employ 
hindsight Paul Cole’s colt went 
on to win a Derby and a King 
George VI & Queen El izab eth 
Stakes as he made an early ap- 
plication for the horse of the 
decade laurels. 


NEWMARKET 

HYPERION 

1.30 Ringleader 3.40 Consort (nb) 

2.05 Heritage 4.15 Baffin Bay 

2,35 PERSfANO (nap) 4.50 Santflfana 

3.10 AnseUman 

GOING: Straight Course - Good to Soft Remander Good 
STALLS: M races far tstie. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona 

• Fight -hand couw with Vn2f straight. 

• Course Is SW of town on A1304 Bus ink from Cambridge and Newmarket stations 
ADMISSION: Club E6-E2S (16 to 25-year-olds C8): Grandstand & Paddock 55- Ct? fi6 to 
2S-y»af-otd8 55); Ring £3-55 CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: H Cadi 45-B7£341%). J QOSden 29-192 (155%). BH IBs 24-209 

R Hannon 23-342 {57%). L Cumani 21-166 (12.7%) 

, • LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori 63-363 (M6%X M Hitts 28-263 VOtA>\ R HWte 24-186 
(125%) J Reid 34-273 (88%), T Olrinri 21-281 (75%) 

• Favourites: 217-671 (323%l 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Mr Uiyogi (taO). Csfestlai Choir (20S) (visored). Sara Moon Oa» 

SRC (235j (vteored) 

|.i on l EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS SELLING STAKES 20 *>**) 1 BaMns 362--.- 

1 | (CLASS E) £ 7,000 added 2YO 7f Penalty Value £6,028 - - - - — D * t ' 3 83 

1 605834 ARM AND A LEG (22) IMrc 9 P Aggo] C Ctoyer 9 2 - JHM19 kiting- 13-2 Aeriacn Pate. 152 Hsiliagifa-lBinErOVM; 10-1 CNMflil Choir, Qsnce So &rit». 

2 003304 HLGRAVEIS) (Ft JOriey Tee) C Dwyer Bit JForttmBlO 1M 14-1 Genaro* Ubra. Miali. Yteto, 

3 20 FLYING BOLD (26) (Ms H Levy) W Mr 3 It Hartm Dejer 17 

4 320004 ltAU0RABAY(1D] IDarid JWraer) MTbnpcrsBli - ^^^4B7SSendBB6-1 P AtaTu^tta-i « O w 

5 0606 NRIIIYAGip7)paKlytTOiSlattKUd)AB^eyB11 DVM0B7B FORM GUIDE 

6 (£443 OHSQEASY(25) (EaanrfHarherehpNo2I BMeNon8ii ;. j ?”«» !? John Gotten saved HERITAGE from the heavy ground at Ascot IBS Saiuday and the 

7 OPBTCWJHTfMMJftrtwffRSnpsonan ...MGafagterB on tf* rncra sw«* aaltea Wantage fcx^tte type »pre^ 

B 0 PMNCE OXLEY (M)(ay3nFMTS*)GHfcn» flit A Ckefc23 tf* iqm gm V Hanrfcap at Royal Ascot and the form was ghran a 

9 5(0005 RINGLEADER (21) lAsn) P CdeB A T &OmS B ^^jj^^tienthes^ndlfl^i^MAscateciFrldBySotolllOi^v^f*^)^ 

t) 00 ROCKSOUMJS(14)(»5Shrt^AnnelBE!lNCa!as^an8T1 .SDnaweB won hfcn«dBnraBrah with aftwrasu*itarai6day3Bga 

11 00 SLHJIIE8E (15) (Contrac Prerxsons Lid) N Trite 8 H - - JV Ryan 2 2 ^^dear^teadng two out Solo Mdmeeb^thrtDani»Soajft»Bi7«Jwor9B 

12 0 SlffERCHlEF (28) [Sr FrWkto Ljtef) Mss B Sanders 8 11 SSwuirsa R*ra RoHa rftxxlh) Bfc and Papua (Bxth) 9 faAwtoonPt»tt. a »W amu5dV 

13 055640 TOM DOUGAL (26) IMre N Stwwni C 5n4h B 11 £1522 21 Goodwood Isa threMu^ a low wei^^ htsteysigontf*^»toaJ3* 

14 00000 HM3E (20) (GStartaglM Kqmes 6 II -GCwwa Haytfack. Cetetfta Choir has a Sib penalty tar ^ Eapresa * 

S ®»3 BUEZOLA(29)(acrhl*ndP3nnBrefTo)UMB6 BM jtonQ ia andUw harty n»ra briwaya dBBaN to when ^ wrton Owty^of 

* OW WHY LANE (USA) (IS) [Qte Racng CLii) PRYfetowBB _ __ _R Pwtnoi 27 oound. Along wtm Fbrza flgfe Rag Aii 0 »«j« 

17 000 fiftWSQMAff7)(D8fangeCCBag8Hac«)FteinBB{B97))Klfc/tofe Bg..— - — -- guar, who has 8to more to <a«ry an d the ionw Torn 

„ DOToonhoeSO m>Mnri S^nrSnoor Chambtav ra Epsom (Preeent Anas behind hm) eft* the 

« 032300 FANT 1 DANCS1 (9) (HF) (Ms B Bal) B Meefan B 6 — .. On farm mee wtth MtarOflnr, itoero *• **»*' w * 0 

G 000 RVE FAIRIES (22)(lfcT A Foreran) NCtorfw 86 last year end he woe hankered at Ascot last tsne. Selechon: HOTTW* 

20 4335 FRAWOE FAIR (74) iLSchae* l«) M Anris B 6 — — ROjctowa r-= 

2 ) 0433 9 IPUU 3 VE DEQSION ( 13 ) (LadpWOdRachgCib) M Meade NQK SPARK PLUGS NURSERY HANDICAP Q 4 

i js ^!^iasr ^ 

S 000 BaBSS&.e ir - “72SI * S " 

5 B!ssawsag 1 i.«-.. •»«"" 1 js issraRiaesRsssizdHw 

■ • -Safarf sks 

What beate MADAME S^^Lodge Patn asripe) M 6aan~S3 D MgraghJT) 1 ^ 

"™^ v gageuff«iw>io«*t»ci— T«- - -»«— wn m 

sw*"— “"—assr" 

a^is^siEWSrta^jsasa :ttraKW»«ss- 


cot. and wav denied the chance 
uf spiiiling another when a 
blood disorder prevented him 
compel ing in (lie National 
Stakes won Kv King Or Kings. 
“He had a mild infection and 
when we blood-tested him be- 
fore the race in Ireland he was 
in the rtxtwvry stage," Cole said 
yesterday. “But he's back now 
and worked rcallv well this 


s Benny Rk Mp 


3.10 Newmarket 

c h _l L 

Uu U-1 141 in . Mri- 

frl 2W_204 %hL 

WaiSort 4H.1 ao-i 404 

Bowden fltMB tM 1 H 

COde&knhr 16-1 »i W lM. 


riiiii unu uwi«o«» *“ v , ". _ , U L e — chfllDptO 11 i t ,. w s. nW w n i M 81 

eompletelydilfcrcmhorsta.su Saiurday mighl be seven-fur- preparation Lir the '.wm- fibre’s Loup Sauvagc*. ~ „ H 


you can’t really eoropare them. 
Generous was on his way hack 
alter a big disappointment, 
blowing out at Deauvfllc [when 
Ithh of 1 2 behind Hector Pro- 
tector in the PrL\ Moray], so 
this horse is following a total- 


long horses, pure and simple. 
We're taking it bit by bit, but I 
suppose if he wins the De- 
whurst, then. yes. he will go for 
the Guineas." 

Saturday's offerings will also 
include guest performances 


Cup, whOe Bosra Sham, last 
veat's winner of the Champion 
Stakes, will parade as part of 
her final public appearance. 
This year’s Champion will see 
Willie R.vun attempt to repeat 
his Derbv success on John Gos- 


NKWMAKKET 

1415: HERITAGE lets huen a tval- 
i*n iJMiuriti' mi HnlU runs since he 
won convincingly at lviy.J Ascot. 
But this colt i-> cvpcctcd (» make 
amends di/s auUimn. tidier Offer. 
unlucky in running when finishing 
(ourth last time out . seems sure lo 
reach the frame, while Snlo Mio 
shotted considerable impnwemeni 
on l his lrack iitsl monih. 

_I_fJ 

135: PKKSLVNO was beaten levs 
than three lenetlis when fourth of 
{7 n> Sky Ki teket at Nottiiidum. 1 1c 
w:r noi cKcn a hard time in the riov 




Pyan was yesterday confirmed 
as the Benn/s partner. 

Saturday’s bejewelled card 
also includes the Cesarewitch 
and has persuaded the course 
executive to refer lo their 
events, rather grandly, as 
Champions Day. This has en- 
tailed asset-stripping the o» her 


|l* >ha v^MJi 1 UU. 111 Y ii laHCU abaci " 30 l rr*“& . 

HYPERION'S K^cbcaiM^fr^Tfcte can and pimi.rs shou ld noK; ta, and today's 

mL “— ^-SES'ISS iSSSSLSii ^-rwsS 

TV T 1 P S 4- > .- •*-» 52USS. r£™S5K 


ing stages und is likeh to make a 
hold bid in hb> lir>t outing in fuintf- 
icap company. The stable is in 
form. Dernier Cfoi.se looks dan- 
geroas among llwise drawn lew. 

CKXJ 

3.10: This sprint handicap, won by 
a 25- 1 nuisiiin Iasi year, once again 


hcsl to rely on one that will be held 
up to deliver a laic challenge. 
ANSEULMAN has been in esculleni 
bean oflaie and ihis seven-year-old 
grey Ls likely to he picking up the 
leaders on the climb to the finish. 
His capable rider's 5lh claim could 
well prove invaluable. Crofters 
Ceilidh, the mount ot Sch Sanders, 
is another in fine Iciile - but it may 
be significant that Frankie Deilon 
has been booked tor sublemalc The 
Gay Foil 


months ago when a 50- ( shot won. 
John Gosdcn b invariably among the 
winners at this lime of year and he 
suJJlcs Mount HoU}- This lightly 
raced ihree-vcarndd may wed show 
improvement on his latest run. 
which was his first outing since May. 
The one to be’ on. though, would 
seem lo be CONSORT, though his 
odds are unlikely to be generous. 
Amanda Perreu's runner was sec- 
ond in a valuable 22 -nmner hand- 
icap at Ascot three weeks ago. 


quite easily be labelled 
Mediocre Day- Channel 4 tele- 
vise four races, four of which 
arc handicaps- 

With an average field of 24, 
this is a day when stakes should 
be limited to the stuff you find 
down the back of the sofa. Ce- 
lestial Choir (2.05) is a bit 
enigmatic but last week's York 
winner has the ability to follow 


Oau ffi en U m m frl »3_ — — 

Basic 3am 7-1 Fl frt W_ 

Hsflol— r 28-1 20-1 £1 -SL 

Supjy,M«^i 7-1 7-1 7-1 7-1 

U tejjggE 1 2-1 jgj -gj— KL 
Laq oOYaair u-i vn MU M-i_ 
rtanltCnaamr Bj in JH- 

Bopert ory ^ 1 2D^20j_-^L 

AwaftMB w 6-1 M_ «-L 

TtaGwfa »i M M JS3- 
mn Mcr 8M 50:l_gL-SL 

EaSitwj; a ijurter ffs cdffi. ^effl 1. i a * 

C - Cod H- WttnHt L- LaJidesT- ■*» 

up, while Crofters Ceilidh 
(3.10) is due u win and is com- 
ing to the boil at the right lime. 

Dancing Wolf I next best 
2.35) could be well in on her 
Kempton third to Refined. 
MASTER BEVELED (nap 
3.40) is gelling on a bit but he 
has come down in the weights 
and will like the easing ground. 


TvEl FAKENHAM RATED STAKES (HANDICAP) QA 
,UD (CLASS B) £12,000 added 1m 41 - 

fwnwes 

■WO f^£S£NTARMS(USA) (41) (D) prrw Firi Sa*nan1 P Cde49 7 T Outml 96 
V.ATA BETTER OFFER (1«fl))(L*>»ri»iton>»5APHrc»t 5 B3 - . M EMiy l 

C3TO WLUECONOOERpB)(Cth(B4rn»«loabiaAMftrt592... AO*t13 96 

-103D THE DtLETTAWTI (USA) (12) fC) (&*fl d DevcnsfWB) J To*s 4 9 1 SSMM H SS 
60610 H0KEBY BOWL (IB) TOlPailMetoi) (Battig 5 91.. • •_• >%■» ? >g 

-«5JO DANCE SO SUITE n«fOHBF)(JSGu»w)PCcte59l ,RC«fii»»8 

SCOOl SOtOMU3{16){CO)(K#cSa(l)BHIs38Q * 

M0 ASASf138)tQ(Han*JwA)M**^JDirfDp3B12 GOrtirai SO 

■33020 IHTTfATl (USA) (tt) (W) IHooxSan AJ Ibttun) J DrtW 3 8 n .. ^ . -H H—TT ® 

onar c&EsnALCH0iRp)TOHfeCaraB5ito)Jt.EyB7anpo) jFpywiav » 

5-W4 YAROB (41) (lucsyan Sul) HAkerui*489 ® 

VE300 G£J®t0USUBRA(T2)(WhfcSa<8DLaJer3fl8 ' ' I?® 0 " 9 

53C2W F0RZA RGUO (16)((Xd Thoou^tred Racrg PSrtneRhpl B mbig^BB.^- ^ ^ 

JUJ0 HERITAGE Haiti) BO j^^'iiioioiffbed teay Udl J Gwhn 3 B7 

030-M " 

nD-00 BmRREDp^ptalaigarlto'BCUianOPiirt'OS) U‘faH((ans4B7^.^_^^-...^- 

000460 CALYPSO OTAKTC*) (PD's^PHWte'sBB^. L^SJS « 

oantj AERL60N PETE (20) (D) (BF) l^i H Lotto) USn4s383- TSpf**S 98 

-2230 DOUBLE ALLEGED 1USA) W (1*8 H J U Jctw*n 3 83. ~ ----- - — 


tabw PERStANO arri Dsnctnfl WoK Ferwano is sura to to* the guund and a as ,a 
ctatsO faurffr r a me oaennaSy h&bdoas S»-y Pooiex Notwgwi^ 
o Iran a good tantty and had today s 

to Roftwdond Urc Maiaprop (eas-y «mn« at Caitench rwnwne,) at orH terBwti 

StmSr arariotMsSvSh and a ttW «ice) IncnMoogs «ty 
Saeaal Tioai fight to3 ox Ycrk. though todays No i sta8 cauf d prp tv a 
_i __ mm — vvwi -nr. m Rmtj «hn Khovrtfi beas naffONM 3 %<JMf Khcyrah 


p^T^ithnVWirm^BraPSljn Berry whaKhoyrMt beat narrow*/ a Re«y Khwran 

SMB toy wvo could HT^evaturthw Prarahun Pursuit a luCv enaweg ag 

Laay c « rw farm and tea the Or*, oy we tar vde raiL Stfocflon. P-A&aw 


2 MOD TWPUZaiRp4?(0)lLiflyFjch«««^BHb695 ® 

l ■ SS 

5 540003 DOUBLE SPLBPOW PS) (VOtehre Owen i99G P F d3 a»792 ^ 

6 054040 K)LnSlw"(FR) (TO'(AjRefta^KDntrgpamBr^5Bi - KMtaoBB 101 

7 CR0nD«CElB>1pqfD)(Mi5Uaiy»Wan?gBtt*^S9l SSwdj»4W 

8 023061 DARCETHHBGHTAWW (5) (0) (S ABcbM# B ItaW 3 * O M-- ** 

9 60161 GABJCS10HMa9){D)|HCR^^^Jal«ten3Bn.-- ® 

O 400050 IgLLO MtSTTHl ( 1 *) (D) (Brer. Hhen) T Po«B 6 B T1 — ... -P »^teP)13 TO 

" 443205 SURPRISE HBSMM g)CT(BF)fDR Bb^OTW) >*» J Raredgi 5 B < 

12 230300 TWltt ASSWflPfli) W^^T^P - T0|*w » g 

O 00006 lAGOMVARAHOP6)fe)(THePBT&m3)RWW3toS8T.J»l*cIteyn3B W 

5 52006 MARCH CRUSADSt (33) (IMawN MaMorn) ^ 

6 000304 REPERTORY (S) (D) (U S S»«tr^MSar0R 4 87 — .--g 0 !! ”” 

TS 320C2 ANSHLUAN (51 (CD) lAra^s d VUBtioJ) J Berry 787 £\£**m&Y\ B 1W 

“ THEG«FCK^(IH(6W«^BMc»ttw387 L jSh 2 S 9 

B -00000 URSABIAJ 0 fl(lls)(H»»aate>PX£to'^' 3®7 JOanD2 89 

uwmunwviesam 

i&rnNBrM Garfc Stami. Surpri* Union, 8-1 Bnwdw Rom. 0 awL*toN ||Mw*r« 
Miii.i1Mtl49m 13-1 BokJ Qbt Cratn CaWft, imh Qmdnr, 14-1 Ligi) BIArin^ 
Mn in Doubt* 9|Mndau4 R^wtwy.'nw Gw fee. 3D-1 IMk' T t»* Pw**k S ’ 1 otbBf * 

19BS: IftW^if Escapa 3 8 8 N Carfe* m 22 m 

Oancethen^iuany rewllad in the tenting gnxnd t" 4 ion he hoiGotf 
Ehotid be enough yre in the grart tor 

-oraeiim noth aiw*twi and ftepettixy (fcvnhf &*rprf* MtoMouWI 

« in llfth at Ascrt and a » piR on thb ho^ 

" ■JSJTw ■ ..r, , rnanu rowdrn ROSE Is thfl choice or Der toirtti lo TecnurroMT ax ascoi 
(Hono MtaMr Wi and 7W*c» Am Shvp binped at the aart )^ d * 


27 WJOi ARCOCOlORAf33)IHdBtaS|*«'gfaBLWlDBwwh3BO.. - Uf *?|d|P *P ,S 

a oooo YbUW BUTT (26) (D) p Ne ynan) B Ftera 4 B 0 - ®^Tm 29 » 

» iwm yanEQWOB9H0l WamawM&aBn67g. - r PMtw^MDa » 

1 S MSTD^fnjEd^ax^ArrdPa,^^^ 

... •• — - _ 3p dead o nad — 

betting: ft-1 Uxrt Hot* 10-1 Cowwrt. Silk Si John,! 1-1 U yto.Bw glBd. 

“ l %IU. 161 a«« Pm Madrawt. No Uatt Pressure, Perictov Ybung Pracedert. IWow 
ThUMa fidML 20-1 00*n, 

199& Siodo 5 7 6 Harm Oarer (5/ TO * 

Haunt HdDv irf know more atxwt a barite after ha thrt to Ghato 

anbury masten last month - tte fua ounng »** Way Tteea# 
a WMt nm at hg odds hom Trating Aces, who «M to« 1“ 

MMWi SILK ST JOHN, who 90 «a pound tor 

YMta at Kamnon and subsequently beam sw lengths when Oi to 

Ss®saSssr.ssss"sssS£ss£ 

nr^l EBF CHESTERTON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £9,000 
**• added 2YO 1m Penalty Value £8,334 

2 05 DOtteWjw.2 

5 MTOS)ARR0WpFBlifcfoda>ti4 ltefcSa*fllBaliteB90. — 

6 DWVBIAY 8 HAN Iftw TWoo) R Anrewng gO.— — V SSr i 

7 4 EAQ^S CROSS (USA) p7) ptAOdfcjROurton 90 - - 

8 RWKL«U«ES(BR'fe*xa)C Hogan 90 

9 02 FISOmON(21)(A»wlAI)BrtrtMy90_ - " rSLa 

t> GBO0U5 TOWS (HRHPiro fata SekreniHCenljr 90 

11 55 GU 0 flY 0 FLOYEp^(CMfaRwto<lS) JF Wtelon 90 - 

tt HffiHAMJiaGHTYpr^UotovTBcfljaaai^SO — BHnn«W” 

13 LBION BRtDGE (Manh Myen) J A90 .— .- JwntaiB 

5 2 RAWBOWtOWSpi) (IHtun Al Mtoun) B «B 0 I 

6 RWItnfl)SA)(lAidHo»aiilDBYW(ten)lfcsJCed90 , 

6 0 REGAL WORIARCH (1«) IPre* S V***flJftrtop9 0._ - -?-***"* 1 

17 SC0IWED(GB?(GeoigBSto«*4nWlBfltt^90 *!SSSySii 

« 38 SHEBGANZAR (18) (AiWJTf Sdranou) N Satenun 9 Q - . -Dare 0 ™il 1 Z 

■B UKIIAGIC(lKPacta^awlasUd)JBflrte90 

2 ) LA ROOei£ (Sreed MW» C Maan 8 B - ... ■ •_ - ^ - • „-• 

a 40 SASSY LADY (iqfiraaBteaNBwrwneiPareiBfst^CDwyeiB 9 -AOirt2 

a a»)SUN |C J rtupa) o BwcrtlBS -.....^ - — rVS^SSm 

53 TARTAN IASS (VttYwws Bpeadng and Racing) R Giesi 8 9 Btoocrttekt is 

-23d8Cbred- _ 


_..Paul Eddery 9 100 
flWht3 89 


BETTING: 4-1 BNBnB^, 5-1 Eagte'tCnK«,HM Frea Option, | 

a * 6a ®° * ia ' ^rankte Ortton booked and a good dr*v. Setactton. BOWDBl HOSE j 

[Q ini MILCARS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £8,000 added | C4 j A ttebat yoo/ andoSSlS^Aljaratito isihe dern 

T C - L_ -rr n m ttva reputakw ol BERING GIFTS. A Sbw Hawk cah out ol a M: Pf«P«cBr mare who 

1 5Sl YMJA (25) (D) (lad Vte nqpck) R Cb rton49 P - - .T9pNa^ W aMtwtnpin Anwtca. 

2 04-442 CONSORT ( 18 ) (MnSLWWtwod) W^APariWHS'O — — . ** ?— mias hloWv Barteg Gfts. who tafcd to cope with tha bad growd at Ybik bwra Sarato- 

3 S0500 SKYDO aE(^ (Q(P)(lteO JI^ - M gn^4 9g -..-JHWYCTa 9P antarea «o> ^ ^ 

4 -532(0 GflBH PCWr D) (25) (D) (Daa^i Lnuad) J Fandww 39 9 — J S vrerth today. HMnbow YWaya is nicely bred by Ranbow Quest outoftfw snwtSi^h 

5 ^ YOUNG PfB»BITp9)(P«lB/Krtdj«P Hm» B * Srte tea»1ato inprorar after hw axoalent 

6 30423 SEX 5T JOW (T2)(P)(CH S fartlBAI M HyanSSB— l|sS£2?S ” W »a«id « UM k Cedr B natt*WWferthte ft^B^astoug^SW 

7 4-0000 GRA ND MUS ICA W* [Ifadi 3 BimM) I &Mng 48 7 ” oTBuetro^ and My to come mto he own naxt yaar Eagle* CroMtook^ 

B 250140 CTBEH1ECHN0L0GY pi) (l^(W_JQgttey|B^397..... — HHBilO 90 0 , 8 ^ 0 ® must bo haW to acme ra^d to teto»«*»WBOnlw^buta 

v -.SSSSI’S 


143332 MCHALOWG » (D) (NnrtigaiB Ledge ftrwraKpR M 1 107 

468 SARA NOON CLA^»C (33) (He^wo De,efcpT«« LJratri) ^fy '^7 




1 sixth furiong. Sul there arc some progressive types gstbng the weight. n°- 


54600 SKY DO NE pZH O (D) (Ntes OJIMjl M JWMN-liB ^ 

-G80 YOUNGPfB»BITp9)(Psi^^PHBn«38B- S 

30423 SRKSTJ0WI(72)W(CBSP»1B^MR^39B--. “ 

MDOO GR AND MUS ICA (2^ (Ifadi 3 Rang) I BattW 497 .- 2 

250140 CYBBtlECHNOLDGY (11) (D) (WJGecfafl B ifc 397..— H MHO 90 

1-2300 HO WORE PflESSUfC (1 34) (D) (Pad Greer) 390.. . 

06-500 POAHBCUPffi ( 5 ) (JH Good) S 9 4^ — - " R S^f 

-42020 RERISE TO LOSE ( 21 ) (J C &nCi) J Eie2aca3& 4 R^wa» B7 

204093 D0UBL&Jf4B)(DHAriMage)KMDMH»394. - — .. ^S SiOns^n W 

1D« BnTHDREAMM1)IQwrtaiFW&>»lfaikHera«i)Rlto»oi 393iteneOT** 7 T& 

00004) JAVOYS-TWDpWfDJlRWtvMeflRWhiBtaragaBaq - ■Dew 1 * ****' 6 ^ 77 

MOUNT HOLUf (USA) (27) (BF) [Sha*hjfcbgiiry»a) J 39 1 -k ggg” “ 

505082 NASTetBEVBED^{O3)(^EJWfa^6w»790 JF f£L® % 

200351 PEMC^(12)(liaGayK£^G2ritetareY380._ '"*521 % 

402304 SUAUACH QO) (Nod O w oi n B y) RHeanshwd4 BP- — m 

^64 SreUARUW^(e 7 )(&^rarfl^MPd^ 4 B 1 B..„JJBwrer 5 98 

000303 DOTNn)REATUBE(9)(pwNHNJcta90n)t>JSeai^4B12. Jt "””4B 90 

03004 MUTABAR1(USA)p)(HAMfcj)9W^KMNid3B'0 — - :r~ B I?!. 1 ?. ?! 

yam TRADMG ACS (43) (H P B hfciae&n) M M 3 8 T! BMuteoP) 24 JT » 

Sa WA1KB0 BEACH (USA) p<) (D) (M» J Mocre) 6 28 " 

325030 C 0 MANCK C 0 MFANI 0 N P 8 )(D) (Haerfacrg Oto)TJ Nation 78 6--— 

OHOO P 5 6 3 

33006 OTCOpO)(VRVPartrH^JPoul»i3B2 — Sttownew 


r . cf . ( SEVERALS CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS B) £12,000 
^^1 added 1m 21 Penalty Value £7,954 

3 122125 SANDM00BCHAJBRAYp^(D) (SandnoorT*tlBStolto)TEaaBrtYfi^Oi^^... 

4 3iw- sanSuwa ( iis«^ - 1 &***> 4 9 0 

5 ^ OHiemiUSAJlZlJfM^WlNWhaBA BDnre«4 

-7dedarad- 

BETTIIIG: 114 Swtoor Ctantora* 7-a Banal Smte, SarMtaw. W S 8 »eiwL Oh Her«, 20 - 

1 Rocky Oady 36-1 zugudl 

199 Ra^lYttB 389 Pa!a*Jwy 6 -i (HCec^dann p) Srar 


r. ATTERlCK 

HYPERION _ . „ „ 

2.10 Refined 2A5 PalmettoBay 3-20 BeckRfJJ 
3.50 Crystal Hills 4^5 La TWana 5.00 Tappeto 

s. 30 Obsessed _ 

GOING: Good to Sort (Good in places). 

STALLS: nsxte. 

stridng horsa Rir-n 04 °V^ /mA rtofnaton statton wn-bus 

***** jresV CAR PARK: Free 

£250 (Itodter J t031h\ B HUUl 20-56 


BETTING: 3-1 fartnad, 4-1bte M lyiysJoy.5 -1C»mlg | yr. 11- 

2 SMlwdl 1 IVT Babv 1#-1 NWtWMw Simnws«A3^1 

[ OAK ) EBF RIPLEY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
l£^*Dj D) (DIV I) £4,050 added 2Y0 6t 

1 0 EASTStOGU.fT3)IBakteg90 — — s *^J!S5 

2 GO MYUJCTU3VEBl)UJc*reW9Q .. DHc0wid 3 

3 ORANGE BUSH PHRStato 90 2?! 

4 433 PAUCTTOB«(1S)U5taiB90 ... — -KOart gB 

5 PQJGROPCalwtBO Jtenw)l«bNM5 

B 0 BQ0«OOOOI=aiOW{26)PVIaWyn&O JOml* 

7 8MPL£YC2S< Sr MfhsXXjtfSO — — G ftiSafcJS 

8 APPtAN0AMDIIurarSirahB9 C J*2Il 

a n uiPUCnurcatWJanaBS — umar 


9 anunnwMl— rroEl ZETLAND AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 

BETTma 6-4PBkswttoB&r,5-i EantrOgLfr-i teWnGoodtefow.Ship- [ | (CLASS E) £4,025 added 2YO 7f fillies 


l o enl DARUNGTON HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
^■ ou l £4^00 added 3YO 1m 7f 177yds 

1 -02001 CBYSrALWkLSp3)JGa« kto97._ ._. 

2 45221 VIQQ BOMARA W (P) M **** ** 

3 03396 JA2Z TRACK |2B) P Oappte^fen 9 5 

4 SOOT ROBaonojCTtaitoBi par) GMteUSH 

s wan apowTz (w) P> c .Cyz»J — r T*— ? ! 

6 DG3EOO SAD NAD BAD (49) MreM Rwtey 7 n 5Ctwmodt2 

7 00223 PHItDS0PMC«»Vftan«7» Jlow3 

IfcWMD ««*«: r* JOO. T/UO Mndrep ffitomlt, 

BETTWas-i OyttN »A7-2 VkMRomw, Ai 0«a^ Rack. W Spnrta, 
6-1 Rohtto. 7-1 PWosopMc. 20-1 S^ Mad Bt$L 

nTocl ZETLAND AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 


^a^uriteK S08*tS (404%) 

*MMF^ TTIME:5avu3lt ' 11 ^ 

nPTOBER NURSERY HANDICAP 

2.10] (CLASS E) £4,025 added 2YO & n 

! Ot REFINED (25) IP)JJ^gS£^ n g .'^,.TuSl2 

2 QUO WjrtfS& 9 2 _ .QDuBMdB 

l 2t2«o J Cano! B 

4 003 SACCHEraMMOttnwBll-- T EDurcao (3)3B 

' f 22643) J) HoUrt 8 

5 ^ CAROLSWGSI (19) Monster S4 

7 6304 BALA (12) H n'Aiww 7 « . _..LCbamock6 

I 4CC SUMUERSEATMPjQ^f.'^ ..TWBbibIB 

TAU NTON - 

,.45 u Grand GoSjOWd^^ 
J^IKlS^SingerS.IOMitt 

S^sa-ssw---^ 

sS^Bsssssse 

Handerson 7^32 pi9 %). ___ gg ndes 

■ 

! 383 Sw(^r*« JS,ta ? ,l09 : C Matae 

p »«”" 


tcy Gian. 7-1 knjNefltyi W My UM Lon, 2M Orenga Bu*h, 2S-1 oib- 

m 

lo - Q Ol NORTHALLERTON RATING RELATTED 
3 - Z0 1 MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 
added 3YO 1m 4f 

1 030U30 ALAKDAR(CAN)p3)A9B»«t8g — - 

2 003 WBLB0HDUGH(B7)DMMMlBM— D—. MMRNH ,a 

5 & BBffliafflar=^£S 

l «s 

7 0502 BACKROWTOLCurenBi.- * TfVTW^tl 

8 050063 BAlfOUH LADY N1) jW8f B » WJtTConocrll 

a 0320 CLASSIC FAN (23) M Oam 8 9 - • 

t) mm KU571E AN BUS TLS (7l) GJieim B 9 ^ 

H 005 PRADBH (21) J GcedanB9 ---GWrfT 

8040 SAVU SEA (B4) C Ytel B 9 GWBNN4V 

- 12 ttedBfCQ - __ , 

ncTTmrv 7-3 Rack tton. 4-1 PtwteBh. 11-^ Aiktty.6-1 A gteaw T kna, 7- 
1 Bafloia Lvty. UM Atetaten UonBeo, MourtalMK 25-1 ofcm 


g SUPB»«flMB»(F89n’W»® 5 

« KW2SlPI«DBun*eia3 

J 6 GROVEFAlRDANCERp) FYaRteyDO Bfartw 

-11 dadared- 

BeTWG: 3-1 LE Grata OouM«q 7-2 ' 

w ABdorodo, AqUffritB, «M BJwh. 2&-1 «* ,e " 

- -j GAD0UN1UM SELLING HANDICAP 1«R- 
2.20 DLE (CLASS G) £2^75 added 2m if 

t MM5 SrAPlSOTDWDr(B){t9J8to«9n fl W»2^ 

t ^ 

l 01-F40 BWMTBCUPaBN^HM<1IB- — ^ 

9 POF54 ARABCYBLL (23] J Neiiofi ® | z*r^2j Vm i pSLy 

J I® sraBSKBI^i3!iSS 


1 00 BABYSPtC6(S)MChawonBH -JCwroB B 

2 50 CtBNES OF PEACE (9) J L Eyie B Tl 

3 66845 RtC&OFF (18) C MM B It - ?*** 1 ™ 

» FOREST ORE PWP ikwiay B 11 WJjyftwwr 8 

5 6000 WAll«H0(2l)B«sBTI_ PF "ftSfiI 

B 4 U TE1ANA (11) W Jan* B 11 — *** .* 

7 635003 MGAHtE PRJHCKS (17) W KfflTp 8 T1 T WBial l 

B 260320 PDSnTYEAmp2J (BOB^dAatolBn J WI1 

B 0 PRtDDYGRrai (12) H Candy Bfl 

® OSS ROBW LANE pg » Battp B H S ”**«■*! ? 

n 33H30 SHARP CRACKS! (17) M JoTrston 8 D DHdMndA 

C 3 SHTOUG (W) B * 8 11 

0 0 SHOTLEY MAKE (23) N9ycn*t8 11 LCteanKkl 

-ISdodtrad- _ , 

Bemud: 9-4 stdoog. imu ^ 

»-1 Mddy Green, 12-1 FaewOR, Sbaip Cradtot IB-1 ettara 

fenff l HORNBY CASTLE HANDICAP (CLASS 
°‘ w l D) £4,900 added 1m 4f 

1 600020 BREAK THE BULBS (14) (D) (BF) D 


2 00366 TAPPETO (38) (P) H Candy 59J0 14 

3 6SG55 8UIMraHULSPECIIW(17)(C0)DBari«693^- 

4 463000 TiiprSsS(Ki WJAST6492-- - - *2“ES 

5 02302 GO U) DBBE (26) (D) M BflttM) 780 -g gg " !! 

e 01-300 PIETRO Bapo (20) Sir M PwsaO 3 B D. --G MhM JB 
7 08550 WESTWNSTS) (2SXD) U kn^ arts 5 8 c We Gftaon 8 Y 

B 36020 HASTA LA VISTA (Id) (CD) MW ****** 769. 

9 a&OS HwjgQFWEASwGMMParaSBB .— JOroBS 

O 345612 WCCARTONpSJPCOwAee. -_KD»rtjy2 

■n 40000 BARAHCWp^ 0WJTayari^4B5 SYWfcwthT 

■e DOOOO OCEAN STREAM (fflJJL Eyre 4 B< --•—--•-Blflg"® 
O 4SOCO >OBBHXeaOV , (12)WMMfla»g4BgJ FM8Cy^ rg 
14 566050 WVBTLEY GRAHGE BOY (19) J L EyB 4701 C tmvcck 12 

fi 022560 KEEP BATTLING (15) (D) J Gcfcfe 7 7 E A Mwawy lP 

0 0610 SAUNGBKl77)(CO)JPBrie97t» Jl Cartate 15 

V 50004 A120TIC (19) J NTK«147 IX Hfonxil 17 

C 00600 SWYWORDCHARI®^ JHs#WtTl370-JU)»WlB 

Mmnm metgtt: W fOb Ttue hantap Saftsar M 4fe ACrtfc 
63 »2to, S w w ta U Pwmiar W Btx _ 

BETTING: 5-1 GoW DaMre, 7-1 MccHton, »-1 PIMro Bambo, 10-1 Tkp- 
peto. YMokntar, Haate LaVWa, Keep BKOtofl. 12-1 otbara 

EBF RIPLEY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
p.OU| D) (DIV II) £4^50 added 2YO 6f 

1 66 DAHGERUS PRECBDBfT C Egsron 90.- -C M Ut S 

2 ODD DETR0ircrfY(29)JBarty90 TEDimrg* 

3 0 MfTCHRASSlC11)ailPWcott90 -GDuWdl 

4 00 POLISH PHOT (23) Wlter SO — _ACbWne2 

6 0 RBTONpg) MoASwrfcarASO GPaddnRO 

G RUNAMUM WHafflBO — JftwaWIB 

7 05 ANDITZ P9) J L Eyre B 9 — f "|“3 

a 043 OeSBffi) (SIlMtolBBfl, - — nOBrtayj 

? 0 PEACBAkS^MP“«^8 9 -- WJOt: ^ 

-Sdadarad- 

BETTTNG:4-70teflSW4MMIkSilterek 10-1 AndfelW PoOM.PitaL 

IB-1 Dattat City. 20-1 Dangaiua PrescdarK 2M «nw 


-EkI lansdowne chemical hanncap 

■OO I CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 added 3m 

335-n DAJ4GBTBA3Y(12)(D) PSonenJl 1 H -- APUgjB 

BB1. PffiYBOBQ (FS) q<1| U Pt» 6 * 9 .TI7Tt .art. 

SffL STRONG TMOU!N(23g(IJ)P^ 7fl9 - TJ ^ 

432UFABWAHDpMRTitH8li4._..--.- 

OffiPO- AtCIHB COURSE (1B8) C LSann 9 

P3=M LWJMOTO^ JamTBatM e « o ^itOM^aflp) 


-Bdactarad- 

Ifetan 10* True hamtap irefetal.TtanpPwW9fc 

BETTDlGiMDaaBaf HaD^seDacybnrftS-l AlWMrt, M Strong Tar- 
qUn, 10-1 AntttNT Cwwo, TM LDomo Pte. 

TXTg n RESORCINOL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
|3.3U| gj £3,500 added 2m If 

} (J2-1) WFAM0US (USA) MBJ®*" 14 fl £2 

2 00-31 CLAIRE'S DANCER (IflATumal 4H 4 

3 653 DAfflt HORSE (W| C BnG as t) l— z- **"!# 

4 BDlANSBIBIA0E(FP)ANeHCantie6GG 

5 hast® SiUfBJJ (F12) R Hod^s 5 0 CT Dasmntoa R 

6 6/ llSTBt MAYBE p7S)P Panel 0DB...M -Slormey 

7 4® jSpTHE UGHTS pB) P Ftadbd * 1 1).,..-A Bym» 
B 32- ROYAL ACTON (FITS) (BF) O ShsntoocM Sr TIJCtesorw 

9 TWO SOCKS 9=27) JKhg4C 11-- TJ *g^ 

10 PC0- H0NEYBHAN(15B)H*«cW5t)7 -UU£m 

D «2» L0MCa*0SS| «Att r7y7.— 

e WINSOME AYR mnBllw^Bl)7 

a HENBUWPWCESS(F3«nHt)dgK4XI6.JHmhP) 

14 iM0&l(F2^MPknan4 1>6 . - RFanan 

-14dadarad- , 

BETTWG: Sfl RoyM Action, 2-1 H CUnrt tanre^ M Drt 

Horae, T«d Seeks, 10-1 Hfamse. 12-1 Lsriem, 141 othare 

\am \ CAVENDISH TECHNOLOGY HANDCAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £4^50 2m 3f 110yd 

1 CTO- UOTMlESM0Cm«(F17)pn M Pba5 It 

2 2WV2 SPORT OF FOOtS (K)SQ raB V 

3 4cpei casual WTB)(n2)pqA)te«ni*»at) ii J Ottona 

4 2T1 PflPE OF KASHMW (21) P ^ 

5 CRWfi COURAGSIUS KWGHT p qPHayw nlB O 

6 5P506- K)SSm{2241(D)»*aTPfc^6 0S-_GHBg»ffl 

7 1400-0 ROS&efiA KS LWam37T)2 — MGnS™*(r) 

B 001 US- NODOADANTEflST) N Lfchd7 T30-St^Jrt*Mki*8 (5) 


-BdBCNaed- 

lawwwtft I 0 d T*e (vmtop aoieft Mxteante 9a7fc 

BETTW6: M UMarate Hi i xm , 3-1 P^ . yjtaah ^ M C yal Mte- 
Wi7.i CooraueoiraKnlgM.KM RosahalU2SpartOIF80l6,l«oJbe«- 

f V o c l ISEFL0 IODINE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4^00 added 2m 110yds 

1 232-63 AU.CUAB(13)(CO)fiAlTB6DS ^***1 

2 OFff CWBRAHO’S LAO (558) 

3 3GW GREENG«BIDBEm(3^P)mOa*^5^ 

_ - jOncrne 

5 BF-2F BJB0SmGBt«(PlTtei«!fS1)n 

fi S0O3U STWaKW (19) C Brooks 5 fill—, ?» aa ^ 

-fidaotertd- 

BETTOIG: M GrtW a* DBiert, Bao SiW « Saaimora. 7-1 

All Clea^ 12-1 Stad Gurfi, &1 CHomnors Irak 

r£“T«1 HYDROXYLAMINE STANDARD NH FLAT 
a>1u l (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m If 

1 1 LATIN HBTTC5S p7) (D) PridKfe 5 HE.lCw w*»P) 

2 0D- AYBeeiO(»DER(tAfl*MBPY««iB61l a -RJd«*“ 

3 DOOHTODOORCaa*BSH4 JQMwro 

4 ttf»LEAI>ftHHI*sJW™n5T14._ 

5 WrtFANiaCBnafcSIM C Mar(7) 

6 MS Ka*reOMABWE( 1 B)BJPrk* 4 U 3 

7 aajYscnossRan» 4 ii 3 — 

B IKIE EQUAL MRpe 4113 _.^ AP McC oy 

8 PU- TYPICAL WOMAN (1S)P ktbe 6 DO -1 NPW^bt(T) 

t> 30- RSWtAVEWOLFOW^BBiop^ttS .-GSPppleR 

-tOdedarad- 

OSmKt M Lalto Htewa, *-l NoUa Attteie, IBM Equal, 1 1-2 Dora^ Tb 
Deer. UM RwJgrare WoU, 1M Uwrted, Typkai Wtnm 14-1 rtftw 


RACING RE SULTS 

HAYDOCK 

2X0: 1.TOWVTOR1 (D BQgfi) t>-1 ; 2,-fcp 
Jem 8-2; 3- Siawy late &-l 13 ran. 5-2 fy 
Karaite, i'/*. h. (MTonyk^fteranateO. 
■foot: 07X0; £3 4ft CUft £300 iDF; 03X0 
CSF: E5434 Tncast £36877. Tno: £11430 
230: 1. RAINWATCH U FWd) &-2; 2. 
State Fair KM; 3. MadaBla MIMalra i6-T 

7 ran. 2-1 to Poterf piUStt 10 y »«■ 

lop. Anwtel). TWa: £320; C19a C330 DF: 

E203a CSF: £2S2a 

XOO: 1. AUUMtSIYAH (M Ffc) »1;2. 
Rrsl Mato 20-1 : 3. Deak BBi 5-1 ; 4. Swfno 
12 - 1 22 ran. 9-2 to Mwry Moettalena2 h. 

'k. 1 <h. (R Armstrorift Newmarkrtl Tbto 
C2S00: E3XG C7XO £2X0. E2Xa DF: 
£346X0 CSF: £32397 TricSGt tV»3ia THo: 
wainffl HR: Caution, ftaheutter Bay. 

aSfcl I. CLOSE UP (K Dactey) 7-4; 2. 
Glvaawar 13X to: a Aibaricb n-2« ran. 
Hd, a U Dunlop, Anjndol) TMa: C2XO DF: 

“■^O^WWMOONOWraiJg^ 
n-a tor 2. (tea Tha Rest 33-1; 3. AJtar»- 
ta 20-L 13 ran. 1 'b. 1 'A- (P 
MMnonX Tola: E2M. Ci2Q WflQ £3KL OF: 
£90*0. CSF: E72.fl TMo: £38430 (part won) 
*X0: 1. SABAD1LLA (LtWtori) S-1; 2. 
Shadtenn M to; 3. Raggte Buck 9£9 
ran. a U (J Boston, Nawmaritat). 

£500: £170 Clift £2AO DF: £420 CSF: 
£1207 Trio: £1070 NR: FYrta 

KXO: 1- SUPREME ANGEL p Hofandl 
Tl 2. Clnaay Cteo 4-1 to; 3. Oute Maar- 
tar »Lt 12 ran. Nk, 2 (M itemetaBw ftew; 

bvryi TWk £850; £231 tm 

£1450 CSF: TrkaaC E2BWB. ino: 

CitefiO , 

sssessjssusf 

NOTTINGHAM 

2.10: 1. WOOLS EAST (T ^wakfl) 13-2 
co to- 2. Supreme ‘nmigjtt m-i: 3. 
AkaBrn T2-1 19ran.ti-2cotok8<eSDcu- 

ftSttSUEUlABBS 

Biajft CSF: £8204. Trto: £42250 (pari 

^.^SSTACnOM (T Oinnj 
12-1 : 2-jaezkn7-i ; a. Wad! 58 to. 13 nte 
4, 3 % (P Cole. WhasornbeT to 

£35ft £2J0 £110 DF: £4840 CSF: £fl22ft 

Tno: £2130 

3.10: 1. CORNICHE (T Oufin) O-tt to; 
Z Edwsnflan 20-T; 3. B B H-t 12 nte 
ShHvL 2 (P Cote. Whawxrtto) Tto 
£130; £130 £310 £230 DF: £2060 CSF: 

£2800 THo: £7080 

040: 1. SOVEfiEJGNS COURT (K FaL 
kn) 4-1 to, 2. TWcooe Heights 5-1; 3. 
Doc Ryan’s 6-1 15 ran. 5. % (L Grttol 
CuflompicriVTbte £350; £160 £230 £2-70 
DP. £020 CSF: £230 TWcest £1215«. Trio: 
£iasa NR: Clouds HB. Stsr ot «ng 
UiMtete fr^V wtfKtomncruxteraRtoc. 
Rub 4 wooes to 00 bets, deduct Sp to C- 
4.10: 1. BR1GHSTOKE (A IfcGtone) 7-2 
to 2. Scarsben 4-1 ; 3. Dlspol Diamond 
33-1 17 ran. SJ*M V. (M Pf» VWh g- 
tail TMe £170: £200 £160 CS0 DF: S350 
C#: £14K Tta £t32I» Mt Eharaeacenca 
4.40: 1. MOON COUMY {Pai Eddery) 
5-1 ; 2. Royal Crown evens to. 3 Toi Tm 
T2rL 18 ran. Hd, 5 (ksriy Hento UB&- 

hartoxi) Tote £900 £320 £100 £400 OF: 
ffian CSF: £nia Trio: £690. 


B.10: 1.THEME ARENA (M Heray) 9-1; 

2. Civ Hail 5-1: 3. Centrarle 4-1 to. 14 
ran. 1V-. 3 '/,. (M PtoV Tote £1030; £2.10 
mnn, C30O DF: C22SO CSF: C502& Tnc- 
ast. £SMR Trio: £8630 Mte: Random Krid- 
nees, Ranoet Sbano, Tbrnmy Tbrtoisa 
S40: 1WAVE HOCK (M FSmmer) 4-1: 
2. Jonortn Dancar WJ-30 to; 3. Casino 
Ace 7-2. 1 1 ran. Nk, 27.-. IJ Diriop Aru* 
den Tote E460: ELIO dSO ClBO Of: ffi-TU 
CSF: C&35. Trio: £1340 W. Danzig Fryer. 
Were Not Stopfte 
Ptacopot £1430 Ouahpot: £320 
Ptaco B: C2QT7 Ptaco 5: SX80 
WETHERBY 

Z2& 1. HOPB^JL LORD (A S Snvth) 
16-1; 2. Country Orchid *-7 to 3. A tfas 
CtaM 40-t 13 ran. 7. ia (P Cheeshro^Ju 
Tote £*30; £330. CTW. EOOO DF: CB9Q 
CSF- £25)0 Wo: £B44Q 

ZEO: 1. MONARCH* PURSUIT (LWyer) 
7-2-2-DutasBay 3- bnrtUcusa-Tl to. 
ioran.7, -ft (T Eaetertvk'^IMO: 

SZtL £U0 DF: £2370 CSF. £3190 Trtt £960 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Consort 
(Newmarket 3.40) 

NB: Twice As Sharp 
(Newmarket 3.10) 


330: 1.TOSKANO (Mr S Dwack) 9-V- 
2. Maybe O’Grady 9-1; 3. LKM* Tincture 
6-1 11 tan. 52 to l^pnn- 0 «. 

Tote £900: £2.70 £2-70 C19Q DF: £5220 
CSF: £7765 Trcaflt £49402. Tno; £9290 
iSO: 1. BSTTONE (N WfainSCh) 5«to; 
2. S&afr Royal Vl-1; 3 Spanteh LW 5t 
6 nm. Vb. Zb (K Baiay; ) Tote; £170; £130 
E450. DF: £1190. CSF: £*76 

430: 1. WEL5H HIU. p M«n) 3-1: 2. 
Sacral Sendee 11-8 to 3 ttornrt 7.24 
OT. 7. 2');. (MS M Rarale» Ttte: £290 DF. 

saao CSF iS^,SirgS^'L„ 1 

45Q> y a pmBWP WG (r Piffl) H "S 
2. HI Marble 13-9 to, 3. Mwfflkfl 51 11 

£170 ngfl DF: £1170 CSF: EMfia Tncart! 

£5447. Trio; ETT60. 

PtocepoL ssaaa Quadpot £5710 
Place 5: £4704 Place 5; £3004. 


the independent 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

m cgWHEMTAR lESlBESaiTS] 
NEWMARKET »T j 981 

CATTHICK 972 982 

TAUNTON 973 983 
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0891 261 970 1 
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Global fame leaves beret-wearing Jordan unable to lose himself in France 

f hero unc a ■ _ ...... . n i. . j A« fm 


There was a time when 
basketball superstar Michael 
Jordan would visit Paris for the 
fun of it and sit in pavement caffes 
unrecognised. No more. 

John Lichfield reports from the 
French capital 

Michael Jordan would like to announce 
that he is not God 

The best known sportsman in the world 
is in Paris, making his first competitive vis- 
it to Europe in five years. He turned upfor 
the introductory press conference yester- 
day, wearing a Chicago Bulls tracksuit and 

a large, black French bereL “When you’re 
in France, do as the French do," he ex- 
plained, just about keeping a st raigh t face. 
“This is kind of my French look.” 


Except, of course, that hardly anyone 
in France - certainly no one under 30 - 
wears a beret any more. They wear base- 
ball hats; and Michael Jordan basketball 
Hamers; and, in many cases, Michael Jor- 
dan T-shirts. 

Jordan, 34, has been to Paris before, 
lots of times. He visited twice to play bas- 
ketball, as a young man, before he was 
the best-loved and best-paid sportsman 
in the global village. Until a few years ago. 
he explained, he used to come back “every 
other year” because it was one of the few 
places he could disappear. “I could just 
sit down outside some restaurant and not 
be bothered. Basketball has grown so big, 
it is hard for me to go anywhere now.” 

In the pouring rain outside the Bercy 
stadium yesterday, a large group of french 
youngsters pleaded with the security man 
to let them in, to have one peep at their 


idol in training. Since this was France, the 
answer was, rather rudely, no. 

Later, Jordan was asked what it was like 

to be mistaken for GocL *Tm not a god. 
1 consider myself as an entertainer. I play 
basketball and take joy m what I do. For 
a couple of hours I can cany people away 
from whatever else is going on in their 
lives. That is aJL 1 entertain. I certainly 
don’t consider myself as a god.” 

Jordan is, however, one of those rare 
sportsmen whose fame transcends their 
sport The global success of basketball can 
partly be explained by the urbanisation of 
the world: basketball, an intense, claus- 
trophobic sport, is an urban game par ex- 
cellence. But the global success is also 
partly down to the charisma and skill of 
Michael Jordan. 

He is in Paris with the Chicago Bulls 
- five times National Basketball Asso- 


ciation champions in the last seven 
years - to play in the McDonald’s cham- 
pionship against Greek, Spanish, Ita l ia n 
and French dubs. The Bulls* first game 
is tomorrow night. Before leaving the US, 
Jordan had been quoted -as saying that 
this would be a chance for Chicago to 
turn on the style, away from the com- 
petitive pressures of the NBA. His com- 
ments irritated some of the European 
players. They said that, on the contrary, 
this was the real “world championship’' 
not the purely American challenge of the 
NBA. 

Jordan was smoothly diplomatic on this 
point yesterday. He-said that, judging by 
the European players coming to perform 
in the US, the European game bad made 
“enormous progress”. Offensively, he 
said, European players no longer had 
much too learn from the US; defensively 


they still had some way to go. As for the 
“world championship”, he said the Bulls 
could beat any opposition, European or 
American, “if we play the game the way 

we know how". He did not see the absence 

of the other great Bulls 1 stars — Scottie 
Pippen (foot injury) and Denis Rodman 
(bronchitis) - as a serious problem. 

Jordan was asked about rumours that 
he intended to retire (for the second time) 
al the end of the forthcoming NBAseason. 
It was up to the Chicago Bulls, he said. If 
they felt the time had come to rebuild the 

team with younger players and a new coach. 

then “it will be time for me to move on". 

A new coach would want to introduce 
“new approaches and new rhythms. I’ve 
been through that before and I don’t want 
to go through that again”. 

Jordan has brought his family with him 
and intends to do some sightseeing, even 



if his pavement cafe days are over. He 

hoped, he said at one point, to take m 

the Louge”. He presumably meant to say 

the Louvre. Unless... „ 

Michael Jordan has already tried golf 
and baseball, with mixed success . une 
planning to move on to winter sports. That 
really would be a story. 




The self-serving attitudes killing British athletics 


The financial failure of 
the British Athletics 
Federation threatens 
the future of the sport In 
this country. Mike 
Rowbottom examines its 
collapse and suggests a 
way forward. 

As the three wise men from the 
insolvency practitioners picked 
through the wreckage of the 
British Athletic Federation’s 
finances yesterday, two ques- 
tions resonated in track and 
field circles. 

How could Britain’s most 
successful Olympic sport have 
got itself into such a dire situ- 
ation? And where should it go 
from here? 

The basic answer to the fust 
query was spelt out on Tuesday 
by David Moorcroft, the new- 
ly installed BAF chief executive, 
who has seen what he under- 
stood to be a cash flow -problem 

turn into the stuff erf nightmares. 

falling sponsorship income, 
and lower levels of money in tele- 
vision rights have chipped away 
at the reserves of£12m that the 
Federation announced in 1994. 

At the same time, costs have 
risen, due in part to legal fees 
incurred in defending the Fed- 
eration against a claim for 
£500.000 in damages from Di- 
ane Modahi after her success- 
ful appeal against a doping ban. 

Three years ago, the then ex- 
ecutive chairman of BAF, Peter 
Radford, emphasised the need 
for the Federation to diversify 
from its dependence upon tele- 
vision money and sponsorship 
for big televised meetings. 

That is something the Fed- 
eration has signally failed to do. 
The most obvious, practical 
method of raising steady revenue 
is a registration scheme. Five or 
ten pounds per head per athlete 
per year. Net result to the sport; 
around two million pounds. 

That sort of cash would have 
been more than handy right 
now. But such has been the re- 
sistance from the grass roots, 
and so archaic is the adminis- 



Happter times: Linford Christie, Britain’s team captain, celebrates after the men's victory in the European Cup in Munich in June - Britain's first win since 1989 Photograph: Empks 


trative system in British athlet- 
ics, where all decisions have to 
be approved by an unwieldy 38- 
strong council, that Radford and 
his fellow professionals could 
not institute the measure. 

The institution of a regis- 
tration scheme was on the agen- 
da for informal discussions due 
to take place last night be- 
tween the BAF, the Sports 
Council and the Amateur Ath- 
letic Association of England. 

Many in the sport suspect 
that the latter body, which has 
never got along with the BAF, 
is waiting to occupy the power 
vacuum which has been creat- 
ed by BAFs insolvency. 


The question of releasing 
some of the fends the AAA has 
accrued over the last fewyears 
- more than £lm - is something 
which is currently exercising 
minds in the Sports Council, 
which holds the ultimate sanc- 
tion of stopping the flow of Na- 
tional Lottery money into the 
sport. 

The Lottery panel have also 
made it clear in the past that 
they do not like handing over 
public money to organisations 
with archaic administrations. 

Perhaps this traumatic time 
will offer the opportunity to 
transform the Council from be- 
ing the sport’s House of Com- 


mons to its House of Lords - a 
measure which is long overdue. 

John Lister, who quit his 
position as BAF treasurer 18 
months ago. spoke yesterday 
about the crucial misjudgements 
made when the BAF assumed 
control of the sport in 1991. 

“The fundamental danger 
that was dropped came in the 
handover of responsibility for 
the sport from the Amateur 
Athletics Association to BAF," 
he said. “While the AAA agreed 
to surrender all responsibility for 
events, coaching, administra- 
tion and international compe- 
tition, they kept their reserve 
fund of around £3m. 


“Not onfy that, they forced 
BAF to sign a contract that 
meant they took around 40 per 
cent of their profits. That 
meant that in the first three 
years of BAF’s reign, when the 
money was still flowing in, the 
AAA took around £500,000 in 
cash from them. 

“The problem was there was 
no will on the board of directors 
of BAF to face up to realities. 
It is a tragedy for the sport The 
Federation has destroyed it- 
self, and the problem is that you 
can’t have any confidence in 
what is left behind in the shape 
of the AAA of England. 

“As a body they have been 


waiting for this to happen with- 
out being prepared to do any- 
thing to stop it. The only place 
to look fora new beginning now 
is to the Sports Council. If we 
are not careful we could be 
watching the death of athletics 
not only in Britain, but around 
the world.” 

The immediate problem is 
paying athletes for their com- 
petitive efforts this season, and 
guaranteeing events planned 
for next year. 

Channel 4, who have a £33m 
contract to televise domestic 
athletics for the next four years, 
said yesterday they were moni- 
toring the situation closely. 


Another proposal which 
might yield dividends for the 
sport is the reformation of the 
current boundaries within the 
overall AAA. At the moment 
there are three arbitrary blocks: 
Northern, Midland and South. 

Splitting the sport into 
smaller units could access new 
sources of income from re- 
gional development agencies. 

In the meantime, the BAF 
staff are working a day at a 
time, waiting to bear if and 
when they will lose their jobs. 

“If I was in the position now 
of deciding if I wished to be 
chief executive of BAF,” Moor- 
croft said, “clearly I wouldn't.” 


moto r ra cing 

Mosley urges 
Villeneuve to 
drop appeal 

. 

Max Mosley, the top admires- 
traior in motor sport, yesterday 
urged Jacques Villeneuve to : 
drop his appeal against dis- 
qualification at the Japanese 
Grand Prix. 

Mosley, the president of the 
FIA. the international governing 
body of motor sport, warned that 
the Williams-Renault driver 
could be suspended for the sea- 
son’s final grand prix in Jerez, ~ 
Spain, on Sunday week, giving 
the world title to his German 
rival, Michael Schumacher. 

“There is a risk that Vil- 
leneuve could lose not only two 
points from Suzuka, but also be ^ 
suspended for Jerez.” he said-{£ 

“It would be a nightmare for 
Bemie Ecdestone [the head of , 
Formula One], but the court is . 
independent.'' added Mosley, in ' 
a reference to-the FIAs court of • 
appeal which is due to meet next 
TUesday in Paris. “If Williams 
would withdraw their appeal, 1 
can imagine that they would 
stick to the twopoirtfs deduction. 

“I have sympathy for him 
[Wleneuve] and I understand 
that he wants to drive as fast as 
posable, but I want to see him 
alive after the end of his career. 

He endangered not only himself, 
but the stewards, who are vol- 
unteers with families.” 

Wleneuve was disqualified 
for ignoring waved yellow cau- 
tion flags during free practice 
while under a suspended ban . 
for the same offence imposed 
at the Italian Grand Prix last 
month. He was allowed to race 
at Suzuka pending an appeal 

Wleneuve finished fifth in 
the race won for Ferrari by 
Schumacher, the French-Cana- 
dian’s only rival for the title who 
has 78 points to Vflleoeuve’s 79. 

# The 38-year-old Austrian dri- 
ver Gerhard Berger is to retire 
from Formula One after the ^ 
nal race of the season in Jerez, ■■ V 
according to an Austrian news- 
paper. The Benetton-Renualt 
driver has won 10 grands prix 
in his career. 
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The short but amazing life of Hunter Mariners 


How can a dub with few 
friends and no prospects 
be 80 minutes away 
from being recognised as 
tiie best rugby league 
team in the world? 

Dave Hadfiekf looks at 
the strange story of the 
Hunter Mariners, who 
meet Brisbane Broncos 
tomorrow in the final of 
the World Club 
Championship. 


Miilwall supporters used to 
boast, and probably still do, that 
“Nobody likes us. We don’t 
care.” 

The case of the Hunter 
Mariners is subtly different 
They have no supporters to 
speak of. Nobody wants them 
and they are positively thriving. 

By rights, the dub should 
have been quietly put to sleep 
by now, at the end of its first sea- 
son. It was only set up by Super 
League as a spoiler on the turf 
of one of the Australian Rug- 
by League's best-supported 
dubs, the Newcastle Knights. 

The Mariners were a creation 
of war and they will be a casu- 
alty of peace, which could break 
out within the next few days. 


The trouble is that the 
Mariners are clinging stub- 
bornly to their life-line, ex- 
tending their season by first 
qualifying for the quarter- finals 
of the World Club Champi- 
onship and then by beating 
Wigan and Cronulla to reach 
tomorrow’s final against the 
Brisbane Broncos in Auckland. 

They have proved that they 
deserve to survive, but the 
most they can force is a slay of 
execution. One of the few 
things both sides of the battle 
in Australia have been agreed 
upon is that there should only 
be one team in Newcastle. And 
that will be the Knights, who 
won the ARCs Grand Final for 
the first time last month. 

Ask the Hunter coach, Gra- 
ham Murray, how his dub can 
compete and he shrugs his sboul- 
dere and says: ‘They had 100000 
people at a ticker-tape parade. 
You can’t argue with that.” 

Unlike the Knights, the 
Mariners are largely unloved in 
their home town. They are 
more likely to have bricks 
thrown through their office 
windows than ticker-tape 
rained on them. 

Yet, somehow, from this 
hopeless situation, they have 
found strength and inspiration. 
Eveiy match could be their last 
if they lost it - so they have re- 


sponded by refusing to lose, thus 
grafting a compelling storyline 
on to the WCC. They might 
only have one season, but it is 
going to be one to remember. 

Newcastle - the New South 
Whies one - might have miles 
of beach at the end of its main 
street and wine might have 
displaced coal as the major 
money-earner, but it is still a 
tough, working-class town that 
takes a fierce pride in its rug- 
by league heritage. 

Many of Australia's greatest 
players have come from the 
area, but until 1988 they gener- 
ally had to move 100 mfles down 
the coast to Sydney to make their 
names. So, when Newcastle got 
its own team in what was then 
the Winfield Cup almost a 
decade ago. it qukkfy went deep 
into the psyche of the place. 

Having failed to persuade the 
Knights - and most particular- 
ly their former Great Britain 
coach, Malcolm Reilly - to de- 
fect. Super League poached as 
many administrators and play- 
ers as they could and planted the 

Mariners on their patch. As a 
move aimed primarily at dam- 
aging the Knights, it was bitter- 
ly resented in the town. 

To have fashioned a winning 
rugby team out of such un- 
promising circumstances is a re- 
markable achievement and 
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speaks volumes for the abilities 
of Murray, the former Ulawar- 
ra coach, who has proved their 
most important signing. 

What he has had to work 
with is a handful of former 
Knights, like’ Brad Godden, 
Robbie McCormack and Paul 
Marquet, plus players who had 
signed for Super League and 
were not wanted elsewhere- Bke 
the iro brothers, for instance. 

The Mariners did not exactly 
sweep all before them - their 
WCC semi-final victory at 
Cronulla was their first away 
from home in Australia - but 
they beat all the big guns. Bris- 
bane, Cronulla, and Canberra, 
on their own ground. 

It is in the WCC, coinciding 
as it has with peace moves that 
herald their doom, that they have 
come good. “They can’t kill us 

stifle we’re still playing,” says 
McCormack, and it is that in- 
centive that has kept them alive. 

There could even be life af- 
ter death, with the idea already 
mooted that the Mariners 
could be moved, more or less 
intact, to Wales, Scotland or 
Melbourne for next season. 
There would be a lot of sense 
in launching a new franchise on 
the back of the sort ofspirit that 
the Mariners have shown over 
the past few weeks, but Mel- 
bourne already have a coach in 


Chris Anderson and not all the 
Hunter players would welcome 
relocation across the globe. 

Tomorrow, therefore, is ef- 
fectively their swan-song, win or 
lose: the end of a short but ex- 
traordinary life. 

They will not go quietly; no U 
with players like their young! 
half-backs. Scott Hill and Brett 
Kimmorley. who have com- 
bined so magically of late. Nor 
with the New Zealand loose- 
forward, Tyran Smith, showing 
his true potential. Nor with a 
full-back of the calibre of Rob- 
bie Ross attacking from deep. 

But, if Kevin Iro is absent 
with a groin strain, it will fur- 
ther weaken an already dicey 
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side in the world. 

Even without Allan I-angw 
who is also almost certain t< 
“f 8 .the Tests against Grea 
Britain, the Broncos are pack© 
with talent, starting with thei 
dazzhng full-back, Darrei 
t-ockyer, continuing through 
the world's best centre. Stew 
Renouf, and including forward 
as destructive as Garden IkUk 

The Mariners have - m 
chance against that sort of fire 
P°^ ir - But they had no drama 
JSamst Wigan OT Gonufladtha 
Lflgic has little part in it when s 

team shouldn’t even exist.. 


V* 




31/SPORT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
Jo OCTOBER 1 1, °7 


o 


ili 


6s 


:N 


. N 
>'«a 

rs 

, 1 '! 


^hy 

,~ >* 
lf ~ v '/| 

:j r [y r 

l “' j fjiii 

,l ’ : ‘ ' r "m 
- r "^r 
!‘-v 

•VS,. 


iTi- 


A r : 


ks 


FOOTBALL 


United kids needed 
cup says Albiston 


Alex Ferguson could come to 
regret throwing away Man- 
chester United's involvement in 
the Coca-Cola Cup, warns the 
former Jvlancbesler United de- 
fender- Arthur Albiston. 

The Old Traflford manager 
Jcould hardly bide his glee at gei- 
*ng rid of what he feds is an 
unwanted domestic distraction 
as his side iost 2-0 at Ipswich. 

But he introduced four new 
youngsters and Albiston said: 
“It's unfortunate because the 

longer United had stayed in this 

cup the easier it would have 
been for Alex to introduce the 
young lads into the side. 

“It's obviously difficult in 
bring untried youngstere into the 
Premiership and especially the 
European Champions’ League. 
That wouldn’t be fair to them. 

"TTiey have got to gel ex- 
perience from somewhere so 
the Coca-Cola Cup is a good av- 
enue for a duh like United who 
have so many good youngsters 
to give them games.” 

John Curtis and Phil Mul- 
’jBne, a typically sparse-framed 
trish teenager who has already 
who his first international cap. 
made their first appearances. 


while Ben Thom ley continued 
125 comeback from a serious 
whx injury. Eric Ncvland made 
a ^nU-half appearance to 
complete the quartet. 

It was eerily evocative of 
.r wasons ago when Fergu- 
*7 wax criticised for fielding 

unknowns called Gaiv Neville, 
Paul Scholes, Nicky Butt. Kci- 
P 1 Gillespie and David Beck- 
ham at Port Vale. 

Now four of those are king- 
pins not only of the champi- 
onship-dominating dub team 
but for England’s' World Cup 
bid. while Gillespie is a Pre- 
miership player at Newcastle. 

" Who’s to say we won’t be 
talking of these lads in the same 
wav in four years’ lime?” Albis- 
ton urn's. “United need to keep 
developing because you don’t 
know what can happen in foot- 
ball with injuries or players get- 
ting transferred, so you need that 
conveyor belt to keep running. 

“Everyone thinks very high- 
ly of Curt is as a defender while 
Mu try Tie is a bit like Norman 
Whiteside in that he has already 
played for Northern Ireland be- 
fore he’s got into the United 
first team. 


“TTtumley is the same age as 
the Beckhams and Nevilles but 
unfortunately got a had knee in- 
jury, so it was good to see him 
back and have a good first 
half. He’ll now be trying to 
catch up with his mates. 

"They will have got things 
from that, like playing in front 
of a crowd. Everything seems 
to happen that hit quicker af- 
ter playing in front of a hand- 
ful of spectators playing for the 
second team. 

“It’s always difficult making 
your debut, especially away 
from home and playing for 
Manchester United because 
everyone wants to beat you. 

"It’s incredible to think hack 
to that Port Vale game and what 
it began for United. Mayhe 
we'll be thinking the same 
about Curtis and Mulryne in a 
few years too.” 

The Ipswich game also al- 
lowed David May to begin his 
comeback with his first game of 
the season, but Ferguson will 
have been disappointed at the 
lightweight showings of Karel 
Phborsky and Jordi Cruyff while 
Andy Cole looks a player who 
is very short of confidence. 


Wenger takes chance to 
unveil his side for future 


Ars&ne Wenger has told the 
27.000 Arsenal fans who 
backed his decision to field vir- 
tually a reserve team in the 
Coca-Cola Cup on Tuesday 
night: “I've given you a glimpse 
of the future." 

Highbury’s French manag- 

insists a key motivation in his 
job is to leave behind a sound 
basis for Arsenal success way 
past the millennium, no matter 
how long he stays at the club 
himself. And the linc-up he se- 
lected to beat the Fust Division 
side Birmingham 4 - 1 to earn a 
place in the cup's last 16 could 
be the one that will regularly 
perform in the Premiership in 
three years’ time. 

Wenger rested front-line 
players such as Dennis 
Bcrgkamp, Tony Adams. Ian 
Wright and David Seaman and 
said: “1 picked a team that I W3s 
.convinced would win the game 
jSren though I did become a bit 
scared at half-time when we 
were 1-0 down. 

“I also wanted to show the 
supporters that we have many 
fine young playere and that the 
future of the team is very 
healthy. We want to win the 
Coca-Cola Cup even though 
there is now no European place 
at the end of it, but the com- 
petition also means a chance to 
give players who are not usu- 
ally in the team some important 
experience." 

Although Arsenal offered 
Refunds on tickets to fans dis- 


satisfied at the prospect of 
watching a largely unrecognis- 
able team that contained six de- 
but-makers, 27.097 turned up 
on a cold, wet night. 

“The supporters were very 
good and lifted the young play- 
ers,” said Wenger, “but I don’t 
know now what sort of team 1 
will field in the next round. Wfe 
will have to wait and see what 
the other fixtures are at around 
that lime and what players arc 
available.” 

Wenger might have to dip 
into his reserve resources again 
as soon as Saturday for theft* 
mierShip trip to Crystal Palace. 
Marc Overmars, his £7m 
winger who has been troubled 
all season by an ankle injury, ag- 
gravated the problem playing in 
the Netherlands' goalless 
World Cup qualifier with 
Turkey last weekend. Luis Boa 
Morte. the 20-year -old Por- 
tuguese winger from Sporting 
Lisbon, is standing by for his 
first League start after scoring 
twice against Birmingham. 

Tbe French midfielder Em- 
manuel Petit is almost certain 
to be out even though a bone 
scan has ended Arsenal’s fears 
that he had broken an ankle 
playing in a friendly against 
South Africa on Saturday. 

Wenger wQl choose between 
David Platt and Stephen Hugh- 
es as a replacement, but Ray 
Parlour and Patrick Vieira also 
need to shake off injuries in 
time for Saturday. 


Marriott makes 
move for Welsh 
goalkeeping spot 

Andy Marriott wants to leave 
Second Division Wrexham to im- 
prove his chances of becoming 
Wdes" first-choice goalkeeper. 

Marriott, voted Wales’ club- 
man of the year last week after 
his role in Wrexham’s run to the 
FA Cup sixth round lost season, 
won his first full international 
cap on his 27th birthday in the 
World Cup defeat by Belgium 
in Brussels on Saturday. 

. And with veteran Neville . 
^jetharfprribabfyat ^ eritfaf 
-in- ; 

taT£a*mtaI^p catfeer the bat* 

* tie is chi between Marriott and 
Southampton’s Paul Jones to 
replace the Evcrton player. 

Marriott believes that the 
only way he will establish him- 
self in Bobby Gould’s squad will 
be if he moves from the Race- 
course Ground to a bigger 
club. “1 have two years of my 
contract left, but I am on the 
transfer list,” he said. 

“It's nothing against Wrex- 
ham, but I feel that if 1 am to 
progress and continue to play 
for Wiles. J must get away. 
There have been a few clubs 
watching me, but I don’t know 
of any approaches or even 
what Wrexham want for roe.” 

The former Arsenal and 
Nottingham Forest goalkeeper 
has played for England Under- 
21% but qualifies for Wiles be- 
cause his grandmother was 
born in Bangor. 



Manchester United’s Phil Neville is grounded by the challenge of Mick Stockweli of Ipswich 


Photograph: Allsport 


Taylor’s idea to keep players on right side of the taxman 


The Professional Font hull As- 
sociation's chief executive, Gor- 
don Taylor, has called for a body 
to be set up within the sport 
to keep an eye on the game's 
finances. 

The idea comes in response 
to the Inland Revenue’s on- 
going crackdown on unregis- 
tered payments to players, 
managers and agents. It is be- 
lieved that 80 players in the last 
four years have cleared bills for 
unpaid tax, and that 29 of those 
have been this year as the Rev- 
enue's investigations have 
reached fruition. 

Thy lor wants the self-moni- 
toring body set up to make sure 


football’s finances do not get 
into the same mess again, and 
believes it should involve the 
Football Association, the Pre- 
mier League and the PFA. 

According to Thylor many 
players have fallen foul of the 
taxman as they are young and 
Without financial knowledge. 
“What has emerged is that, 
certainly in transfer dealings, 
clubs can intimidate players 
into doing things a certain way. 
That is why we would like a self- 
monitoring body inside the 
game to keep a dose eye on 
what goes on. 

“The introduction of many 
foreign players has also pro- 


duced claims that cash is being 
paid into offshore accounts to 
avoid paying tax. Our advice to 
our members is that they pay as 
you earn, and to take correct 
advice from accountants to 
avoid problems in the future." 

Football has been immersed 
in scandals over illegal payments 
to playets, clubs involved in tax 
evasion and the role of agents 
in transfers and is now high on 
the Revenue priority list 

A spokesman for the Rev- 
enue said: “Football has been 
under investigation for many 
years, far more than b as been 
claimed recently. And aO we are 
willicg to say is that those in- 


vestigations will be ongoing. 
Some clubs and players have 
come forward over the years. 
- and their anonymity will always 
be protected. If anyone, in any 
walk of life, feels guilty and feels 
they have not been paying 
enough tax, we will be happy to 
talk to them.” 

Thylor believes most of the 
problems have already been 
sorted ouL “The union itself has 
set up a financial management 
unit staffed by ex-players who 
are qualified to give advice. 

“I think that several clubs 
and players have learned their 
lesson over things that have 
happened in the past." 


Elliott faces long wait on sidelines 


Robbie Elliott is facing up to 
spending the rest of the season 
on the Sidelines. 

The Bolton full-back is un- 
likely to play again before May 
after he broke his right leg in 
two places against Everton at 
the beginning of last month. 

Elliott joined Bolton during 
the summer in a then dub 
record £2_5m move from his 
home-town club, Newcastle 
United, but in his fourth game 
he was carried off after a col- 
lision with Tony Thomas. 

“I was realty enjoying myself 
until that night," he said. “I was 
looking forward to having a full 
season, which I have not bad 
yet, and then this happens. 

“The doctors have said I 
won’t be back until next season, 
although there’s a slight chance 
I could be bade before then But 
I don't want to set myself tar- 


'S'; 

gets and then be let down. 
That just puts pressure on 
yourself to get back for a cer- 
tain date or game and it’s pres- 
sure you just don’t need.” 

Elliott, 23, who spent 19 days 
in hospital after the injury, 
said he has made progress. 
“They put me in plaster on the 
Monday night when I arrived," 
he said. “They were going to 
change it within a few days, but 
with the bones being in line, 
they did not want to move 
them. 

“Eventually after two weeks 
they added more to my original 
plaster, but I found it heavy and 
it was difficult lo get about. I 
then got a tighter one and I'm 
much more mobile now. This 
plaster will be on for another 
two months at least to give the 
bones Lhe chance to knit to- 
gether. They are still in line and 


the doctors are very happy 
with the way it’s going at the 
moment.” 

The former England Un- 
der-21 international claimed 
he could cope with not always 
being in the starting line-up at 
St James’ Park, but he hates 
watching Bolton from tbe 
stands. 

“At Newcastle I got quite 
used to sitting on the bench for 
some reason," he said. “But 
now I'm finding it much harder 
to watch games. I’ve been keep- 
ing away from the training 
ground, but I do find it difficult 
when I go to the ground on 
match days. Jt’s hard just look- 
ing on because I want to be out 
there." 

Bolton's form has not been 
tbe best since Elliott was injured 
and they have not won in the 
League since the opening day 


of the season. Last season 
Steve Stone ruptured knee lig- 
aments early in the campaign 
and when he returned to action, 
Nottingham Forest were play- 
ing in the First Division. Elliott, 
though, docs not think he will 
suffer the same fate. 

“I've no doubts about that,” 
he said. “We’ve not had the best 
of hick with injuries and it's just 
a case of banging in there un- 
til everyone gets back. 

“We have a great squad 
here now and we just need a tit- 
tle bit of luck to win our first 
home game in tbe League.” 

Elliott admitted boredom 
was a problem, but be was 
able to do weight training, and 
be has been busy moving house. 

“It's difficult and it’s the 
most serious injury Tve had. but 
I can't just mope about and I’ve 
got to get on with recovering." 


Hoddle’s ‘calm’ 
amid private 
pressures 

John Gorman, England's as- 
sistant manager, yesterday de- 
scribed bow Glenn Hoddle 
remained calm in Italy last 
weekend despite the massive 
pressures on his professional 
and private life. 

Hoddle masterminded the 
plotting and planning that saw 
England secure the goalless 
draw in Rome which earned 
them a place at next summer’s 
World Cup finals. All the time 
Hoddle was attempting to keep 
his players focused on the job 
in hand, he knew that news of 
the break-up of his marriage 
was about to emerge. 

But Gorman, a close friend 
of Hoddle since their playing 
days at Spurs in the early 1980s. 
said that the coach had shown 
sleety resolve all weekend. 

“Glenn was so calm, much 
calmer than Cesare Maid ini 
(Italy's coach], and that rubbed 
off on everybody," Gorman 
said “Normally I’m realty tense 
before a game, but Glenn did 
everything to keep us all in the 
right frame. He's so calm, and 
did lots of things to keep the 
players as light-hearted as he 
could, but focused as wed. 

“When we were on the 
coach to the ground there were 
some little games we played to 
calm everybody down. Then he 
put on a tape of the best of Eng- 
lish football, the past teams and 
the present one, all to stirring 
music. It geed everybody up. in- 
cluding me.” 

Gorman stressed that Hod- 
dle’s separation from his wife, 
Anne, was nothing to do with 
the pressures of the job. and 
spoke of his sadness at the news, 
adding: “They are both close 
friends of mine.” 

- Martin Upton 


Italian call-up 
for Ravanelli 

Fabrizio Ravanelli's season fi- 
nally looks like getting started 
after he was called up by Italy 
for their World Cup play-off 
against Russia later this month. 

“I'm very happy... I'm just 
sorry JH miss Otympique Mar- 
seilles' trip to Bastia,” the strik- 
er said, after being notified by 
fax of his inclusion by Italy’s 
coach, Cesare Maldini. 

Ravanelli was not picked for 
Itaty’s 0-0 draw with England in 
Rome on Saturday and has 
seen little action this season af- 
ter deciding to leave relegated 
Middlesbrough. But be marked 
his Marseilles debut at Rennes 
a week ago by laying on the first 
goal and scoring the second 
from a penalty after being 
brought down. He makes his 
home debut against tbe leaders, 
Metz, tonight. 

Italy meet Russia, second 
behind Bulgaria in Group Five, 
in a two-leg play-off away on 29 
October and at home on 15 No- 
vember for a place in the finals 
in France. 
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Badminton 

Scotland win host the European 
Championships In the year J(XX1 
Yesterday's announcement comes 

StySw month. 

ptonships will be based jt E< fin- 
nurafrs Meadowbar * SportCentra as 
SaW months Scotteh Marnsftjnal 
Championships (20-23 November}. 

Baseball 

tg|pg§§ 

amc r Saturday "W- 


Bowls 

BUPA CARE HOMES OPEN CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Pmtoo GuM Hall) Second 
routd: H Out! (Scot bt N Bocdti (Vfl 7-1 4-7 
7-6; R Corate (Soo) W N Burkatt (SA) 7-* 

6- 7 7-2; J price (#WQ bt A Aleocfc (Btgf 

7- 0 7-3 

Boxing 

BirmingtHrrte Robert McCracken has 
refected a proposal to delay his Bu- 
ropeanmlcaeweight We flght against 

the champion, Hassine Cbenfi of 
France, untf the new year. The con- 
test Is also a final eBmtoator for the 
World Boring Council world rnld- 
dteweight We. and must be staged in 
Ftance by 15 December. 

Stand’s Darren Corbett, 25, wiface 
Puerto Rica's Hector Sanjumo In 
Oxrtecticut tomorrow in Ns first fig* 


since being forced out of Ns Com- 
monwealth title defence against Rob 
Norton because of an snide injury. 
Orates Shepherd w« make a volun- 
tary defence of Hs British sqpenfeato- 
enwelght title agetost Matt Brown on 
Rank Maloneys Elephant and Cas- 
tle Leisure Centre promotion on B No- 
vember. 

Francis Ampoto replaces Scottendfe 
Mured detending bantamweight 
cnarnp to nPrewDochertylnaBrffoi 
and Commonwealth contest against 
the holder of both titles, Pail Ltoyti, 
at Deeside Leisure Centre, Chester, 
on 25 October. 


Cricket 

SHEFFIELD SHELD (Ftrat day of tom) -. 
Bdafaarw: New South Mbtaa 290 far 3 (M A 
laytef 116no, M Q Seven D4no) v Queww- 


foot ball RESULTS 


Yesterday 


UMBONDlEAQUEPiwnterDWteereAWndera 
SlSnWrWidwfr. B«no* 1 OoWtt Lancaster 

eS5S aSrl; Mm « W* *gg 

$&»m>noor2 


i BcrouQfi 

IftsOUdn 
, i Wwtoop'0: Hamate Item 2 
WMind 4; Tufted OWttttll: WWtey Bwl 

5, s M WiSS?a! 

BtadSmgBSFMalgytt 


SXS 


tWUETSUSSEXCOVNTYUAaWFMDM. 
•tom Sum ™ 4 CNctwter i . Meatmen 8 
-MsarfeSo PBrtam a Redd 2 Wtahwkl 0. 
John OHn LaaQuc Ck* find round: Ttna 
Mom 1 ShgnerE 

MMOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN LEAGUE 
MOWriK Eastman 1 BaOrtfcnO; mpah 
3 Jaraw ft Sou* Sfefcb 1 Seeram ted Sor i; 
BMn Town 1 SteStei ft 


■ a amfey'' suam usd ifw 

dwTz Hmwtet 3 teytai Jtenert 1: l*** 1 - 


Khs*oy 

sssssssssmi assess? 

H1EHUN K ggR gS ^ ** 

lertial o Bcktem 8t Mdwfc i 


NORIHEWfCOUNTTES BAST tame !}«-_- 
D Mate* HucknaS 5 

3 Danaby t 

J8H50N EASTERN IEA0UE Piwste DMdwc 
. ByCte2HeWZ:GM' tanDrtB4C * -nnS 
HXnONWKJtWSH BOUJ CUP Socttal AS ft* 
Mare 2 CUiganon Safa ft Ba»>reene 1 Be- 
rent i: Lome 1 Owedws a SaAaaB: Ms 
t LkMd S; atemorg Una refr ft Ct*- 

mka t BecOmC: Nerey 2 (inwm 1 :Onagi 
2 Cant* 2 

PUNKS LEAGUE FW DMe k«Nas Caa» 

ty 2 NteteflHW <£y ft Secoirf DhWcre Brad- 
ted CBy 1 Bsttpoa 4 

AVON INSURANCE COMMOTION PrfW»*- 
■tec Cnsat Men 0 WrnHedm Z »■*>» 0 
Sautfianwn 2. WkU Ham 0 Portsrxx/m 2 ^ 
MBIANIEAQUeVt.VteB96ugl>te^»&e- 
men 0 : toman Doftrard 0 teyr lewriaag 1 
1: Caban 0 Sdato 0* 2 tteSa Berfn 2 VB. 
BKtunaNentM93KBrt»u»i 
DUICHLEAOUE: Wrendam 
jjmgR21 Mteai I UU*|| Favented 2 MW 

6MNBH UEWJUe Mefcres 0 BeK*te»l 

[1AUW CUPlted nualHIw teM4Nepoia 


lend feieialde: Tasmania 264 far 8 (M j n 
Vareno 68) a South Aiterafla. 
PRESIDENTS* CUP TKFNATtOHS TOUR- 
NAMENT (Nairobi): Bangtedegi DO pi 2 
p va rs^Kerya tE for 2 (17 overs) Kenya 


Football 

FbrtWte made a record profit of more 
than £600000 in lhe lest Wanda) year, 
but stiB owe the bank £75U)0a How- 
ever, the accounts do not Indude the 
£t5m Vale received from tee sale of 
Jon McCarthy to Birmingham City. 
RFA WORLD RANKINGS Leading poei- 
tkME 1 Srazl TfcSpe. 2 Spain G52ft 3 Ger- 
many Sa03. 4 Czech Repot*: 61S7, S 
Ffc mar te 6187, 0 Denmark MBS, 7 England 
60E& 8 Hdand (a eosa 9 Russia 6001 10 
Mexico 59S4; It Codmtta &Q5i 12 Nonwv 
5345. 13 Anjertina 580ft 14 France 5788. 
15 Otoroeoo 5785. 16 Italy 575ft 17 Sweden 
5738 IBBUoarta 5876 19 Zambia 5807, 20 
Apan«aa5ete*fife2SSc«landOT543a 
33 AustnEa (50) 5253. 43 Mend (36) 4738 
7S Northern Ireland (64) 3780, 98 waias (80) 
3U6 

Golf 

The European Ryder Cup player Lee 
. Westwood wfl play in the Australian 
Open rtMsfxxxrw from 27 to SG No- 
vember. The »-yaar-ott, seventh or 
the current European Order of Mer- 
it. will join lhe world No 1 Greg Nor- 
mstt Americas Pta Wctebon and lhe 
newty crowned World Match Ray 
champion. V)ay Sriflh Of Ffc 

Hockey 

SIX-NATION CHAMPIONS TROPHY: 
Span 5 (Sanchez ft Amau 11 35. Amat 65 
Spans 68) N a tltetetoa 2 (Tbun de ffeoi- 
jer 32, 34); Germany 3 (Bechmann B, BeL 
lentaum £, Dante 2 2) South Korea 1 
fSaong Tbb Sora 5L Leading portions: 
1 Austria (W. fis 0): 2 Germany H-7); 3 
Speh (3-6). 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Detroit 3^ Tbrontt Z PWaboBh 1 Naw 
VbrV Rangers 0 ; DaSas 5 CaJgary 4 fra). 

Motor racing 

The World Superbfes rider Aaron 
Sight switotos to racing on four 
wheels at Donngton Park on Suiday 


of scrappra three 
KSateeftecL 


In the RAC Tbirist Trophy Slight, who 
sealed third place oueral in the Su- 
pertAe cha mpion ship to the ftoef 
nxnd in todonasia test Sunday, wl be 
maktog his British Tbiring Car debut 
In a two-ftre Honda Accord at the 
Leicestershire circuit 

Rallying 

SAN REMO RALiV Laving final podBons: 
1 C McRaa (OB) Sudani *tv ftnh Sssc 2 
PUSH (IQ Subaru 4:0831: 3 TMatenantFh) 
Mtaubtata 4:0837: 4 Carlos Safew (Sp) Ford 
44)839; 5 F Lot* (Bef) Toyota 4pSj5; S J 
KarAJonen (Rn) Ford 4;D9"S: 7 A AghM PO 
Toyota 4:WB: 8 0 Aurtt p) Toyota 4:1158; 
9 6 Oteai m Subaru 4:1744; 10 H Rowan- 
para (Fte) Seel 42L57. 

Rugby League 
Rugby FootbaB League offidab are 
to consider revoltog to two dvistons 
to 'S98. The HFLCound decreed last 
month that any changes wotfd not 
come into effect ixcS T999, but the 
newly reconstituted board of tSrectore 
have asked r 
amhelhe 

divisions wdth im ni ed te l a < 

Martin Crompton. Oldham Bears’ 
scium-half and captain, has joined 
Salford Reds at a two-year contract 
Barrow and Cable haw agreed to 
a merger to form a new dub based 
in Barrow: Barrow Border Raiders. 
The Rugby FOOtbaU League has ap- 
petotsd poficy dtector Nel TmnlcIffB 
as its new deputy chief exscuthe The 
. RR has also appototsd four assocj- 
ato efrectofft Inducftig former Mgan 
player Joe Lydait, to help tarn a new 
operational board responsible for 
running the day-to-day affairs of lhe 
professional gama 

Rugby Union 

Newport have made Stew Jones their 
first nJ-time coach - even thoujyt he 
is to his foirth season to charged the 
ctott The chairman. DavW Waiktos, 
sad: *lt Is rWaious having part-time 
staff with playere.’ 

The Ojnvant prop F6chard LSeweflyn 
has been bathed for two mstohes by 
the Welsh Ftogby Unions cfacfolnary 


commit te e, faflewing Ns Citing by 

Naiion^l^aguQ Divtafan Onamach 
on 20 September. 

Mefroae, the Scottish femens Velvet 
Cup holders, were yesterday given a 
home ma tch against Glenrothes on 
thefr entry into tfe yeart competitioa 
The dray for the thod round brourtrt 
to the 30 framiership cltos lor the first 
ttme, wjth teams from the top two &- 
visions seeded. The matches are to 
be played on Sunday 0th November. 

SGOrrBHTEMNENTSVBjrET'CUPThM- 
round draw: PeeMeB v Ai/t, SeWrk v VtfcH 
of Scotoift Kinroec v KMbo Gtesowr Ifeiwta 
v Cumbeiraiid, Sgar v WTteQ/JcnJan** 
Curie v ABan Gtena BerwV* v Heroft FP. 
Howie of Rte v Stt*ig County. Dundee 
HSffvS te eer fcMo iwS a BorougnnxAvUe- 
hnssn. W to a rehte v Wtesortans. Mb&obo 
V Gtenrottrea, DurtermUne v Krteady, 
Macfrass Cotoje FP v Kbnamock Falcons, 
Oontenenav Resnn Lodge FP. Jaafomst 
v loctiabet Hadangoi vTiawbc. MussM- 

bugh w Cumock. a Boswefe w Ednbugti 
Acatwnkads, Gale v Hawick Trades DsJzte 
v Dun, Fs»k v Srathendrick. Aftn v Ab- 
erdeen GSFP, Comorptine v UrSthgo*. 
LwtghotevR»B6teFftEastKlyktovSnv- 
artry TrWty Academics v Perta*. &anae- 
innah V tXxntrtes, HueheaorW-Atoystens • 
AnmrvUurrwfMdVfendsreisvAtMniean- 
stea, Gamtx*v Henfitcn Acadeirtca, Glas- 
gow Southern v RAF Loutomouth. 

Sailing 

A bust of speed by Paul Cayard on 
EF Lsnauage has hcressed Ns lead 
over secorxFptooed Merit Cup to 68 
mfles on the fret teg of fheWrfbread 
RotxritheVltoridRacaR%balast- 
ed and reeled down to wind gusting 
to 35 knots, B 1 Language has been 
sveragtog 17 knots with Cayard re- 

WHTTBHEAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
(that teg, 7^50 mfles, Southampton to 
Cape ‘town) Latest posHtona: 1 B= Lai> 
□uage (Swe) P CewtO 1B72 mfeeio Mstr. 
2 Mere Cup [MonfO Dalton +59 rotes; 3 
kmovaun teraenw (Nod K Fiorted +8U, 
4 SBk Cut (G6) L Smfih -1-253; 5 Chessie 
Ratog (l» M Fischer +3515; 6 Americas 
ChafengB (US) R field +400: 7 U«fi (US} 
C Ociaon 4465: 8 Swedish Match (See) 
Q Krwfiz +497; 9 Br 6Acatkxi (See) C 
Gutou +7«; 10 8nowt Sirargy (NeOQ H 
Bouschoss +B83L 


Snooker 

GRAND PRtX teorenamouth) Find route 
G Greene (Big) at J Parry (Engfl 54; P 
Wykas (&g) bt K Broughton (Eng) 50; J 
Burnett (Sot!) btt Richardson (Eng) 5-2: D 
Date (Vtefl bt K Burrows (Eng} 5-; T Shaw 
(Eng) btJ Metis (Eng) 5-3: BJonee (Eng) 
bt s AC (PBK) W Jones (MW) U M 
D a Ew toH o w Big fSco) 5-2. 

Squash 

WO«erS WORLD CKAAFIQNSHV (Syd- 
ney ) Ffc« round: S Wngtn (Eng) bt T 
IMreks <Aus)*H3M 9-7; P BearrwTNZ) bt 
NTtopett (Aus) M(r994J 9-7; Living (AuB) 
«M25i(Egy)M98947.NGraingwffiAl 
bt P Ponds (Aid) M M 9A F Gsbvbs (Eng) 
bt V Centum! (Aus) BO 94 34; S Homer 

- 1 6t E Msjor <**) M9-7;S«z- 


I (Aus) bt N'Meheu (Spl 9-.1 90 90: 

R Cooper (Aus) bt S Cook (NZ) 9-7 

w(4 

Tennis 

CZECH IteXtOR BEN’S ATPTOURNA- 
MEHT (OetMl Ffc« round: S Bnmjera 
(Sp) bt P Luxe fCa Rep) 6-3 83; Gtaft- 
savlc (Croa? bt J Stenere* {Nelh} 5-7 BO 
S3: T Muster (Aut) bt P Kitted (C* Rap) 
6-1 &S. Second round: K Kucera (Scwak) 
trtKGartsan (Den) M 5-7 7-6; BUforacft 
(CzRep)btMRosset (Swfl) 6-3 0-2; J No- 
vak (Cz ftep) bt CMtys (Sp) 84 8-4. 
LTON GRAND PRtX MEN’S TOURNA- 
KENT (R) PM round: T Enqvtst (6we) bt 


FIXTURES 


Football 
7J0untaB stalled 

POHTTNS LEAGUE Premier DMskxu 
B tne^Aa m v BBcMun (71®; Shelf 
Vfed v Burton (3D): Stote v Trermare 
tiQteNBHCBtbeMn). RrettMiioK 
airnetw v Coventry (70); McUea- 
tnugh vRort VNa (7(» Tiwl DMaloa: 
Hu! v Doncaster [7H 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 

First DMatan: QPR v Araerel (70) (tt 

Harrow flerouoftl; Vtetted v BmhiCfi |a 

Nonhwootl); tetertBm^ w Ibvtfi OUj 
tSi Spun Uxigs, CWgeefl. 

Other sports 

GOIP: ABred CteM Cup (St Andreas) 

TENNIS: LTA Women's Challenger 
(Southampton) 


6 Scftafcan (Nath) 4-6 8-3 6-3: f Santoro 
(Fr) bt CVbn Grosse (BeO 6-3 8-2; M-K Oofe- 
ner (Get) bt A Boetseh (Fr) 7-5 6-2. 
wouers European indoor cham- 
pionships (Zurich) Singles, second 

round; J Ncwotna ICz Repj bi A Su^yama 
(Japan) 6-0 6-7 6-2; S Ktenova (Cz Repl 
bt l Spites (Rom) 3-6 6-lret. 

UA WOMEN'S CHALLENGER Southamp- 
ton) Singtes, tint round: O Saraban- 
sditora (Bala) bt J PJm (GB) 8-2 8-t K 
Cross (GB) bt M Lamarre (W 6-1 7-6: M 
Scintaar (Go) bt S Srotfi (6B) 5-7M 7-6: 
E KoiWwskaya (Boa) bt A Janes (GB) 5-2 
441 6-4; E Tatartoia (UKr) bt E Lott (ft) 

8-3; L Counds (Bef) bt M Babel (Ger) 6~D 
7* E CunAMI IFt) bt S Prazeres (PoO 6-2 
6-2; O Lugjm (Uta) bt J Ward (GB) 7^ 
6-1 

Weightlifting 

Chtoese woman werghtfifters txoke 
more world records m the National 
Games In Shanc^al yesterday. In ths 
70kg category; Sun Ttemte combtoed 
toteJBft was Z725kg wtofle Lai Li took 
the title In lhe 64kg doss with 260kg, 
also e record. Chinese women fitters 
have now broten aE 18 world recortls 
in lhe sfct events at the Games so for. 


TODAY'S NUMBER 


33 


The number of seconds, 
after corrang on as a sub- 
stitute, that rt took Arseni 
Jason Crowe to be sent off 
in Tuesday’s Coca-Cola 
Cup tie against Birming- 
ham City. It was the quick- 
est dismissal on record in 
senbr British football tor a 
player making his debuL 



.i- 





r.ML !M>tr*\D£.\T 
i«> OCT OS Is 7 


32/SPORT 








FOOTBALL 


Le Tissier’s 
race to be 
part of 
Hoddle’s plan 


Matthew Le Ussier Is 
back among the goals 
but knows he still has a 
long way to go before 
returning to Glenn 
Hoddle’s World Cup 
squad. Martin Upton on a 
realistic Saint. 


Matt Le Ussier yesterday con- 
ceded he is a few lengths behind 
the field in the most important 
race of his career. Bat the 
Southampton player finally 
feds be is under starter's orders. 

And after proving just what 
be can bring to England’s 
World Cup party at Barnsley 
last night, the Channel Islander 
is convinced he can come from 
behind to claim a place in 
Glenn Hoddle’s thinking 

“It’s a start,” said Le Ussier 
of his wonder volley that saw 
him flick the bail over Arjan de 
Zeeuw before crashing in from 
25 yards. “But there wifi have 
to be a few more of them be- 
fore the season’s out to con- 
vince the manager that Fm 
worth a place. 

“As far as Fm concerned it’s 
up to me to show I deserve to 
force my way back in. There’s a 
lot of players who have done well 
since I've been out They’ve 
probably edged ahead of me in 
the pecking order. Now it’s down 
to me to fight my way back.” 

Le Tissier’s England for- 
tunes have waned since Hoddle 
picked him for the home defeat 
by Italy, and a series of injuries 
meant he has not featured since. 

However, Le Tester stflU be- 
lieves he can play a massive part 
for Hoddle in France next sum- 
mer. a feeling not harmed when 
Hoddle’s assistant, John Gor- 
man, yesterday stressed that 
the door remains wide open. 


adding: “Nobody is ruled in or 
out yet” 

Le Itssta's Southampton 
team-mate Kevin Davies, 
whose late goal moved Saints 
through, to the last 16, has no 
doubts. “He’s unbelievable and 
the goal summed him up,” the 
teenager said. “We found out 
on the coach that it was his 29th 
birthday and we all knew he'd 
do something special - he 
writes ins own scripts! 

“If you’ve got a player with 
that much ability he should def- 
initely be in the squad neat sum- 
mer. He’s just a natural." 

Le Tissier’s smil e showed 
how much the goal meant to 
him, even though his response 
to the suggestion that he can- 
not have scored many better 
was: “Yeah, I have!” 

He added: “It was a good 
strike. Once I flicked it over the 
defender it fell so nicely I had 
a surge of confidence and as 
soon as I hit it I knew it was go- 
ing in the bade of the net. 

“I’ve got some catching up 
on that front though as well, 
with the goals Steve McMana- 
man and Dennis Bergkamp 
have been scoring. “What 
Bergkamp did to get 1-2-3 in 
goal of the month was some 
achievement and it will proba- 
bly never be matched again - 
but it won’t stop me trying.” ' 

But what Le Ussier needs 
above all now is an injury-free 
qpell after his summer was dis- 
rupted by an elbow problem. 

“Tm getting over the injury,” 
he said. “Ah I want now is to get 
a decent run of games behind 
me to get myself 100 per cent 

“It’s still not there yet, and 
Tm getting little strains while 
Fm getting used to the pace of 
the game again. Hopefully, the 
major things are behind me and 
I can look forward to the rest 
of the season.” 




not punish 




sen riot to talre aay 


Arsenal - f oi Eeldiug *3 
strength sides in Tb« 
Coca-Cola Cup ties. 


with possible expulsion ff t 
did ootfield then: strongest] 




Towering spectacle: the larger than life figure of Scottie Pippen adorns the side of the Chicago Bulb tour bus as the American basketball team 
stop fay the Eiffel Tower on their arrival in Paris yesterday for the McDonald's Championship. Report, page 30 Photograph: AP 


. backed down. “We appteda ^r . 
'that the senior dubs in .tfafflr 
couniiy operate a squad sysfcas ^ _ 
and with that in mind we art rf 7 
able to enforce adegree o ffl ex fr O 
ibffity ahd latitude,” its press -'- . 
spokesman, Chris Hull, said., _ 
The League is also renew* ' 
mg jtsefforts to reclaim a place 
for the Coca-Cola winnerS-in 
next season’s Uefa Cup. _ 
Scotland have been invited / 
to- play the World Cup hosts* 
France, in a friendly at 5t Et? 
enne, one ofthe venues for the - J': 
finals, on 12 November. . .V :A. 

Wolves have agreed a fee of ^ 
about £800,000 with Crystal 
Palace for Dougie Freedmare - . 
The 23-year-old striker wfll : - 
riTOTiss personal terms at Mo§; •••- 
lineux today. ' j _ . 

* F ulham are, ready to pay. Aft v 

senal £700,000 for the 
fielder . Ian Selley. Crewi^ :< 
Alexand ra’s offer of a duff ■ w ■ 

record £750,000 for Dave W4 O' 

ton has been accepted bj ^. : 
Shrewsbury, but the 24-year : olQ - 

defender has so far foiled to 
agree personal terms: . . • [■“ \ 

Bdton Wmdenas are setting ’ ; 
up an pschamg p deal to sell the' v. ' 
midfielder Jamie Poflockto As-. 
ton Villa in exchange for the 
former X^eicester forward, Julian 
Joachim. Bolton are fikefy to ac- 
cept about £700,000 plus '.S 
Joadmn in emfaaoge for Rrikxk. 

Blackburn Rovers and Ran- 
gers have both made enquiries 
for Wimbledon’s Scottish in- 
ternational goalkeeper, Nejjs 
Sulfivan. * 

The Liverpool and Repubr 
lie of Ireland defender. Phil 
Babb has been ruled out of 
tkra for amontfa after suffering 
cracked ribs in training. 0. -f 
Manchester City have ad- 
mitted unfairly sacking Lbeir 
former youth development of- 
ficers, Colin Bell and Terry 
Farrell, in May, and will pay 
them both compensation. The 
dub had been taken to aniiO 
dustrial tribunal, at which , a set- 
tlement was negotiated. 


Keller issues a warning to Complacent’ Leicester 


The Leicester Gty goalkeeper, 
Kasey Keller, fears his side 
could face a relegation battle 
this season if they continue to 
rest on their laurels. 

Martin O'Neill’s side may be 
in an elevated position in the 
Premiership, but a promising 
season is suddenly becoming 
more difficult by the day. 

Any hopes of Uefa Cup 
glory, as the dub tested the Eu- 


ropean waters for the first time 
in 36 years, were quickly ban- 
ished by Spain’s Atletico 
Madrid and the brilliance of 
Brazil’s Juninho. 

Further misery soon fol- 
lowed with the first Premiership 
defeat of the season at Filbert 
Street co ming at the bands of 
local rivals Derby via a double 
from the Italian Francesco Ba- 


However, there were no 
Continental forces at work in 
last night’s Coca-Cola Cup hu- 
miliation, just sheer typical 
English grit and determina- 
tion from Alan Buckley’s bat- 
tling Grimsby - charade ristics 
which carried Leicester to long 
overdue glory in April. 

But the cup holders relin- 
quished their grip on the tro- 
phy they won with such pride 
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and passion, as they were first 
rattled and then humbled by the 
Mariners. 

Three goals in nine minutes 
during the second half was 
Grimsby s just reward for their 
never-say-die attitude - a facet 
of Leicester's make-up which 
seems to have disappeared. 

Keller, who produced a 
string of outstanding saves dur- 
ing that second period which 
saved Leicester from more em- 
barrassment, said: “We are bet- 
ter than that - much better than 
that But we need to gel back 
to the Leicester that every- 
body knows, up the work-rate 
and try harder like we know we 
can. We have put ourselves in 
a good position so far, but 
there's a long way to go in the 
Premiership season just to en- 
sure we stay up.” 

The United States interna- 


tional added: “We have no 
right to be in this League and 
no right to be in fourth place. 
You have to fight for everything 
you get just like every other 
team does. We axe about being 
a hard-working team, an hon- 
est team that fights for one an- 
other until the end of a game. 
Now it's time to get back to it." 

However, injuries are be- 
ginning to hamper Leicester's 
season as the captain. Steve 
Walsh, could be out for anoth- 
er month after cracking a rib. 
despite initial reports suggest- 
ing he had broken his arm. 

\taish. who only returned to 
the side last night after three 
weeks on the sidelines with a 
hamstring injury, will be joined 
in the treatment room by his fel- 
low defender Julian Watts who 
suffered concussion and fecial 
injuries. 


Watts definitely misses this 
Saturday's game at Chelsea, 
and O'Neill is now in the mid- 
dle of a crisis as he was also 
without five-first team regulars 
for last night’s disaster. 

Meanwhile, the Grimsby 
defender Kevin Jobling is hop- 
ing to. land a new contract 
from the club as he has been on 
week-to-week terras since the 
start of the season. His first goal 
in Town colours for nearly 
three years could help him go 
a long way towards achieving his 
aim. He said: “I was in nose- 
bleed territory when I scored.” 

The 28-year-old, who start- 
ed bis career with Leicester be- 
fore moving to Blundell Park in 
1987, added: “I don't score 
many but when I do they are 
important But I’m just trying 
to earn myself a new contract 
and hopefully I can do that” 
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CHARITIES 
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ATHLETICS 



Johnson and Bailey join queue of creditors 


ACROSS 

I Dump’s an empty place 

4 Dash off second conv 

( 6 ) 

10 Bird fellow cast in fancy 
green porcelain (9,6) 

II Captures Knight 
hemmed in by little men 

12 Sne drawing blind — 
concealing manoeuvre 


21 I draw in fish? These 
lines are certainty help- 
ful (9) 

22 One with the hump ap- 


une with tne bump ap- o uuy reportedly 
peared lively at first (5) French river (6) 
23 They never get tight (15) 9 Dread slip in luj 


13 kofam 


15 Strip, short strip, players 

put on (6) 4 

16 A fencing piece wi th 
name inscribed obhque- 

18 cinema's new chiller dis- 
tributors. (6) 


24 Join society and get 
more senior (6) 

25 Like a building, on one 
side incorporating 
static? (6) 

DOWN 

1 Dimly seeing soft mat 
outside (6) 

2 Dog has the patter, 
without Bellman’s phys- 
tognomy (8,7) 

3 Fits rails (5) 

5 Mild man, tn speech, be- 
ginning to bluster in 


6 Score during play (10,5) 

7 Spirit’s showing in cho- 
risters (6) 

$ Guy reportedly on the 
French river (6) 

9 Dread sUp in high land 

14 Ug, carrying article, one 
like a dead-weight (9) 

17 No hint of spare in dry 
figure (6) 

18 Indolent, absorbing Sun- 
day Supplement? (6) 

19 Viewers, in short, de- 
tecting orbit, satellite's 

20 Smart if dropped from 
group? (6) 

22 Bluff with King, malting 
trick (5) 


After the news that 
the British Athletics 
Federation has gone into 
administration with 
huge debts, it has 
emerged that it is not 
only British athletes who 
will feel the cost but 
some of the biggest 
names in the sport. 

Mike Rowbottom surveys . 
the mess. 


The financial collapse of the 
BAF has left foreign athletes 
such as Michael Johnson and 
Donovan Bailey out of pocket 
it was revealed yesterday. 

A spokesperson for BAF, 
which announced on Thesday 
that it had gone into adminis- 
tration with a deficit of 
£500,000, confirmed that in- 
ternational athletes were in the 
same situation as British com- 


petitors who are awaiting pay- 
ment for summer appearances. 

Bailey, the Canadian world 
record holder and Olympic 
champion at 100 metres, ap- 
peared twice in Britain, at 
Sheffield and Gystal Mace. His 
manag ement confirmed yes- 
terday that he has not yet teen 
paid for tiie latter race, where 
he was supposed to receive 
around $50,000 (£32,000). 

“It is a matter of some con- 
cern, and we will be following it 

up with BAFf a spokesman said. 

Johnson’s lacklustre per- 
formance in the 17 August 
meeting in London, where he 
finished fifth in the 200m and 
then pulled out of the relay, 
earned him widespread criti- 
cism. But the BAF promotions 
officer, Ian Stewart, maintained 
afterwards that there would 
be no question of docking a fee 
thought to be around 5100,000. 

“A deal is a deal" Stewart 
said at the time. But the mat- 
ter has been taken out of 


his hands now and rests with 
the newly appointed interim 
managers. 

Diane Modahl, who is pur- 
suing £500,000 worth of dam- 
ages from BAF following her 
acquittal from doping charges, 
would have to take her place In 
the qu.eue of creditors should 
she be successful. 

“My understanding is that 
BAF have already spent half a 
million pounds on legal costs.” 
Modaht’s husband, Vicente 
said. “After the appeal we 
would have settled for a small 
amount and an apology. But 
BAF continued to take in- 
struction from the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic 
{federation to fight the case." 

Meanwhile, Britain's bid for 
the 2003 World Championships 
is on hold, and the staging of 
the 1999 World Cross-Country 
Championships in Northern 
Ireland is also in doubt 
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ALL YOUR CHARITIES CAN GET EXTRA 

There's extra money available for all the causes you 
support. B ut you are the key. You and the CharityCaid. 

r Here's how. First you decide how 
much you want to give to charity.-; 
Tou pay that money into youq 
own CharityCard account.Therj 
the tax man adds more to it j. 
This means you have what you've, 
already put in, plus an extra 23% to give away! Now, thafs 

what I call a good idea! - 

your personal choice of charities 

You can use the ChantyCard for malting personal do nation s! 
over the phone or by post You'll receive a special ChariS- 
Chequebook' as welL And you can also arrange standirtflj 
orders for regular gifts. . .i. 

Who you give to, how much you give and when you doit an?" 
all entirety up to you. You can make donations to absolutely 

any chanty you choose, big or small 

DON'T MISS OUT 

Mate sure your charities don't miss out To find out more; 
call free now or use the coupon provided. 
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0 UT more, CALL FREE 

^ S .°Q 99 33 11, DO IT TODAY!” 


Please send me more information about the CharttyCard 711 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initials .. - . • 

Surname ' ™” T".- 

Address - • ~i 


Postcode — Tel No._ 

Ptaws® send this corapfated coupon tm 

CharitrCard, PO Box 1025, 

Stratford Upon Avon CV37 9GH 
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